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The Tatong Heritage Group did us all proud for Saturday's event. The contributions, organisation 
and effort were exemplary.  
The “Missing Memories” project has been completed, thanks to the resources and abilities pooled 
by the group. 
Barry O’Connor initiated this in 2016. I find in the minutes of January 2016, “Names for unmarked 
graves at Moorngag Cemetery – When the weather is more suitable, Barry will meet up with Ted 
Exton and /or Wendy Maxwell to locate and record where the unmarked graves are.” He did, and 
they did, and it was done. 
Such good research was done by Barry O'Connor, Chick Walker, Wendy Maxwell, Greg Kirk, and 
many others besides. Then there were the hard yards to carry out the marking of the graves. 

Adding to Saturday’s contribution were the Benalla RSL, and to top it off afternoon tea, with water heated on the BBQ, 
all kinds of slices and cakes and best of all, Anzac biscuits. Bravo.  
- Andi Stevenson, report for the Tatong Heritage Group 
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Interview with Bob Hunter  
Interviewed aged 86, Bob spent about 12 
years in Tatong. He was born in Prahran. 
I spent about 12 years at Tatong. In the late 
30’s I was appointed as Manager of Millers 
store at Tatong. 
The Store was opposite the Tatong Hotel 

and was owned by Millers Department Store in Benalla.  
To the best of my knowledge the Hotel was owned by a Mr 
Christoferson when I went to Tatong.  During my stay, 
there were 3 different owners.  Mr Stewart, Mr Claringbold 
and Mr Urquhart.  Hotel closing time was 6 p.m. 
The Tatong Post Office and telephone exchange were 
next to the Hotel, and looked after by the Hotel owner.  If 
you wanted to make a phone call after hours, you had to 
pay an opening fee.  There was no electricity during my 
stay, and lighting was kerosene lamps, candles and gas 
lamps.   
The school had quite a large number of pupils, and I can 
remember there were 5 teachers over the year.  Mr Ryan, 
Mr McColl, Miss J Stanton, Mr P Brady and Miss V Bar-
tholomew.   
Sporting clubs – I do not know when the clubs began, but I 
know that the history of Tatong Football Club goes back to 
1908.  Over the years Tatong played against teams from 
Tolmie, Molyullah, Swanpool, Winton, Violet Town, Benalla 
All Blacks, Mansfield, North Wangaratta, Dookie College, 
Glenrowan, Thoona, Devenish, Goorambat.  I played for 
Tatong for about 12 years. 
Tennis Club - Over the years we played against teams 
from Swanpool, Moorngag, Lurg, Molyullah, Karn, Ryans 
Creek.  After every home football match, we would run a 
dance in the Tatong Hall.  The ladies always provided a 
beautiful supper, and the men paid 2/- (20cents).  The tak-
ings for 5 dances in 1946 amounted to £12 19 shillings 
and threepence halfpennie.  In today’s money almost $26.  
MCs for the dances were Alby Henderson from Fern Hills, 
and George Sullivan from Tatong.  Music was played by 
Mrs O’Connell and Mrs Coghill and ?? mostly old time 
dances.  The Football Club paid £5/0/0 to the Recreation 
Reserve for the season. 
The mailman came down from Toombullup Archerton area 
3 days each week, Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  The 
Mailman collected mail at Tatong and then went on to 
Benalla, and return.  During my stay, the mailmen were 
Tim Brond and Bill Cross. 
There was a movie made in Tatong about Ned Kelly.  I 
think it was called the Glenrowan Affair?. Some of the lo-
cals got a part. 
Rabbits were very plentiful in those days.  Thousands of 
them everywhere.  Trappers made their living from trap-
ping.  Trout and Black fish abounded in the creek.   
An Indian hawker called Mola Dad used to travel the area 
in a large covered in wagon drawn by horses.  He sold all 
kinds of drapery and clothing etc.  On each visit to Tatong 
he lived in an old rainwater tank, turned on its side.  In the 
evenings he sat there smoking his peace pipe.  The pipe 
was about 30 or more inches long.  He always brought his 
accounts into me to check them over before he paid them.   
The Train came to Tatong each week.  The mailman 
brought orders from the families living in the hills, to the 
store and collected the orders on the return journey.  Ta-
tong – Benalla road was not sealed during my stay. 
----------------- 
When Miller’s store in Tatong closed, the building became 
Kirk’s garage. 
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BENALLA & DISTRICT FOOTBALL LEAGUE REUNION 
On Saturday 18

th
 April The Benalla Saints and Past Players & Offi-

cials Association acknowledged the Football Clubs who competed 
in the Benalla & District Football League.  Formed in 1933 the Dis-
trict League teams competed at various points across the 
League’s history.  Teams were Baddaginnie, Benalla All Blacks, 
Benalla Rovers, Benalla Thirds,  Bonnie Doon, Devenish, Dookie 
Collegians, Glenrowan, Goorambat, Greta, Longwood, Molyullah, 
North Wangaratta, Swanpool, Strathbogie, Tatong, Thoona, 
Thornton/Eildon, Tolmie. Violet Town, Winton. 
Each Club set up a display of memorabilia of their club over the 
years, newspaper cuttings, photos, premiership flags. Benalla had 
a display of District League footy jumpers.  About 150 players from 
1960 to 2009 returned to catch up and reminisce about the by-
gone era. 
 
Benalla and Euroa wore commemorative jumpers with the names 
of all BDFL clubs listed.  It was a great day for Benalla Saints as 
all 3 footy teams recorded wins.  The day was a great initiative of 
the Benalla Saints Past Players and Officials Association. Those 
past players who returned had a most enjoyable day and evening. 
 
The League went into recess in 2009, a decision made by the 
VCFL  This was a huge blow to the 5 remaining teams, Tatong, 
Swanpool, Longwood, Goorambat and Bonnie Doon who each 
had 2 football teams and 4 netball teams. Four of these teams 
joined the Ovens and King Football Netball League in 2010. 
 
At the end of 2013 the VCFL North East Area Manager gave Ta-
tong, Swanpool and Goorambat an ultimatum to merge with most 
games to be played at Goorambat.  How would this work? Tatong 
and Swanpool were forced into recess when their request to 
merge and play half their games at Tatong and half at Swanpool.  
This was not in the VCFL’s plan as they wanted 2 less teams in 
the Ovens and King Football Netball League. 
 
Reserves Grade Football was introduced in 1984 where Tatong 
was defeated in the preliminary final.  The seniors won their 8

th
 

premiership flag defeating Bonnie Doon  by 63 points. 
 
A Grade Netball was introduce in 1993, B Grade in 1995, B Re-
serve in 1998 and C Grade in 2000. 
The netballers were premiers in 1994,1995, 1996 and 2005 but 
played in many Grand Finals. 
 
Tatong played in the Mount Pleasant District Football Association 
winning their 1

st
 premiership in 1908 the year of their inception, 

and then the Tatong/Thoona League until the Benalla & District 
League commenced.   
 
There were interruptions during the war years.   
 
In 1992 the Club celebrated the achievements of the Club’s 84 
year history.  “Magpie Memories” 
“The Tradition Continues” History of the Tatong Football Club 
1908 – 1992 was written.  The Club was indebted to Brian (Pal) 
Muller and John Mitchell and their wives Dot and Dulcie on their 
research to produce this magnificent booklet. 
 
In 2008 The Club celebrated the centenary and produced another 
book “Centenary 1908 – 2008” 
written by John Brogan.  More research and recording of history of 
this great Club.  Many thanks John 
 
They may have taken our club but “They can’t take away the 
Memories”. 

PREMIERSHIP FLAG FOUND AT THE BENALLA 
TIP 
 
The 1961 premiership flag, pictured with Barry 
Lewis, President went missing during the 1990’s.  
This was a mystery but in 2005 a local young guy 
who was working at the Benalla tip spotted this flag 
dumped at the tip and returned it to it’s rightful 
place.  This was of great delight to the committee.   
Tatong scored a convincing win over Swanpool by 
25 points.  It was stated in the Benalla Standard that 
the Tatong team proved themselves not only the 
best side for 1961, but one of the best teams ever to 
win a District League Flag.  Tatong also were pre-
miers in 1960 and 1962.  Making it “3 in a row” for 
the Pies. 

The Tatong Heritage Group at their 
last meeting decided to  investigate 
the possibility of a new storyboard. 
The storyboard would be in the form 
of a four sided pillar featuring stories 
relating to generations of local fami-
lies and their contribution to the Ta-

tong community. 
Information may include family history of settle-

ment, farming, sawmilling or other relevant activities. 
Ideally photographs to illustrate the information 
would be great. 

We envisage that two stories on each  side of the 
pillar would allow eight family stories. If you would 
like to contribute a story to this project please con-
tact Les MacLean phone 0429 133  223 
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TATONG TOPICS – JUNE 1926; 

The North Eastern Ensign 4th June 1926: 

Vermin Destruction. At the Benalla Court on 
Tuesday last, before Mr T. Willman. P.M., Michael 
Maher (senior.) was charged by Inspector Tully, 
with having failed to destroy all vermin on 493 
acres of land in the Parish of Rothesay. 
Inspector Tully conducted the case for the 
department, whilst Mr. Maher conducted his own 
case. 
Inspector Tully gave evidence 'that the land in 
question comprised Allotments 172, 13, and 
81A, in the Parish of .Samaria, had been altered 
and were now :different on the plan. The land, 493 
acres was all in the Tatong Riding was held by Mr. 
M. Maher, senior. He inspected the property on 
27th February of this year when he found rabbits 
and burrows. He posted a notice of warning on 1st 
March, and made another inspection on 19th' 
March, when he counted 87 rabbits in 264 
burrows. He saw no evidence of accused having 
'complied with the proclamation’. He made a third 
inspection on 5th May and found that nothing had 
been done. 
Michel Mahr the accused, said that the land he  
held was of poor quality. He had secured it 10  
years ago, and had battled with it ever since. 
During 6 or 8 months of the dry season there was-
no water on it; and the only part that the rabbits 
were on, was the end the inspector came in. They 
had been there, but were few of them. He thought 
87 rabbits and 264 burrows a very small quota on 
493 acres of land; There were 20 acres held near 
him which was owned, by the .Benalla Shire 
Council and nothing had been done on this.  
The PM. fined Maher. £1 with 8/3d costs. 

Benalla Standard 8th June 1926; 
Watts Turnbull & Co; 
Wednesday, June 30.—Clearing sale on a/c Mrs. 
S. A. Sullivan, Tatong. 
Monday. June 21.—Sale of Devenish property, a/c  
Mrs. C Smallwood. 
Thursday. June 24.—Clearing sale at Goorambat, 
on account Mr. J. R. Meikle. 

Benalla Standard 11th June 1926; 
ESTATE OF L. A. M. Ritchie.  
The estate of Lawrence Austin Miles Ritchie, 
sawmiller, of Tatong has been voluntarily 
sequestrated. Mr Tweed, of: Wangaratta, being 
appointed official assignee.  
The schedule, which was filed on June 3rd gives 
the amount of debts, of unsecured creditors, was 
£1785, and the assets £772/12/8. 
The causes of insolvency were given as the lack 
of sufficient capital to start in business, inability to 
collect outstanding accounts, sickness, and death . 
in the family and pressure of creditors. 
 
  

 

The Age 11th June 1926; (abridged); 
Benalla has an average rainfall of 23 inches well 
distributed throughout the year and has a very 
healthy climate. Its progress has been marked, 
already it is an important railway centre, with a 
large up to date workshop. and engine sheds, and 
is the junction for the Yarrawonga and the Tatong 
line. With the possibility of a railway connection 
from Dookie to a point on the Yarrawonga line 
south of Devenish, and the ultimate construction 
of the Oaklands railway, it will facilitate traffic and 
transport from the Goulburn Valley, and turn the 
greater part of the Riverina grain through Benalla, 
to the seaboard. Benalla is now the headquarters 
in the north-east for the police superintendent, the 
postal inspector, and the State Electricity 
Commission's offices.  

Benalla Standard 18th June 1926: 
A presentation was made to Miss Mc Laughlin.. 
the junior teacher at Tatong State School, on her 
departure to take up duly al St. James. .Miss. Mary 
Evans. the senior girl of the school, presented her 
with a xylonite tray and a gold mounted fountain 
pen, at the same time wishing her success in her 
now school. Miss Mc Laughlin in a short speech, 
thanked the parents and children for their gift and 
good wishes. 
The Tatong Rifle Club range has been passed by 
the inspector, who was well pleased with it and the 
manner in which the work was carried out. He 
complimented the Captain, (Mr. J. Spence) and 
hon, secretary (Mr. J. Hay) very highly on their 
work, and was explicit in bestowing thanks for 
courtesies shown him on his visit. The committee 
is very anxious that all members should complete 
their musketry course this month, in order that 
each member may be classed as efficient for the 
ensuing twelve months. 
A largely well attended meeting was held in the 
Tatong Hall last Friday evening to consider what 
steps should be taken to mark the approaching 
departure of Mrs. Sullivan and family. A strong 
committee was formed, and a farewell evening will 
be tendered on Friday, 20th inst. 

Benalla Standard 18th June 1926 (abridged); 

VFU. TATONG BRANCH MEETING. 
On Saturday evening the monthly meeting of the 
Tatong branch of the Victorian Farmers' Union was 
held, presided over by .Mr. A. Harrison (president). 
correspondence was received from Mr. Robert 
Cook. M.P.. stating that should the metallic circuit 
from Tatong to Swanpool for the telephone be 
unsatisfactory, he was to be informed. -It was 
decided that the telephone line was now  
satisfactory with the effects of the electricity high 
tension line on the Mansfield road having 
been overcome. 
 

Compiled by Barry O’Connor. Tatong Heritage 
Group. 
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 Come along, bring your lunch and  some goodies to share, do some craft or just have a chat. Hope 
to see at the Tatong Memorial Hall. Cathy  0488 377 243 
Our June Girls Shed will be on Friday 19th June. 
 

                                            

 

Come and Try 

Archery  

1st & 3rd Saturday 10am – 

12noon 

$15pp *Bookings Essential 

Golden Vale Reserve - 113 

Golden Vale Road Benalla 

https://www.facebook.com/comeandtry 

northeasternarchers@gmail.com 

Fully Qualified Coaches 

All Equipment Supplied 

 

EMBARASSING AND DEBILITATING ACCIDENT 
My lifestyle tumbled out of control last Wednesday (13th) when I lost balance while standing on the soft cushions an old couch on our front veranda 
and as my leg was also somehow tangled in a nearby chair I crashed headlong to the floor taking all bodyweight with my left hand/wrist.  
I felt something snap or give and when I looked at it the wrist was strangely bent, at which point the shock struck and I walked quickly to get inside lie 
down with feet up before I fainted. 
As it happened the knuckle bones at the ends of radius and ulna bone broke apart making the left arm a painful ‘passenger’. Then came the realisa-
tion that I could barely operate a zip let alone drive a car or do many other even harder tasks. This humbling reality meant that I became almost fully 
dependent upon my wife Maeve and she was scheduled, within two days, to help mind two granddaughters at Philip Island for a week. There was no 
other option but to go with her and so here I am typing my Tattler contributions by a single finger at Zoe’s in PI. 
Naturally I am hopeful of a smooth and timely recovery, not the situation for a man I met in a Cowes Op Shop. I swapped stories with him when I no-
ticed him wearing a similar arm support strap to me which he said he had been using for over 6 months because his collar bone injury needed an 
operation leading to an infection! 
 Mike Larkin                                       
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SHEPHERDS   
CONTRACTING 

 

Hay Baling, Net Wrap Rolls,    
Silage, Mowing, Raking 

Will Consider Shares 

Hay and General Carting 

46 Ft Drop Deck 

27 Ft Tray Truck 

Pasture Sowing-Direct Drilling 

or Over Sowing 

Pasture Renovation 

HAY FOR SALE 
Prompt and Professional Ser-

vice 

Call Darren 0438850918  

GRETA SOUTH 
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      Miscellaneous Announcements 

The next Girls Shed will be from Friday 19th 
June at the  Tatong Memorial Hall.  

The next Tatong Dinner will be on  Wednesday    
10th June at 6.30pm at the Tatong Tavern. 

 The next Whitegate Dinner will be on      
Wednesday 3rd June at the Tatong Tavern 

FOR SALE 

Kings 2.2kva inverter generator 

$350 ONO 

Phone Terry or Sue O'Brien 

0490951209 or 0417418136 

 
Ambiano professional multi-
functional 6 litre pressure 
cooker. $50.  Phone Sue 
0417418136 

Breville Kitchen Wizz* 8. 
Complete with jug, blender 
& all attachments. $250 
ONO.  Phone Sue 
0417418136 

An update to the Victorian School Swimming State 
finals held in Melbourne on April 23rd. 
Benalla's FCJ College achieved some outstanding 
results. 
Tilly De Fazio Bronze Medal in 50m butterfly and Sil-
ver in 50m freestyle. 
Chloe, Sophie, Olivia and Tilly, Bronze in 50m med-
ley relay 
Chloe, Tilly J, Sophie and Tilly D Gold, STATE 
CHAMPIONS, in freestyle relay. 
An amazing achievement for a small, country swim-
ming club reflecting the dedication of the swimmers 
and their coaching team. 
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                    Swanpool News 

Wishing our table tennis teams all the best, one way to 
keep warm over winter! 
  
Our Oval Pizzeria continues to draw the crowds, with the 
next Pizza night scheduled for Friday 26 June, from 
5.00pm. Takeaway is available, and payment can be 
made by cash or card, BYO drinks. A completely volunteer 
run event, all proceeds go towards upkeep of the Oval 
facilities. All enquiries t Marg, 0438 295 060. 
  
Anyone grieving a loved one is invited to join The Butter-
flies Bereavement Support Group, next meeting on 19

th
 

June. For more details, call Lesley Hupe on 0412 111 397 
or Debra Huby on 0429 193 564. 
  
The Cinema begins June with a matinee and Double Bill 
screenings of a new blockbuster, “The Devil Wears Prada 
2”, featuring the same stars who were in the original wildly 
successful film in 2006.The rivalry between legendary 
fashion editor Miranda Priesley (Meryl Streep) and her 
former assistant Emily Charlton (Emily Blunt) has intensi-
fied as print media is losing the battle with digital plat-
forms, and Miranda is nearing retirement. Every bit as styl-
ish and entertaining as the original, this is not to be 
missed! 
  
Our second matinee is more sobering, being a fundraiser 
organised by a group of patrons to support the United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East (UNRWA), and featuring a harrowing but 
powerful film, “The Voice Of Hind Rajab”. January 29, 
2024. Red Crescent volunteers receive an emergency call. 
A 5-year-old girl is trapped in a car under fire in Gaza, 
pleading for rescue. While trying to keep her on the line, 
they do everything they can to get an ambulance to her. 
As complications continue to arise, the situation becomes 
increasingly more difficult, and responders are forced to 
juggle protocol, panic, and moral urgency while trying to 
comfort Hind amongst negotiating an impossible reality. 
Unlike the rest of our programme, bookings are essential 
for this event, and can be made through Humanitix 
Events.humanitix.com/the-voice-of-hind-rajab-r2j2je7b 
  
We finish our season over the last weekend of June with 
an entertaining new film starring Hugh Jackman and an 
unlikely group of sheep detectives, “The Sheep Detec-
tives”, screening with a popular new film starring Ryan 
Gosling, “Project Hail Mary”, sure to please a range of pa-
trons! And we will also be screening some great foreign 
language films as well as the Oscar winning new docu-
mentary “Mr Nobody Against Putin”. 
  
Following this fun Double Bill, we will close for our annual 
winter break, but in a departure from previous years, we 
hope to screen this year’s iconic Swanpool Environmental 
Film Festival on 11 July, watch this space for more details! 
 All details are on our webpage, 
www.swanpoolcinema.com.au, and on our printed pro-
grammes, available at our usual outlets in Swanpool, 
Benalla and Mansfield. We look forward to seeing you! 

                                                                              Deb 

http://www.swanpoolcinema.com.au
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 June 2021 
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The Tattler welcomes another puzzle from  contributor Amanda Greene.  
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N&M Contracting provides a range 
of farm services and fencing  

solutions.   
Servicing Benalla and surrounds 

Farm  
Farm maintenance 

& contracting 
 

Short or long term 
farm care-taking 

service 

Fencing 
Rural fencing 
Post driving 

Custom projects  
 

Stock yard repairs 
& modifications 

For enquiries contact Nathan 

Ph: 0417 786 044 
Email: nburgess616@gmail.com 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050. 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 207. 53 77 43.5 66.8 49.4 132 34.1 40.7 891.3 

2021 76.6 47.8 39.6 8.2 66.5 99.3 154.9 51.5 92.6 66.5 111 40.5 855 

2022 219.3 4.8 72.7 81.4 42.5 102.5 49.7 126.6 111.9 232.2 139.2 25 1217 

2023 25 18.7 61.1 62.8 59.2 197.6 51.1 67.2 25.2 120.8 57.1 98.2 846 

2024 156.4 17.6 14.7 26.9 73.8 53.1 76.7 47 42.2 46.4 167.7 48 770.5 

2025 22.5 13.5 66.5 8.9 20.9 81.8 118.2 51.9 34.4 49.7 74 70 622.3 

2026 0.5 52.8 50.3          103.1 

Weather for the Tatong Township 
Unfortunately I can’t report any rainfall details because I left them at home and I am at daughter Zoe’s home on Philip 

Island,  see story on  page 7.                                                                                                                                        Mike Larkin 
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: 

Full Page                Half Page    Quarter (or 2x1/8th): 

Single Issue:   $32   $16   $8 

Six Issues: $180   $85 $45 

Eleven Issues: $320 $160 $80 

 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENT by EFT: 
BSB 803078 A/C 100036313 a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

Is it an ad? Publicity for an event with an entry fee is 

classed as advertising and charged accordingly.  Local 

community events may be excepted. 

FORMAT (ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!) 
For pre-formatted advertisements, the size of a “half page” 
is 13.6cm x 19cm, and “quarter page” 13.6cm x 9.3cm.  
To avoid distortion to your image, please fit your 
advertisement to these sizes. 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher. Text 
can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file formats 
such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt. Photos (i.e. JPGs) can be 
attached, to be laid out by editor. 

If layout is important, submit your work as an image, or in 
MS Publisher. If laid out in a Word document, contents will 
be copied into Publisher. However, the Editor will have an 
idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. 

If you require help, contact a Tattler committee-member. 

 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month, 
January-November. Non-digitised items which need 
scanning or typing, by the 15th.  
 

SUBMISSIONS / CONTACT 

Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au, leave in 
the Tattler Mailbox beside the Tavern, or send by post to 
the Secretary. 

Secretary: Linda De Fazio, PO Box 588 Benalla 3671,  
03 5766 6375  linda.defazio6@gmail.com 

 

Arrange your copy of the 

Tatong Tattler! 
Have a printed copy delivered within Tatong district, 

Or download it in Techni-colour from  
anywhere in the world! 

The Tattler is Delivered free to Tatong & surrounding 
Districts. The PDF file (Colour) may be downloaded by 
anyone, anywhere, from www.tatongtattler.org.au 

To arrange Tattler delivery, or to be notified when the PDF 
is available, contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au 

DONATIONS 

A donation of $1 per issue, or $10 per year, is appreciated 
& helps cover costs. The Tattler is managed, produced 
and distributed entirely by volunteers. 

Donations can be given to committee members, left in the 
locked Box by the Tavern, or sent by EFT (see above). 


