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A Taste for the Tatong Tavern 
In 1976 my husband, John Nichols and I made a decision that would change our lives.  We decided to purchase a farm.  
John had previously leased small holdings and bred horses but this would have to support our sons, Jason 9yrs and Mark 
6yrs, as well as my parents Elsie and Bob McGrath. 
For several months we travelled all over, settling on a farm at Upper Lurg.  The house was not much to look at and needed 
repair but there was also an old shack and a beautiful, spring-fed dam. 
 
It was decided that I would move up with the two boys and the family would remain working in Melbourne until I found a job in 
Benalla.  The boys were enrolled at Greta South Primary School where Helen Muller was a teacher aide.  Helen and I always 
got on well.  I did odd jobs on the farm, and introduced myself to the local neighbours.  I remember taking the boys to school 
and stopping by at Wippell’s dairy for a flagon of fresh milk. 
 
Every Friday, the boys and I would make our way to the Tatong Tavern to meet up with the rest of the family for dinner.  The 
Tavern had a wonderful atmosphere.  The owners at the time were Bill and Maureen, and they were so good to us.  If the 
family were running late from Kilsyth, Maureen would keep their food hot.  Colin McCauley was the barman, and Normie and 
Dobby propped up the bar.  The Tatong crew became part of our family. 
 
By Christmas 1977 I had found a job with Carters Hardware which meant that the family could join us for good.  What a relief 
to be a complete family again.  We still enjoyed the Tavern, even when Maureen and Bill moved on.  It was still our favourite 
place for a night out.  Mary and John Pedlar and later, Dennis Scott got to know us quite well. 
 
I used to organise nights out for the Carter’s staff. They always liked going to the Tavern as most of the regulars were good 
customers.  There was a magic about the place, even down to the wallpaper in the men’s toilet. 
 
When Jason married Trudi Ballintine, our family circle grew.  Her sister Stacey married Terry Evans who had shorn our 
sheep at Lurg on occasion. 
My father Bob passed away in 1999 and after much discussion we sold the farm and moved to Geelong where Trudi and 
Jason were based.  Mum was suffering with ill health, so it was necessary to be closer to medical services.  She eventually 
died of Pancreatic Cancer in 2009. 
 
Jason and Trudi moved back to the area in 2013 and bought some acres on the Tatong-Moorngag Rd.  John and I decided 
to move back to Benalla to be close to them. This would also bring us closer to our good friends, Graeme and Kerry Hayes.  
We found a beautiful little home in Benalla, and settled into a very happy routine, intermittently visiting Mark and his family in 
Sunbury. 
 
The year 2022 was a big year for me as I turned 80.  My sons insisted on giving me a party.  Where would I like to go? they 
asked.  The Tatong Tavern was my first choice.  It had just changed hands and had been re-decorated.  What a wonderful 
day celebrating with over thirty family and friends.  The food was scrumptious and the company terrific.  A day I shall never 
forget. 
 
Life went on as normal until John became unwell in late August 2023.  By December it was very clear that he wouldn’t sur-
vive.  He didn’t want to stay in hospital, and Jason and Trudi insisted we stay with them at Moorngag.  John could look out 
across the road to the paddocks beyond and enjoyed watching the cattle as they grazed.  Ironically, the paddocks belong to 
Colin McCauley, one of the first people we originally met in the Tatong Tavern. 
 
Sadly, John passed away on the 17th of December 2023, just a few weeks shy of our 60th Wedding Anniversary.  My family 
have been a great support to me during my stay.  It is great to see that they continue to be an active part of the Tatong com-
munity. Who would have thought when we first started our new life up here in 1976, that the ties would prove to be so 
strong?    
 Thank you to all of those people who have been, and continue to be, a part of the very supportive Tatong community. 

Jan Nichols. 
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Polite deer 

   On our recent trip to Japan, we visited the Todaiji 
Temple in Nara. Nara was the capital of Japan from 
710 to 794. 
 
   The Todaiji 
Temple is one of 
the Seven Great 
Temples of 
Japan. Also, it is 
the home of the 

world's largest bronze statue, Daibutsu (giant 
Buddha). The Buddha is depicted with his right arm 
outstretched and palm out - a gesture that says 
“don't be afraid”. His left hand is palm up to grant a wish… 
 
   It is certainly an awesome sight. 

 
   Outside the temple is parkland (Nara Park) in 
which there are wild Sika deer. Rice crackers are 
available to buy to feed to the deer. These are 
specially formulated so are a healthy food for them. 
The deer will bow when you feed them. 
 

   The jury's out on why they bow. One opinion is that 
it's an aggressive gesture. The other is that it's a learnt 
behaviour because they know it often leads to food. 
I'm giving them the benefit of the doubt because I 
think if it was aggression we would hear of people 
being hurt and see warnings around the park… 
John Knapper 
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TATONG TOPICS – SEPTEMBER 1924 

Benalla Standard 2ND September 1924: 
CONGRATULATIONS. — At the meeting of the Benalla Agricultural Society on Friday last Cr. A. Harrison was freely con-
gratulated on his success in the last municipal election for the Tatong riding. In returning thanks, Cr. Harrison said he was sat-
isfied that there was a keen interest evinced in council matters throughout the riding, as the figures showed. 
 
Benalla Standard 5th September 1924: 
BENALLA-TATONG RAILWAY TRUST. 
REPURCHASE OF DEBENTURES. 
Mr, Knox, secretary of the Benalla-Tatong Railway Trust, has received a reply from the Chief Engineer for Railway Construc-
tion, forwarding the Crown 
Solicitor's opinion, on the repurchase of debentures in connection with the trust's loan of £8000. The Crown Solicitor advises 
that in his opinion the course suggested cannot be adopted under the provisions of the Lands Acquisition Act 1915, and points 
out that Section 64 of that Act provides only for moneys utilised for the repurchase of debentures being invested in the forma-
tion of a sinking fund. The provisions of Section 63 cannot be taken advantage of until such time as there is a sum of money in 
the sinking fund to ensure the 
balance, after deducting portion for the repurchase of debentures, being sufficient to secure the holders of debentures other 
than those repurchased. The letter concludes — “In view of this it is clear that the trust's request cannot be acceded to, and 
that the suggested method of finalising the affairs of the trust cannot be adopted." 
 
Benalla Standard 9th September 1924: 
HUME-HOVELL CENTENARY. 
DEPUTATION TO THE COUNCIL. (abridged) 
A deputation from the local schools, consisting of Messrs. E, Leach, M. A. P. Durack, Williams, and Sunderman, waited on the 
Benalla council yesterday, and laid before them the views of the 
various school committees and the suggestions of  the Centenary Committee regarding the erection of some tablet or other 
memorial on the route taken by the explorers. Mr. Leach said that already communities were working at various places, and 
many bodies in the metropolis were also assisting. The committee intend to follow the route taken by the explorers 100 years 
ago. Cr. Heaney asked whereabouts in Tatong would the cairn be erected. Mr. Leach said that it would be about three miles 
south-east of the Tolmie road. Cr. Cowan thought the town should "put their shoulder to the wheel" and put up something a 
credit to the place. Mr. Leach favoured the Tatong site owing to the tourist traffic and facilities for train travel. A bronze plate 
would cost £15 to £20, granite slab, to £10; marble slab, £7 to £8. Cairns would cost from £1. A motion was passed to erect a 
memorial not exceeding £20.  
 
Benalla Standard 12th September 1924: 
Goorambat School .v. Tatong School. 
The Goorambat school children journeyed to Tatong on Saturday last to play the return football match. The match was played 
on the Recreation Reserve; Mr. George Sullivan being the central umpire. During the first quarter the Tatong 
boys got the ball close to the goal and Allan Beard secured a lucky "sixer," which gave them great encouragement. Gooram-
bat only scored a behind in the second quarter. Allan McCauley scored three goals for Tatong the half-time results being Ta-
tong, 4,2; to Goorambat, 1.1, Tatong scored two more goals in the third quarter, whilst their opponents added 1 goal 3 be-
hinds. The last quarter became very exciting, as Tatong could not score, and Goorambat added two goals. The back line for 
Tatong were playing a hard game. Laurie Spencer played well as full back. The final scores were, Tatong, 5.2- (32 points); 
Goorambat, 4.4 (28 
points), being a victory for the home team by four points. For the victors the three Beards, Allan McCauley (4 goals), Charlie 
Waters, Colin Coghill, 
and J. Newton were the best players; whilst for Goorambat, M, Brady, (3 goals), W. Saunders, Leo. Brady, R. Hall, Ron. Saun-
ders, Roy Saunders, 
(1 goal), Jim Brady and J Cleary were the best.  
In a short speech after afternoon tea had been served by the ladies. Mr. Smith (head teacher of the Goorambat School) 
thanked the residents for 
the kind manner in which they had been treated. 
He congratulated the boys on their victory, the last match having been won by his boys. He also thought it was a good thing 
for the boys to have such a trip to see fresh country and it was also necessary to develop the boys physically, as 
well as mentally, and football was a good game for that. Mr, Mason responded on behalf of his hoys. 
 
Benalla Standard 30

th
 September 1924: 

CONCERT AT TATONG. (abridged) 
Although unfortunate in having inclement weather conditions, residents of Tatong were present in good numbers at the local 
hall on Friday evening on the occasion of the visit of the Benalla Bohemians concert party, who gave a performance in aid of 
the funds of the V.R. Institute. Owing to 
the bad state of the roads the party experienced some difficulty in getting through, and it was after 9 p.m. before a start was 
made. A varied programme was submitted, and encore after encore denoted the popularity of the artists. A dance followed the 
concert, and about 25 couples took part in novelty dances, to the general satisfaction of those present. The committee had 
arranged a very tasty supper, and they are indebted to the efforts of Mrs. Gardiner, whose work contributed largely to the 
success of the evening. The performance was such a success that at the request of the audience a return visit will be made in 
a month's time. 
Compiled by Barry O’Connor, Tatong Heritage Group.  
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                    Swanpool News 

As Tatong locals know, our local table tennis club rotates 
around both communities, with great fun had by all. As the 
table tennis season winds down, our Bowls Club is prepar-
ing for the new season, with social night held on 9 August. 
New members are always welcome, from novices to veter-
ans, and fun and comradeship is guaranteed! 
 
The Cinema starts a new season on 7 September, with a 
family friendly Double Bill, "The Mountain" and "Robot 
Dreams". Over the month, we have two fabulous mati-
nees, with "Fly Me To The Moon", starring Scarlett Jo-
hansson and Channing Tatum on Friday 20 September, 
and a school holiday special "A Bug's Life" on Wednesday 
25 September. Matinees screen from 10.30 am, and eve-
ning sessions start at 6.00 pm on Saturdays and 5.00 pm 
on Sundays during September. No need to pre book, but 
get there in time to enjoy the atmosphere, and secure your 
preferred seat. 
 
All details of upcoming films can be found on the website, 
www.swanpoolcinema.com.au, or on copies of the pro-
gramme available at the Tavern, as well as various outlets 
in Swanpool, Benalla and Mansfield. 
 
Swanpool Cinema is run by volunteers, and as a thank 
you, we hold a special volunteers dinner and film night at 
the start of each season. If you'd like to support your local 
Cinema, and have time to volunteer in a range of roles, 
from making choctops, programme planning and distribu-
tion, to working in the ticket box or candy bar on screening 
days, please contact us on swanpoolflix@gmail.com. 
 
We look forward to welcoming our patrons and volunteers 
back!                                                                         Deb 

CFA Brigade News 
Tatong CFA welcomes a new 
member, Claire O’Gorman. 
Claire completed her General 
Firefighter training last month 
and is now a fully fledged fire-
fighter. Congratulations Claire 
and welcome to the brigade. 
In other news the brigade ap-
plied for a grant to assist with 

the replacement of our ultralight tanker which is 14 
years old. Unfortunately, we were not successful in ob-
taining a grant. Within the Benalla group we are actually 
one of the lucky brigades as we have a medium tanker 
that is nine years old and is a crew cab allowing for all 
the crew to travel within the vehicle. Some of our other 
brigades are not so lucky. There are still nine tankers 
that are single cabs and most of those are over 25 years 
old. Several tankers are in the region of 35 years old! I 
do wonder where all that Fire Levy money is going be-
cause it is not going to the CFA. 
Anyway, enough politics. On a brighter note the brigade 
will be having a general meeting on Sunday 22 Septem-
ber at 11am at the fire station. All members are asked to 
please attend this meeting. It will be followed by a BBQ 
lunch and a bit of a social get-together so I hope you 
can come.  
All the best,  Jason Nichols            Captain Tatong CFA 

http://www.swanpoolcinema.com.au
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SPORTING NEWS  
I have found the Paris Olympics to be inspiring, and for 
my favourite sport of archery, very informative. Face-
book is very handy with such events because it tends to 
flood you with the interest areas that you demonstrate, 
so I have received plenty of photos and video of the 
archery in action on my phone.  
We have a PVR (personal video recorder) and so at one 
stage I had about 30 Olympic live recording segments 
from the channel 9 TV broadcasts from Paris. I love to 
see the minutest detail of how an athlete performs their 
sport so I have learned a lot from these recordings, 
thanks Channel 9. There are many sports that I love to 
either participate in, like athletics when young, or watch 
especially during the Olympics which are still bringing 
almost all nations together. 
An example of the incredible ability, especially of the 
Koreans in archery, was a female (I have her photo but 
not the name) who scored 694 out of a possible 700, I 
think! I didn’t hear all of the detail properly so I assume 
she only missed the centre gold, (for a score of 10), 6 
times and hit the outer gold for a score of 9 instead! This 
Olympic record feat was performed while shooting at a 
target 70 meters away!  
Ultimately it is one’s love of the particular sport that 
really matters so we should remain content with our own 
skill and improvements. In the original Errol Flynn movie 
of Robin Hood there wasn’t a great deal of archery 
shown but it was enough to inspire what must be mil-
lions of young people of my ancient era to get involved 
either by making bows or in any  other ways available to 
them. One member of our Tatong archery club has em-
bedded an arrow into the back of another arrow on two 
occasions just as Robin Hood did during the movie’s 
archery contest. 
We lived outside of Yallourn when I was young and I 
could cut bow making sticks from the swamp nearby, 
arrows were made from the sword grass stalks and 
scavenged 303 bullet heads were collected from the rifle 
range a few gullys away. My youth was not long after 
World War two so there must have been plenty of ex-
army 303 rifles around. We collected the bullets out of 
the rifle range’s sandbank then melted the lead out of 
the casing with a small fire. The shells were then used 
for arrow heads. We were confident that nobody would 
mistakenly shoot us, but of course, never told mum ex-
actly where we were. 
And lastly, the new Yamaha bow that I purchased via 
eBay while in beautiful condition has a draw weight of 
36lb which I thought might be beyond my strength. My 
old Hoyt bow which is now around 40 years old is a bit 
below 30lb draw. Because the Yamaha is also a vintage 
version it seemed that it would be too difficult to get 
lower weighted limbs that would fit this model so I am 
stuck with having to develop some muscle. As it hap-
pens I have already done that sufficiently so that I can 
fully draw the bow and this is due to persistent and fre-
quent usage. I still have some way to go to be able to 
both achieve full draw and hold long enough to enable 
accurate shooting. 
The message here is don’t act the way you think you 
should for an “old” person act the way you want to act 
until you actually can’t anymore. 
Mike Larkin                                   
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Daze Past - from 2018 . As Kathy is unwell we are publishing some of her past        
articles.                                                                                                            Ed 
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RHS / PIPE / RURAL 
PRODUCTS /  

STRUCTURAL STEEL 
ROOFING / FENC-

ING / CONCRETING 
Delivering to TATONG 

weekly 
03 5722 2466 - 

sales@northeaststeel.com.au  
3 Barry Court, WANGARATTA  

                                            

 

Come and Try 

Archery  

1st & 3rd Saturday 10am – 

12noon 

$15pp *Bookings Essential 

Golden Vale Reserve - 113 

Golden Vale Road Benalla 

https://www.facebook.com/comeandtry 

northeasternarchers@gmail.com 

Fully Qualified Coaches 

All Equipment Supplied 

 

mailto:sales@northeaststeel.com.au
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 
Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually 
limiting the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank 
to perform one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below 

the outlet level. 
The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system un-

treated. If this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to 
the distribution field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a 

messy, smelly and costly exercise to repair. 
It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

 

 

 

0447 521 981 
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SHEPHERDS   
CONTRACTING 

 

Hay Baling, Net Wrap Rolls,    
Silage, Mowing, Raking 

Will Consider Shares 

Hay and General Carting 

46 Ft Drop Deck 

27 Ft Tray Truck 

Pasture Sowing-Direct Drilling 

or Over Sowing 

Pasture Renovation 

HAY FOR SALE 
Prompt and Professional Ser-

vice 

Call Darren 0438850918  

GRETA SOUTH 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050. 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 207. 53 77 43.5 66.8 49.4 132 34.1 40.7 891.3 

2021 76.6 47.8 39.6 8.2 66.5 99.3 154.9 51.5 92.6 66.5 111 40.5 855 

2022 219.3 4.8 72.7 81.4 42.5 102.5 49.7 126.6 111.9 232.2 139.2 25 1217 

2023 25 18.7 61.1 62.8 59.2 197.6 51.1 67.2 25.2 120.8 57.1 98.2 846 

2024 156.4 17.6 14.7 26.9 73.8 53.1 76.7      419.2 

 Come along, bring your lunch and  some goodies to share, do some craft or just 
have a chat. Hope to see at the Tatong Memorial Hall.  Patricia 57672287 

                          Next Girl’s Shed. 20th September 9am—5pm  

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
Up until the 15

th
 of August we have only received 3.3mm of rain, but today the 16

th
, we are getting what should be a 

reasonable rainfall. For the whole of July 76.7mm of rain fell. It seems, in spite of all the warnings, that we won’t be 
having catastrophic weather events any time soon. 
Mike Larkin                                            
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: 

Full Page                Half Page    Quarter (or 2x1/8th): 

Single Issue:   $32   $16   $8 

Six Issues: $180   $85 $45 

Eleven Issues: $320 $160 $80 

 

PAYMENT 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

Is it an ad? Publicity for an event with an entry fee is 

classed as advertising and charged accordingly.  Local 

community events may be excepted. 

FORMAT (ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!) 
For pre-formatted advertisements, the size of a “half page” 
is 13.6cm x 19cm, and “quarter page” 13.6cm x 9.3cm.  
To avoid distortion to your image, please fit your 
advertisement to these sizes. 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher. Text 
can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file formats 
such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt. Photos (i.e. JPGs) can be 
attached, to be laid out by editor. 

If layout is important, submit your work as an image, or in 
MS Publisher. If laid out in a Word document, contents will 
be copied into Publisher. However, the Editor will have an 
idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. 

If you require help, contact a Tattler committee-member. 

 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month, 
January-November. Non-digitised items which need 
scanning or typing, by the 15th.  
 

SUBMISSIONS / CONTACT 

Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au, leave in 
the Tattler Mailbox beside the Tavern, or send by post to 
the Secretary. 

Secretary: Linda De Fazio, PO Box 588 Benalla 3671,  
03 5766 6375  linda.defazio6@gmail.com 

 

Arrange your copy of the 

Tatong Tattler!Tatong Tattler!  
Have a printed copy delivered within Tatong district, 

Or download it in Techni-colour from  
anywhere in the world! 

 

The Tattler is Delivered free to Tatong & surrounding 
Districts. The PDF file (Colour) may be downloaded by 
anyone, anywhere, from www.tatongtattler.org.au 

To arrange Tattler delivery, or to be notified when the PDF 
is available, contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au 

DONATIONS 

A donation of $1 per issue, or $10 per year, is appreciated 
& helps cover costs. The Tattler is managed, produced 
and distributed entirely by volunteers. 

Donations can be given to committee members, left in the 
locked Box by the Tavern, or sent by EFT (see above). 


