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Congratulations to little superfish Tilly De Fazio of Molyullah who scooped the pool at the Hume Region Schools Swim

Championships on March 13th.
First place in 4 individual events. 13-15 year old 100m freestyle, 12/13 50m freestyle, 50m backstroke and 50m Butter-

fly. Also 2 relays, breaking the relay records.
Wishing the girls luck for the State Swim Championships to be held in Melbourne next month representing Benalla FCJ

College.
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AUCTION

161 Cowan Street,
Benalla

On the edge of Benalla township, 161 Cowan 5t is a well-

appointed 4 bed (3 + study) family home with multiple fiving zones,

cutdoor entertaining areas & low-maintenance gardens. A 5 min.
drive to Benalla’s CBD & easy Hume Fwy. access for travel
towards Mebourne, Wangaratta & Euroa, this is an ideal 15t home
or investor oppertunity in thriving Benalla.

raywhiteruralvictoria.com.au

Ry Whits Rursl Victorls | 8553 4811
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Auction
28th of March at 11:00am

View
By Appocintment Only

2= 28 1= 1H= 813E

Darmren Askew
0428 113343
carren.askew@raywhite.com.au

We bring the obole team
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$10 Donation for your Tattler

Created by and for the communities of Tatong District, the "Tatong Tattler" is produced with great
love by a committee of volunteers, and distributed over hill and dale by more diligent local
volunteers.

Advertising covers much of the cost of production (printer, toner, paper etc) however we ask for a
donation of $10 per year. That is a dollar per issue and you get one free!

Donations can be (a) given to committee members; (b) left in the locked box by the Tavern; or (c)
EFT'd to GMCU BSB 803078 A/c 100036313 Tatong Tattler.

Tatong
Heritage
Group

“Davy Falls”, Tatong (c1890)

Trawling Trove (http://trove.nla.gov.au, National Library of Australia) in a moment of leisure, turned up this
aged travel snap. The details are “Davy Falls, Tatong”, published in 1890 by W. H. Ferguson, “negative :
glass ; 12.1 x 16.6 cm. (half plate)”. The original is of extraordinarily high resolution; one can zoom in and see
that the valley floor is covered in fallen trees.

This photo, taken from a hill on one side
of the valley, is surely a hill with a creek to
get the name "Davy Falls" (Unless W.H.’s
mate Davy fell over just here.)

Does anyone know of Davy Falls? A
property owned by any Davy's?
Would anyone recognise the layout?

Below is a cropped section of the hill line.
W.H. Ferguson travelled this area as a
part of his collection, “Gippsland and the
Victorian high country”, and there are
other gems, including one of “Sams
Falls”, now known as Lex’s Falls, on
Knapper’s place.

Links are on the Tatong Heritage Group
web page, www.vichet.net.au/~tathg

- Andrea Stevenson, for the Tatong
Heritage Group.

The multi-layered horizon. It may be that the negative is reversed, and this is a mirror-image of the actual view.

J@
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TatongTavern.com

A O NOW OPEN

TAV ERN 7DPAYS

Sunday - Thursday 11am to 8pm
Kitchen 11am to 7:30pm

Friday & Saturday 11am til late based on patron numbers
Kitchen 11am to 8:30pm

1 8 8 4 Open Public Holidays

BAR BOTTLE SHOP RESTAURANT ENTERTAINMENT ACCOMMODATION

7

IBoolkkeeping
SEIRVICES

Covering Benalla and
surrounding districts

THE

Handy Goat _
MYOB, Xero, Registered BAS
Hotie Maliteiaics agent, payroll, debt collection,
and General Handyman services. accountant liaison and general

administration duties.

Servicing Tatong, Swanpool and surrounding areas.

For repairs or upgrades around the house, . ) .
and jobs you need completed, A professional and confidential
Give the Handy Goat a call. » ¢ : ¢
service 1s provided at all times.
Paul Karis
0405 197 009

Thehandygoat454@gmail.com FOI‘ inquiries please ph’one

Lisa Grover 0417 051 296
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The Indian Railway Odyssey

This brief article recounts a couple of train trips we took in
India some years ago, when we were visiting a number of
places such as Jaipur, Agra, Orchha, Khajuraho and Vara-
nasi (previously known as Benares). Having experienced the
splendour of the Taj Mahal and the Agra Fort, we were to
take the Shatabdi Express — a high speed express train
which covered the 215km trip from Agra Cantonment Station
to Jhansi Junction in 2 % hours, from where we were to
travel to the small and beautiful town of Orchha by car. The
station was not unexpectedly in tumult: beggars, hawkers,
travellers, people crossing the line, journeymen offering re-
pairs to baggage and other sundry services, trains packed
with people, some hanging on the sides. The air-conditioned
Shatabdi Express, while perhaps a little grubby, left Agra
punctually and arrived just as punctually at Jhansi. After a
couple of days in Orchha we were driven to the temple town
of Khajuraho where we were to stay for a couple of days.
(Our travel agency had discounted the practical possibility of
train journey options between these places.)

We left Khajuraho early by car (once again the train option
was lengthy, the service unreliable and required several
changes) to drive to the nearest convenient railway station
at Satna for our trip to Varanasi. Passing peacocks by the
side of the road as we travelled through pleasantly wooded
and undulating countryside, we made good time as we ap-
proached the less than prepossessing outskirts of the sub-
stantial and rather dusty and ugly industrial town of Satna,
famous apparently for its concrete works (!). The earliness of
our arrival was probably deliberately arranged so we could
be ushered into a very grubby café and offered the less than
attractive prospect of breakfast.

Our train, the Sarnath Express, was but a few minutes late,
an impressive achievement given that it had travelled nearly
600 km from its point of departure. Our compartment was
not unacceptable, consisting of bench seats which were
convertible to bunks, and curtained from the corridor. There
was one other passenger on the opposite seat. We soon
discovered that passengers on the Sarnath Express seem to
have little concern for the protocols of personal space, as
part of the floor was taken up with a suitcase that we later
discovered was the property of someone from another part
of the carriage. To make matters worse our seat was occu-
pied by a sleeping woman, covered with what turned out to
be our blanket. The conductor soon ejected her, sending her
back to her 3" class carriage. My wife was pleased to dis-
cover that unlike the Shatabdi Express, ostensibly a more up
-market train, our carriage was furnished with traditional
Western style toilets. As with our night train in Thailand, we
appeared to be the only tourists on the train.

The journey began promisingly as we made a stately pro-
gress across the North Central Plain, stopping occasionally
at some rather remote and desolate places. At noon we
reached a place called Naini Junction. One and a half hours
later, we finally left Naini Junction. As the journey pro-
gressed, the word ‘junction’ began to strike something like
fear into our hearts. We discovered that the Sarnath Express
was not considered to ply a particularly important route, so it
had to give way to more prestigious trains. The signalling
systems on this part of the network were rather primitive,
and although other trains passing through this junction were
of greater prestige that did not prevent them from being de-
layed themselves (possibly through having to give way to
trains of even greater prestige at other junctions). As a re-
sult, junctions can be a source of significant delays, as evi-
denced by the insouciance of our fellow passengers who
took advantage of the delay to stretch their legs and partake

of refreshments provided by sellers who swarmed on to the
platform, doubtless aware of the delays to the Sarnath Ex-
press that appeared to be a common occurrence.

Eventually we made glacial progress across the Jumna (now
called the Yamuna) river and its majestic confluence with the
holy Ganges (Ganga). We pulled into the city of Allahabad
(Prayagraj), yet another junction, where a new engine was
placed at what was now the front of the train, as we were to
partially retrace our tracks (!) before plunging off towards Va-
ranasi Cantonment Station®. After a brief delay of 45 minutes
or so, we moved off. By now Steve was losing patience
(never one of his strengths to be honest) and a sense of time,
as well as suffering somewhat from the oppressive heat, as
the barely adequate air conditioning ceased to operate after
longish stops at stations.

So off we lumbered (a word not often used in juxtaposition
with the word express) back across the Ganges to a small
station called Prayag in the hinterlands of Allahabad. There
we stopped and remained for some 30 minutes or so. To-
gether with many of the other passengers, Steve detrained to
stretch his legs and he asked the conductor the reason for
this delay, as Prayag did not appear to be a junction (later
research indicated that it was, but only because the next
stretch of line was single track). The conductor explained that
as the next stretch of line was indeed only single track, we
had to wait for the down train, which, unsurprisingly, was:

a. More important than the Sarnath Express; and

b. Always late.

Steve thanked him for this information, and as he turned away
to look up towards the front of the line, he noticed that plat-
form was now suddenly devoid of passengers. Although the
signal still appeared to be red, the train began inexorably to
move away, leaving him alone on the platform, clad only in T
shirt, shorts and sandals, without money, passport or wife.
Fortunately, the Sarnath Express does not possess rapid ac-
celeration, and he was able to clamber aboard in reasonably
leisurely fashion.

We finally reached Varanasi Cantonment without any further
incident of note, apart from a couple of unexplained stops in
the middle of nowhere, nearly four hours late and very hungry
after a journey of 11%* hours. We have to admit we paid less
than full attention to our surroundings on this last leg of our
epic journey, as we were both approaching a state of stupor,
and beginning to forget what life was like before we got on the
train. However, we vaguely recall small villages, small chil-
dren watching the train pass slowly by, and local people going
about their daily lives, with the final stretch into Varanasi
bringing more dense settlements and riverfront views of the
Ganges. Our first impressions of Varanasi were of a noisy,
dirty city, choked with traffic. The station itself was crowded,
filthy and full of beggars and people preparing to spend the
night: on the platforms, on the bridge over the tracks and in
the ticket hall.

Although at the time, the journey was full of frustrations we
experienced an India that many tourists who insulate them-
selves from the sometimes challenging environment and sur-
round themselves with luxury would never know.

These stations were called ‘cantonment’ because they
were built near British-era military settlements
(cantonments) to facilitate troop movement, logistics, and
defence needs. So the Indian rail network is perhaps, at least
in part, one of the positive impacts of British colonialism.

Steve Ingram and Gail Bourne
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TATONG TOPICS - APRIL 1926

Benalla Standard 2" April 1926;

CRICKET. MOLYULLAH V. TATONG.

A very pleasant afternoon was spent at Molyullah
last Saturday when two cricket teams from Tatong
visited the district. To add to the enjoyment the
ladies kindly supplied afternoon tea. At 1 o'clock
the Tatong schoolboys arrived, and the game
which ensued between them and the local
schoolboys was very interesting.

Molyullah was beaten by 11 runs.

The adult teams commenced a game at 3 o'clock,
Molyullah batting first owing to the lateness of the
hour in commencing their innings, some of the
Tatong players retired in order to give others a turn
with the bat.

Molyullah 57 runs, Tatong 111 runs.

The North Eastern Ensign 2" April 1926;

MRS C. Mc INTOSH.

On Saturday last, the death occurred at her
residence at Tatong, of Mrs Catherine Mcintosh, at
the ripe age of 82 years. The deceased lady was
the widow of the late Mr G. F. MclIntosh, and was
a native of Rosen shire (Scotland). She had
resided in Victoria for the past 61 years.
Pneumonia was the cause of death. She is
survived by a family of six sons—

Alexander, John, George, Hugh, William and
Kenneth, and two daughters— Elizabeth and
Margaret. The remains were interred in the Benalla
cemetery, Rev. A. C. Mc Connan, officiated at the
grave.

The Argus 3™ April 1926:

Application for the transfer of licence.

Frederick Beale the holder of a victualler's license
for the Tatong Hotel at Tatong in the Benalla
Licensing District, and I, Ivor Reuben Moyle the
care of the Murchison Hotel, Murchison, hereby
give notice that we will APPLY to the Licensing
Court at Melbourne on Monday the 17th day of
April, 1926, for the transfer of licence to the said
Ivor Reuben Moyle. Dated March 7, 1929
Signed; Frederick Beale and Ivor Rueben Moyle.

Benalla Standard 13" April 1926;

VFU. TATONG BRANCH,

The monthly meeting of the Tatong branch of the
V.F.U. was held on Friday evening, when there
was a good attendance. The efforts of this branch
and Samaria, to have a joint political rally at the
Moorngag Hall have hardly been successful. Mr.
R. Cook, M.P., was unable to attend, so also was
Mr. Patterson, whom the dairymen were
particularly anxious to hear. Mr. Carlisle, M.L.A..
was the only speaker available. The joint honorary
Secretaries, are still endeavouring to get speakers.
Correspondence was received (per Mr. Cook) re
the local request for a direct connection by
telephone to Tatong so that another route would
be, available from Swanpool, and this district, in
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place of the Mansfield road line, which is often
jammed with the high tension induced currents
from the power mains on that road. The matter is
being considered, and an early reply is promised.
Considerable discussion took place over the
circular letter received from the central council and
the minority section of the V.F.U. It was decided
that this branch should not break away from the
union, but is against the idea of widening the
scope of membership, and considers that they
should continue the fight within the union, and that
right must eventually prevail.

Benalla Standard 13" April 1926: (abridged)
Council Minutes — Tatong Riding;

From M. E. Hancock, re the promise of the
Minister to make an inspection of the suggested
railway route from the Tatong line to Tolmie, and
asking the council to urge the Minister to fulfil his
promise, as he is likely to be making a tour to
Kiewa, and might make it convenient to inspect
this route at the same time.—The council to use
whatever influence it has with the Minister in
having this work expedited.

The Corowa Chronicle 17t" April 1926:

POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT
TENDERS will be received by the Deputy Director,
Post and Telegraphs. Sydney, up to 3 p.m. on 6th
MAY, 1926, for (a) the erection of new subscribers'
telephone lines from the Walla Walla Post office to
the break off points to the subscribers' premises
(whole of the work}; (b) supply and delivery of the
necessary poles; (c) labour only. Particulars
obtainable at the Post Offices, Corowa. Mulwala,
Walla Walla, Chiltern (Vic), Yarrawonga (Vic),
Berrigan, Tatong (Vic). and Balldale.

Benalla Standard 23 April 1926;

Hospital Donation.—Mr. Hinchley, secretary of the
Wangaratta Hospital, writes:—

"Will you please acknowledge receipt of cheque
value £8, proceeds of the Tatong entertainment
given in aid of the hospital, and sent to me per Mr.
James Spence, secretary of the movement.

On behalf of the Committee of management | have
to tender their sincere thanks for the donation."

The Sun News Pictorial 27™" April 1926:
SECESSION DEPLORED The quarterly meeting,
of the district council of the V.F.U. was held today.
Representatives from Goorambat, Boweya,
Samaria, Yarrawonga,

Swanpool, Tatong, Warrenbayne, and Benalla
were present. After discussion on the secession
guestion, the following motion was passed:—
“That this meeting of delegates of the Benalla
District Council of the V.F.U. deplores what is
taking place, but realises that the majority must
rule, and trusts wiser councils will yet prevail.
Everyone should strive to strengthen the present
organisation.

Compiled by Barry O’Connor. Tatong Heritage
Group.
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What's in season for our second month of autumn, although it still feels like summer!

Cauliflower is great eating at this time as are broccoli, mushrooms and pumpkins.

I love raw cauliflower, fine chopped to resemble couscous or panko breadcrumbs. Easily done in a food processor or
chopped by hand. If hand chopping | separate the stems from the flowers and chop individually, you get a better texture
than chopping together. Cauliflower tabbouleh is a favourite and it goes with almost any grilled or baked meat, chicken
or fish. Look for a cauliflower with tight flowers at the top, approximately 800g, chop as above and mix with 4 or 5 white
and green long spring onions (shallots) finely chopped; 4 large very ripe truss tomatoes, chopped; a bunch of flat leaf
parsley, chopped; a bunch of mint leaves, chopped; the juice of a lemon; 3 tablespoons of EV olive oil and salt and pep-
per to taste. Mix well adding more lemon juice to taste and serve at once. If making ahead add the lemon juice just
before serving. Refrigerate any leftovers and toss in a very hot wok to caramelise and heat through, delicious as a side
dish or just tumbled onto toasted rye bread for lunch. A quick one pan vegetable dish is cauliflower cut into florets,
guartered ripe truss or Roma tomatoes and halved eschalots (small bulb shaped members of the onion family with a
mild, slightly garlic sweet flavour - you'll find them next to the onions in Woolies or Coles) tossed in olive oil with a good
glug of olive oil and a good pinch of salt and pepper. Bake in the oven until browned but still a bit crisp. You can cer-
tainly add any veg you have on hand to this dish just roast until tender. Deep fried cauliflower florets are also so, so
delicious, especially with the next recipe.

Recently | attended a whole foods, plant based cooking class hosted by Adam Guthrie of | Feel Good. Adam travels the
country promoting plant based cooking and lifestyle. | love all the pulses such as cannellini, kidney, fava and black
beans; chickpeas and lentils and use them a lot. | likewise cook a lot of vegetable dishes but | gained a lot of tips and
tricks from this class. My favourite recipe from Adam was his Mexican Burrito Bow! which included a Cashew Sour
Cream which was absolutely delicious and my mind was going bonkers thinking of ways to use it and trick it up to use in
so many applications, especially for my vegan and low fat diet friends.

To make the cashew cream place 2509 cashew nuts, 250ml water and the juice of 1-2 lemons (according to taste) in a
high speed blender. | used a Nutri bullet. Blend until super smooth and add salt to taste. You can start with | lemon
and add the other juiced lemon at the end depending on how sour you want the cream to taste. The longer you blend
the thicker it becomes and can be loosened by adding a dash more water. Serve this instead of sour cream with refried
beans and corn chips. Or dollop it on roasted vegetables; warm gently and smear on to plates then top with savoury
crepes, meat balls or crispy fried chicken. Variations: add finely chopped flat leaf parsley and mint and serve with grilled
lamb chops; add baby spinach to the initial cashew mix and wizz until smooth for a perfect green sauce; add sambal
oelek (chilli sauce) and serve with chicken schnitzels. Add plain yogurt, a pinch or two of sumac and serve with Greek
lamb skewers. Any left overs can be successfully frozen in ice cube trays; just defrost and whisk to regain a creamy
consistency. The uses are limitless and perfect if you need cream to finish a dish, but don’t have any!!

| got a bit carried away there (so mushrooms will have to wait until next month) but it's such a versatile recipe that |
wanted to share for you to add to your repertoire.

RN ) LRI b , i

Come along, bring your lunch and some goodies to share, do some craft or just have a chat. Hope
to see at the Tatong Memorial Hall. Cathy 0488 377 243

Our April Girls Shed will be our first crafting weekend for this year on

17th, 18th and 19th. Bring along your projects large or small and enjoy a 3 day weekend of fun and
catch ups whilst enjoying tea, coffee and some tasty goodies as you work on your projects.
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'Tatong\ For Sale by the
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| eroup | Tatong Heritage Group
Y, 4 ! rtongheritage@yahoo.com au

.....

Back to Tatong March

4 & 5, 1978 by the Back o
Tatong Committee (Size: AS -
22 pages) Price $5 (+ postage)

Those were the days at

Tatong Edited by Lydia
Dronseika 2008 (Size : A4 - 72

Magpie Memories ’«"‘:é "oy
History of the Tatong :
Football Club 1908 -

1992 Editor Vicki Rose (Size:
BS5 - 68 pages) Price §7 (+
postage)

YALPIE .‘”&HOIUNY

v Ih Mah vwinae
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Sataariolim q
Toxe) beavdie Nawwe

Moy Tae- %

2 4| Centenary of the Tatong

il Recreation Reserve May 1908 -
2008 by John & Elaine Brogan (Size: BS
- 40 pages) Price $5 (+ postage)

. e
e
# W v
\ \ ,‘
) R ¢

-~ ‘.:Asn_;
The History of the | , "2
Molyullah and Upper czen)
Ryan's Creek District

1879 - 1979 vy Norma
Ryan (Size: AS - 95 pages)

MR NN

BANALLA

“wb‘f‘: ‘;‘
Tl n-.ﬂ ~ Benalla Sale Yards
" =1  Through the Years
he * _ Researched by Chick Walker 2011

(Size: A4 - 218 Pages) Price $25 (+
postage)
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Nita's Childhood Growing
up in Tatong 1919 - 1937
by Nita McCauley (Size: AS - 26
Pages) Price §5 (+ postage)

dreanaeg rtveee
LR L

R

Tatong Just off

=# the Track Edited by Lydia
'\ Dronseika 2010 (Size: A4 - 76 Pages)
w Pt Price $12 (+ postage)

TATONG
FOOTTant L - MELRALL L1 S

Tatong Football-Netball
Centenary 1908 - 2008 (size: BS
- 104 pages) Price $10 (+ postage)

Mirtako
Mecmnrics
s Mirtako Memories
By Shirley Earll (nee
P Simonds) Growing up in
White Gate in the 1930s
@ (Size: AS - 46 pages) Price
I R Y ss (+m)

ARG TRy
e ATNT, IMAY .

The Flame Tamers 100
years protecting Tatong - ® &
1908 -2008 by John & Elaine ik

Brogan (Size: BS - 32 pages) Price §5
(+ postage)

Tatong Primary School 3006
Cookbook Centenary 1890 -

1990 Tatong Young Bloods (Size: BS
112 pages) Price §7 (+ postage)

AHistory of Samaria |
Valley; Samaria as it was!

compiled by Jack Duffy (Size: A4 -
54 pages) Price §$15 (+ postage)
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For more than four decades, the
Tatong district and surrounding
communities have stood proudly
behind the Royal Children’s Hospital
Good Friday Appeal. This much-loved
local tradition brings our community
together each year to help provide
vital care for children and families
who rely on the Royal Children’s
Hospital.

In keeping with our 2026 fundraising
goals, the Good Friday Appeal com-
mittee has once again made the
difficult decision to run a virtual fundraiser. While the format may be
different, our dedication to the cause remains unchanged.

This year, we are pleased to launch an online auction in partnership
with Shout For Good and the Good Friday Appeal team.

You can view and participate in the auction here:
https://shoutforgood.com/auctions/2026-tatong-rch-good-friday-
appeal-auction

ood
9 Friday

THE Re¥AL CHILDREWS HOSFITAL

We also acknowledge that many households and businesses across
our region are facing significant challenges, particularly following re-
cent bushfires and the ongoing fuel crisis. We understand that times
are tough, and we are deeply grateful for any support—big or small—
that our community is able to offer.

There are several ways to contribute to the Tatong RCH Good Friday
Appeal. Donations of goods or services for the auction are warmly
welcomed, as are monetary contributions. Donations can be made via
direct deposit, cheque or cash, and tax-deductible receipts can be ar-
ranged for individuals or businesses. As always, every dollar raised
Is passed directly to the Good Friday Appeal.

Our fundraising efforts simply wouldn’t be possible without the gen-
erosity, kindness and community spirit of people like you.

For further information, please contact:

Tatong RCH Good Friday Appeal

tatongrchappeal@yahoo.com.au

0487 236 505
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| would like to respond to the article by Chris Millot in the
last Tatong Tattler. Firstly, | would like to point out that the
author of said article, doesn’t live on Centre Rd so it cer-
tainly will have no impact on his residence.

As for generalising that people didn’t complain 100 years
ago.......... well let’s face it........ they probably did but 100
years ago the ability to have your complaints heard was
very limited unlike the social network and computer world
we live in today. Pretty sure there were plenty of complaints
from our first nations people as we took the land that was
theirs ...... but that's a whole other discussion.

| found the references to other micro businesses interest-
ing...a farmgate shop, which is a fabulous little small hutch
at the front of their property. It is not a big industrial factory
like what is going in on Centre Rd. It doesn’t affect their
neighbours in any way. Our local horse training facilities are
also not a large scale industrial factory and also do not af-
fect their neighbours. As for Odyssey House, this one was
a fascinating addition as this very community in Molyullah
raised $20,000 to legally fight against it coming here with
objections from just about the whole of the community.

My husband and | personally, have a large scale national
and international business, and yet our neighbours are not
affected by our business in any way either, and unless we
had told them of the scale of it, they would be none the
wiser.

| am all for businesses thriving, and | would like to point out,
that no-one that lives on Centre Rd or Molyullah Rd that
objected, has an issue with the Industrial Milk/Cheese fac-
tory and hope that it is very successful. What we have an
issue with, is the location, and that it is straight opposite
where the only residences of Centre Rd and Molyullah Rd
live. It would have had full support if it was built on Mr. Hill’'s
land, on the other side of his dairy, and closer to where Mr.
Hill lives where it would not have had any impact on any-
one.

| cannot speak for everyone else, but | know when we pur-
chased and moved here, it was the country lifestyle and
surroundings of this community that we fell in love with. Af-
ter many years of military service, | wanted to retire into a
community similar to that | grew up in, and enjoy the peace-
fulness of living in the countryside. | have no issue with this
project being a “dream or vision” of Mr. Hill. It isn’'t our
dream though nor does it appear to be anyone else’s that
lives on Centre and Molyullah rds..... it has simply become
our nightmare, and we are not alone in these thoughts. We
heard quite a bit of gossip on the grapevine about this
dream and then passing comments on bits and pieces
about it. What we ended up discovering once going into the
objection side of things, that what we had been told and
what was in the actual plans differed greatly. Communica-
tion failure here is probably at least the best bit of advice |
can give. If it was better communicated,

then maybe discussions could have taken place before-
hand. Now, as a result of the decision to go ahead by coun-
cil and poor communication from the applicant, all | see is a
community very divided. Our dream, is what we saw when
we purchased. At no point would we have moved here if we
knew that there was to be a large scale industrial milk/
cheese factory going to be developed opposite us.

So this brings me to my final point, that to go as far as say-
ing “let’'s not be petty, jealous or obstructive”......... from
someone who doesn’t live on Centre or Molyullah Rd, has-
n’t got all the facts and information (as he has himself
stated in his article), and to the best of my knowledge, not

spoken to anyone of us that lives here to find out why we
have objected....... your comments are uncalled for, insult-
ing and unwarranted and just plain rude.

As for the Milk/Cheese Factory.......... the council has
given the go ahead, so what is done is done and | hope
that it is a great success for not only the Hill's but for the
wider community at large.

Katie Davis-Berkahn

Chris Millott - Past, Present Future March Edition

Some Valid points were raised. For those not sure of the
"exact Details"; as per the Benalla Council Permit Applica-
tion P016-25 Submitted January 2025.

"An Onsite Cheese, Milk and Cream Production Plant, 60
Seat Cafe, a Display Workshop Building,, Animal Petting
Z00, 4 Cabins - Farm Stay Accommodation, two Agricul-
tural Sheds, A Reduction in Car Parking." (Car parking will
cater for Bus and Cars).

The Entrance is on Centre Road, Close to Residents - Not
Opposite the Molyullah Hall. The Commercial Develop-
ment will be directly opposite Centre Road Residents.
Benalla Council have voted in Favour for this Project to
Proceed.

Resident
Centre Road, Molyullah

Name Supplied. Ed

RENOVATING THE POND (cont.)

| had installed a metal screen because of the young
grandkids safety and to deter herons which love eating
goldfish. Also the water lily had spread too much chok-
ing the pond and, along with the mesh, stopped the lily
flowers from emerging. It needed a block and tackle to
drag the mesh and attached lily plants out of the pond.
Once all the plants except those in the designated
deep part of the pond were removed | put some feed
bags of excess waterlilies on the front nature strip and
mentioned it in the Tatong Newsletter on Facebook. |
was surprised to find how many people wanted them.
Our lily flowers are pink and the plant prefers to be in
300mm (one foot) of water, so a part of one end of my
pond was built with a section this deep. Another pref-
erence for the lilies is that they do not like having wa-
ter sprinkled upon them.

Because the offspring have told us that there will not
be any more grandkids | have decided not to install
new netting and, apart from the netting, the pond is
only deepest, about 300mm, where the lilies are grow-
ing and they form a fairly solid mass which should pre-
vent immersion.

I may eventually get goldfish and will look for other
more subtle ways to stop the herons and water rats.
Yes, we once saw a huge native water rat sauntering
away from the pond after eating all of the fish. We had
to use Google to identify the rat having never seen
one before.

Mike Larkin
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Gawmn to Town

Then the dishwasher died. Well, the dishwasher made a
puddle on the floor behind the cabinet. Firstly | thought of
a plumber. After contemplation, | contacted the Appliance
Repair guy. Even then, | had a fair inkling it was actually
the Whitegoods shop | needed. The machine was ten
years old, and that's the life expectancy of a dishwasher.
Back some 40 years ago, we built a cottage on the NSW
farm. When Brian sketched how the kitchen might be laid
out, he drew in a dishwasher. “A dishwasher?” | cried,
“For two of us?” He asked, was | prepared to do all the
washing up? We got a dishwasher.

That one must have lasted about 10 years. It expired in
the middle of shearing. I'd come dashing into the house,
and realised the dishwasher wasn’t well. “The dishwasher
has died!” | wailed; it was of course packed to the
gunnels. Brian’s response was, “Well, you never wanted
one in the first place.” | declared myself a convert,
somehow found time to wash the entire freaking load of
dishes, and waited with passionate impatience for the
new dishwasher to arrive.

Washing dishes is an ancient art. My mother had seven
children and no dishwasher. | think she would have loved
one, and not just for the saving in time and work. She
was very good at puzzles, and packing a dishwasher
properly is a good practical puzzle. A darling relative once
stacked our dishwasher for me, during a lunch for a large
gathering of extended family. | found her admiring it, and
she said, “I've got all that lot in the dishwasher! And do
you know, I've never loaded a dishwasher before!” |
congratulated her, and thanked her heartily. Once she'd
headed back up the stairs, | unpacked the entire load and
put it back in with a chance of getting cleaned, and not
fouling on the spray arms.

Not so long ago, in a Vintage wares shop, | saw one of
those soap-cage-on-a-handle doovers. Just looking at it, |
swear | could smell the Pears soap. For a child, making
the water sudsy with one of
those was fun! - unlike
actually washing or drying
the dishes. | guess
whoever manufactured
those things must have
cursed the invention of liquid detergent.

How do young people cope, when without a dishwasher
for a week? Have they any idea how to hand wash
dishes? Do they understand the art of soaking?

On a farm, a dead dishwasher can make a handy rodent-
proof cupboard. Actually it doesn’t even need to be dead,
thinking back to neighbours in NSW. He was not
particularly domestic. Well, he liked eating food, and
having plates and clean clothes, he just expected it all to
be done for him. She came home once from a few days
away, to find dirty plates piled up on the benchtop above
the dishwasher. The plates were crawling with ants.
When next she needed to be away on a school trip, she
dreaded what she might find on her return. Instead, there
were no dirty plates in sight! She thought he must have
finally worked out what the dishwasher was for, until she
looked in the fridge. He'd put all the dirty plates there, so
the ants wouldn’t get them.

A dishwasher can play an important role in a household.
When we had 3 cats, the plates would go on the floor
first, then get loaded in the dishwasher. Maybe every
dishwasher should come with a free cat.

But then | remember when we were children, and my
sister licked her plate so clean that my mother thought it
was a sunbeam and put it back in the cupboard. That's
taking it too far. - Andi Stevenson

AIR FRYER EXPERIENCE
Having seen so much media information about air fryers but
knowing very little about the device | succumbed to the op-
portunity and purchased one at an op shop. | thought that
the $35 price was not too much to lose if Maeve did not
want it or it was mostly useless. As it turned out we both
really like this mini fan forced oven especially for re-
warming leftovers and taking the chill off the cat’s food and
milk, and that is apart from its cooking abilities and eco-
nomical power usage and speed compared to a full sized
oven.
There is a viewpoint that microwaved food damages the
structure of the food so I'm relieved from operating it, for
the time being.
Mike Larkin

Tattler Mission:

That Every Household withm the
Tattler Delrvery Area, wantmg a
Tattler, shall Recerve one.

Should 2 Household Want 2 Tatler but nof be
Getting one, please confaet 2 Member of the
Committee, and we shall Remedy thi
Unhappy Siuation af Onee!

However; there May be Tattlers
bemg Delrvered to where they are

not Wanted. ®

If anyone is Aware of such 4 Sorry Wast,
Mlease Advise 4 Member of the Commias

and save Part of 3 Tree,

A
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SP&JE LEWIS

( T T Ty ol
ﬁ NEW HOMES -~ EXTENSIONS - RENOVATIONS
WA Wab. 0817 368 761

Shane & Janine Lewis

« QUALITY BUILDERS
* NEW HOMES,

EXTENSIONS &
RENOVATIONS
 BENALLA &
SURROUNDING
AREAS
Bopple - Order Online Pick-up at « NO OBLIGATION
Tatong Tavern FREE QUOTES
SHEPHERDS
CONTRACTING

Hay Baling, Net Wrap Rolls,
Silage, Mowing, Raking
Will Consider Shares
Hay and General Carting
46 Ft Drop Deck
27 Ft Tray Truck

Pasture Sowing-Direct Drilling
or Over Sowing

Pasture Renovation
HAY FOR SALE
Prompt and Professional Ser-
vice
Call Darren 0438850918

GRETA SOUTH
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x Quentin White & Co \\

TANKS & PLUMBING PIONEER

WATER TANKS

6,800 - 500,000 Litres
Zincalume & Colorbond Steel Pioneer Water Tanks
Australian made BPA free Liner
20 year conditional warranty
Supply, delivery & installation included
Call for a tank quotation, or email
quentinwhiteplumbing@gmail.com

040790 36 37
www.qwtanks.com.au
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Miscellaneous Announcements

f‘"‘\lc‘
T —

The next Girls Shed will be from Friday 17th
April to Sunday 19th at the Tatong Memorial
Hall. See main announcement on page 10

The next Tatong Dinner will be on Wednesday
8th April at 6.30pm at The Tatong Tavern.

The next Whitegate dinner will be on
Wednesday 1st April at the Tatong Tavern

Congratulations to Fern Hills resident and Tattler
committee member Steve Ingram on becoming
the grandfather of a healthy 3.3kg boy.

Swanpool News

The Swanpool community is recovering from a busy
Summer ! Many of our groups are taking a breather,
following a busy March, but our legendary Pizza Nights
continue at the Oval, with the April night scheduled for
Friday 24", from 5.00pm. Takeaway is available, and
payment can be via cash or card, all proceeds going
towards the Albert Heaney Oval. If you would like to
join the volunteers who have been making this such a
success, please contact Marg on 0438 295 060.

Some readers may be aware of the small Bereavement
Support Group, The Butterflies, that meets in Swan-
pool, whose next meeting is scheduled for April 15".
This is for anyone missing a loved one. For more infor-
mation, please call Lesley on 0412 111 397, or Debra
on 0429 193 564.

Meanwhile the Cinema is busy, with a great April pro-

gramme, including a special matinee screening of the

loved classic “Charlotte’s Web” during school holidays,
Friday 10" April, 10.30am. No need to book, but arrive
in time to enjoy a cuppa or cordial and a biscuit before
the film!

Our Double Bills include newly released Australian fea-
ture “Jimpa”, starring Olivia Colman, which is screening
with an Irish favourite “Four Mothers”, which has won
audience prizes at several film festivals. Audience fa-
vourite Emma Thompson stars in “Dead of Winter’, a
riveting thriller set in freezing Minnesota, which shares
a similar wintery feel with “Midwinter Break” on the
same Double Bill.

Pick up a programme from various outlets n Benalla,
Mansfield, or Swanpool, or check out our website,
www.swanpoolcinema.com.au, all welcome to our
lovely retro venue, and a cinema run entirely by volun-
teers!

Deb

White &% News &
Gate !. Dates

The April White Gate dinner @ the Tavern is
booked for the 1st of April - so be warned. If someone
rings you that morning, and says the dinner has been
moved to the 5th and will be held in the Birdsville
Pub, remember April Fools Day!

Mind you, a good April Fool's Day leg-pull can be fun.
Or embarrassing. Maybe we’ll wake up that morning
to news that the Freeway Overpass is fixed.

Note that Daylight Saving will end on Easter Sunday,
April 5th, and your carpets will immediately stop
fading. The sun will be so excited it will get up an
hour earlier. Laurie will have to explain this to the
cows. - Andi Stevenson

This month on the De Fazio Dairy farm:

What a difference some rain has made. We have
green grass in the paddocks and things are looking
brighter. We can only hope that the weather bureau
forecast for a possible El Nino is as accurate as last
years forecast of La Nina.

Our girls are looking pretty good, we have one new
black & white arrival with many more expected
soon (no name yet, waiting for Leni to come home
from Uni to work out this years theme)

The dairyfarmer himself is even a little enthusiastic
about the new year. - Linda De Fazio

White Gate Fire Brigade Roster:

Noel Hutchens 29 Mar Bill Sykes 26 Apr
Hamish McMillan 5 Apr  Matthew De Fazio 3 May

Laurie De Fazio 12 Apr Ross Runnalls 10 May

Alan Stafford 19 Apr David Elford 17 May

——
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Recycled in mermory of Kathy Z

C(a Ydew DAZE e vest time to plant a tree is 20 years ago - the next best time is now

Mancbunrian Pear Trees bave anted 1o
AMWWAMMWMW@.

What would a cream sponge |
cake be without a generous
spread of Passionfruit icing
on top?

A favourite fruit for many.
The passionfruit vine is a
strong, vigorous, evergreen
climber, originating in South
America.

A good place to grow a passionfruit vine is one that is
out in the open, with full sun and no competitive tree
roots nearby.

Provide the vine with a strong trellis, fence or pergola to
climb. Passionfruit vines climb via small curly spring-
like tendrils that attach themselves to wire and have a
great grip.

\ ' — There was a time when the pas-

- sionfruit vine was planted on top
— of a lamb or sheep's liver, ox
¥ heart, or some other piece of of-
fal, to provide iron. This was
placed at the bottom of the hole,
and covered over with some soil,
and then the new vine was
planted on top.

- These days it is more usual

"N (unless the “on site” butcher has
~ been visiting) to use pelletised
chook manure, scattered about a metre around the root
system. Do this about twice a year.

Passionfruit vines are also hungry and thirsty and love a
well-drained soil. It's also a good idea to put some
mulch around the root system, to protect it from the hot
sun.

In its first year the little vine will make its way across the
trellis. Nip out the top bud and it will shoot out laterally.
This will provide lots of side shoots, and the vine will
start fruiting in about 18 months.

Given plenty of food, well-drained soil and lots of water,
a passionfruit vine will thrive. Be careful and don’t over
fertilise - twice a year
is best - too much fer-
P tiliser and there will be
lots of vine but no fruit.

- As the vine grows give
it a light prune in late
winter/early spring. Of-
ten what happens with
a passionfruit vine is
there is green growth
on the outside, where
the tendrils have at-

tached themselves and there is woody material in the
centre. It is not necessary to prune hard every year -
usually about 30 centimetres would be enough.

Beware - The Grafted Passionfruit - often recom-
mended as being a better option. However | have found
that the only difference is that you can be planting a per-
ennial nuisance that is almost impossible to eradicate
when the rootstock starts to take over..

If you start to notice
growth of a different
type - grey green five
lobed leaves - at the
base of a grafted pas- |
sionfruit - remove the
growth immediately -
don't let it get a hold.

| have written in the past of my battle with one of these
vines - it is a gardening form of The Alien and my battle
continues to this day as the roots have enmeshed them-
selves with the asparagus. | thought a few years back
that | had won after resorting to herbicide - but a couple
of years later . . . Oh No - It's Back!

Onsdmmendal (Mancbionian) Pean

| think | have the most enthu-
siastic Manchurian Pear Tree.
: | can see this tree out of the

4 bedroom window and it is of-

& ten the first sight | have of the

A new day. | think the tree has
a calendar that is fast (like a
clock that has been put for-
ward to ensure the train is not
missed) because the first red
leaves appear way before any
§ hint of Autumn is in the air.

The first couple of red leaves are rapidly followed
by the others further down the branch, and very
quickly the entire tree is a brilliant blazing red - un-
fortunately this wonderful display of colour is short
lived and is followed by an equally enthusiastic leaf
drop - and - there is a bare tree - waiting for spring.

Advice given to delay this attachment to an early
colouring and leaf drop is more water and fertiliser
- well | tried and it didn’t work.

This year | have taken more notice of other trees
in the neighbourhood, and have discovered that
they range from - totally red to still totally green.
So | have come to the conclu-
sion that it is a gene thing and
| should just enjoy the early

) colour, because not much is
‘t. ' going to curb this enthusiasm
*~ for a brilliant display of autumn

colour

&) Happy Gardening
i\ @ at
April 2021 - ]/15 =
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Wordsearch ‘A Little Bit Country’
S J TXEYAHNETAOUP
K MAALI VESTOCKTY APICULTURE LIVESTOCK
OHATNAOPI BI EOAV BOUNDARY FENCE  LUCERNE
OQPSEKUEIJRAWRMT BROADACRE MERINO
HBI OSI WY OONNNLA BROWN ROT MASSEY FERGUSON
CLCRIERQQHASYEIT CFA OATEN HAY
TLUFLI YWNDGATNADO CHOOKS POST AND RAIL
OALGACST FDAFZ KR RRN gz:;pj :IIETGF:LL
RFTDGCRRETCMATETUDSG =k Sp
NNU) ESELERGELSCNS DROPPERS TATONG TAVERN
WI RWTTPERTEGPUAA ERIEND TOWN
OAEJ UI PNEHEULTUV FROST UTE
RREEZMODOBO QI CS S E HILLS YARNS
B OUNDARYTFENTCTEGOR JOHN DEERE
S LLI HDDONI REMPN
The Tattler welcomes this puzzle from a new contributor Amanda Greene.
Her Word Search theme this month is * A little bit country’

A Reserve - T20 MVP Award
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Mark Osborne of Tatong who plays with Benalla Bushrangers
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/

"De Faz

Concretmg X
) / ), A / >-..~_

house slabs 4
EAL A LLaurie - 0407 099 930 U
R | Matt-0410 514192 i\

decorative /

concrete Chrlstlan 0415 422 942

/ e . /

/\ / / ‘ /«) \\

Bedrock Quarries
v Farm access roads
v Driveways
Y Tracks
Come and Try
Archery v Hardstand areas
1s* & 3rd Saturday 10am —
12noon

$15pp *Bookings Essential All made, repaired or renovated

Golden Vale Reserve - 113 using Lurg Hills grave|
Golden VVale Road Benalla

https://www.facebook.com/comeandtry

T ray cuantien conan Call me; Tim Ward - 0427 587458

Fully Qualified Coaches

All Equipment Supplied
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BENALLAFURNITURE
REMOVALS
- Storage available short and long term
- Servicing all Victoria and interstate
- Professional and friendly staff
- No move too big or too small
- Quality boxes and moving materials for sale
- Reliable on time and insured

Let us take the stress out of moving!
() 0419 142 666 BFR@outlook.com.au

Nutrien Harcourts Benalla Andrew Ashton

l‘i'u tr ien tl arcourts (03)5762 2188 0419 000 850

www.nutrienharcourts.com.au andrew.ashton@nutrien.com.au
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N&M Contracting

N&M Contracting provides a range
of farm services and fencing
solutions.

Servicing Benalla and surrounds

Farm Fencing
Farm maintenance Rural fencing
& contracting Post driving

Custom projects

Stock yard repairs
& modifications

Short or long term
farm care-taking
service

For enquiries contact Nathan
Ph: 0417 786 044
Email: nburgess616@gmail.com
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* PORTABLE TOILET HIRE

* SEPTIC TANK PUMP OUTS

* GREASE TRAP PUMP OUTS

* TRIPLE INTERCEPTOR PUMP OUTS

» PORTABLE TOILET PUMP OUTS

Gravel/Crushed Rock sue#

| '| v Crushed Rock v~ Aggregates

v’ Sand & Gravel y Feature Rock

To suit Driveways, Laneways, Pathways etc
Earthmoving equipment available for all jobs

Servicing all areas
Direct to public
Pick up or Delivery 4

LS QUARRY

The quality is in our product

Ph 5768 2366
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Month Jan Feb | Mar | Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec | Total
2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 385 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 | 1721 91.4 50.1 101.3 | 1050.
2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8
2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 494 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3
2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 | 207. 53 77 435 66.8 494 132 34.1 40.7 891.3

2021 76.6 47.8 39.6 8.2 66.5 99.3 154.9 515 92.6 66.5 111 40.5 855
2022 219.3 4.8 72.7 | 81.4 42.5 102.5 49.7 126.6 | 111.9 | 232.2 | 139.2 25 1217

2023 25 18.7 61.1 | 62.8 59.2 197.6 511 67.2 25.2 120.8 57.1 98.2 846

2024 156.4 17.6 14.7 | 26.9 73.8 53.1 76.7 a7 42.2 46.4 167.7 48 770.5
2025 225 13.5 66.5 8.9 20.9 81.8 118.2 51.9 34.4 49.7 74 70 622.3
2026 0.5 52.8 53.3

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP
The rainfall has picked up in the last week of February when the heavens opened at last bringing a total of 52.8mm for
the month. March also got off to a good start with 42mm of rain up until the 15" of the month.
Even though the rain has been ok it has not been enough to fill the biggest of my three ponds so | decided to renovate
it. (See separate article for more about the pond)
Mike Larkin

Join in the

Family Fun!

v Face Painting & Jumping Castles
v Wood Chop

TICKET TODAY! o Train Rides
FAMILY $40 v Animal Nursery
ADULTS $15 v Market Stalls

CHILD $7.50 EGSie r Mo nd ay o Vintage Cars, Trucks & Tractors

v Novelty Races

6 APriI 2026 v Spinning Wheel

Supported by

Turmeri” BENATLA A
Py e |

Ll fraeht s Lt RURAL CITY

Molyullah Recreation Reserve, 115 Centre Road Molyullah (15 mins SE of Benalla)
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Tattler Advertising Rates  incnum:

Full Page Half Page Quarter (or 2x1/8th):

Single Issue: $32 $16 $8

Six Issues: $180 $85 $45 a e e
Eleven Issues: $320 $160 $80

CLEELAND wmp

PAYMENT by EFT:
BSB 803078 A/C 100036313 a/c name: Tatong Tattler
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla

Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. Member for
Is it an ad? Publicity for an event with an entry fee is

classed as advertising and charged accordingly. Local m a’
community events may be excepted.

FORMAT (ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!) 03 5762 1 600
For pre-formatted advertisements, the size of a “half page” - .

is 13.6cm x 19cm, and “quarter page” 13.6¢cm x 9.3cm. 25 Bridge St,

To avoid distortion to your image, please fit your o Benalla VIC 3672

advertisement to these sizes.

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher. Text
can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file formats
such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt. Photos (i.e. JPGs) can be
attached, to be laid out by editor. g O © eAnnabeliesturoa

If layout is important, submit your work as an image, or in
MS Publisher. If laid out in a Word document, contents will

annabellecleeland.com.au

Proudly Supporting

be copied into Publisher. However, the Editor will have an the Local Community
idea of your preferred layout.

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract.

If you require help, contact a Tattler committee-member.

DEADLINE

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month,

January-November. Non-digitised items which need ¥  FREE home ©

scanning or typing, by the 15th. electrical
I safety

SUBMISSIONS / CONTACT . inspection*
Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au, leave in

the Tattler Mailbox beside the Tavern, or send by post to a
the Secretary. "8itas tow
Secretary: Linda De Fazio, PO Box 588 Benalla 3671,

03 5766 6375 linda.defazios@gmail.com Saatendh

Arrange your copy of the

Tatong Tattler!
Have a printed copy delivered within Tatong district, nE“KI ElEcTnlcnl

Or download it in Techni-colour from
anywhere in the world! . 0431 102 661 our Services:
The Tattler is Delivered free to Tatong & surrounding

* with every job over $200

Smoke Detectors
Ceiling/Exhaust Fans
And much, much more

Call Anthony today for a FREE quote.

A donation of $1 per issue, or $10 per year, is appreciated
& helps cover costs. The Tattler is managed, produced
and distributed entirely by volunteers.

St ey By VOIITE . A GRADE ELECTRICIAN
Donations can be given to committee members, left in the
locked Box by the Tavern, or sent by EFT (see above).

. ! Denki Electrical is a local business. * Switchboards
Districts. The PDF file (Colour) may be downloaded by Providing electrical solutions for your * Safety Switches
anyone, anywhere, frqm www.tatongtatttl_er.org.au home or workplace. . ;ng;ifr‘g
To arrange Tattler dellve_ry, or to be notified when the PDF | Friendly, professional & prompt. S e o
is available, contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au Servicing Benalla, Wangaratta, Euroa, « TV/Phone/Data
DONATIONS Violet Town, Mansfield & surrounds. « Cooking Appliances

@ www.denkielectrical.com
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