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MOLYULLAH MESSAGES
The new playground at the Molyullah Hall is progressing well. A working bee on Sunday15th saw many locals help out
with the final touches of fitting the timbers and levelling the first load of wood chips. A big thank you to Benalla Timber
Products for donating the sleepers and to all those that helped on the team day or prepared the very yummy morning

tea..... Who wouldn’t want to go to a working bee when there is such a yummy smoko?? Hopefully the playground will
be fully functional by the next Fish N Chip Night.

FISH ‘N CHIPS

This very popular monthly gathering continues to be a success for the Molyullah and greater community. Serving a
piece of fish and chips for $8 it is a great way to round out the week. Held every 2nd Friday of each month from 5:30 -
7:30 (for meals) It is a great way for a casual catch up with neighbours and friends. All welcome. Michelle
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TATONG TOPICS-NOVEMBER 1923

Benalla Standard 2"° November 1923:

The Tatong Tennis Club held an official opening on
Saturday last, when there was a large attendance of
members and friends. A mixed-doubles, handicap tour-
nament was played during the afternoon, Miss Mona
Sullivan and J. Maher, being the winners. The prizes
were donated by Mrs. Gardiner, of the Tatong Hotel.
Afternoon tea was dispensed by the ladies. There is
every prospect of a good season ahead of the club, as
many new members have been enrolled and great in-
terest is being taken in the game. During the winter
one of the courts was ploughed up and re-made and is
now a decided improvement. The thanks of the club
are due to Mr. Gardiner, who kindly gave the use of his
court on several occasions for club tournaments held
recently.

North Eastern Ensign 2"% November 1923:
Conveyance of Mails. Contracts Accepted.

The following tenders for the conveyance of mails for
the year ending 30/6/24 are gazetted as

being accepted.(abridged):

William Jas, Tomkins, Benalla, P.O. and railway sta-
tion, two-third miles, thirty-six times per

week, £104.

Singleton Gardiner, Benalla and Lurg, 12 miles, twice a
week, £30.

C. A. Rogash, Karn railway station and Molyullah, 11
miles, three times a week, £104.

John B. Routledge, Tatong and Archerton, 18 miles,
twice a week (horseback), £98.

T. J. Putt, Lima Station and Lima South, 13 miles,
three times a week, £100.

Henry Dennis, Mallam Railway station and Samatria, 6
miles, three times a week £56.

Benalla Standard 2" November 1923;

Top of Form

On Thursday evening the annual meeting of

the Tatong Cricket Club was held, with a good atten-
dance. The President. Mr. A. Harrison, occupied the
chair, and Mr N. Coghill, hon. secretary, presented the
balance-sheet, which showed a deficit of £2, but the
club was well stocked with cricket material. It was
unanimously decided to form a club, and the following
Office bearers were elected: President, Mr. A. Harri-
son; Vice-presidents, Messrs J. H. Gardiner and D. H.
Coghill; committee. Messrs J. Pry,

M. Maher, jun., and J. West; Selection committee.

Messrs A. Harrison, W. Briggs, J. Riggall and J. Haig;
Hon. secretary, Mr. N. Coghill. Mr. Gardiner gave a
donation of £2 to give the club a clean start. It was de-
cided to purchase matting. A communication was re-
ceived from Swanpool, asking the club to travel over to
them next Saturday, and this was accepted. The sec-
retary was instructed to write to the other clubs, and
endeavour to form a local association. A fair number
turned up for practice on Saturday last.

Benalla Standard 9™ November 1923:

Top of Form

TATONG V.F.U. (Victorian Farmers Union)

The monthly meeting of the Tatong branch V.F.U. was
held on Saturday last. The ladies held a social evening
in the main hail, which was well patronised. The men's
section held their meeting in the other room, Mr. A.
Harrison (president) being in the chair. The President,
as delegate for the branch, gave an account of the
meeting to further the project of buying and pooling
rabbit skins. His actions were heartily endorsed after
lengthy discussion. Messrs Harrison and Coghill gave
an account of their deputation to the Benalla-Tatong
Railway Trust, to endeavour to have the tax, with all its
expenses, removed for this year, if possible, as there
was sufficient money on hand to pay interest and sink-
ing fund for this year, or else to endeavour to purchase
the debenture holders out at a premium. It was pointed
out by them to the Trust that a special clause enables
the Minister for Railways to make available the money
now invested in Government inscribed stock, bearing
interest at 3 per cent. The heavy loss in interest be-
tween 6 per cent, given for the money and that re-
ceived was pointed out, and also the excessive amount
of 10 per cent, cost of collection, viz., £100 in salaries
and about £10 in legal expenses to collect £1100. So
far as the delegates can ascertain, the only action
taken by the Trust has been to ascertain that a rate
must be struck for the year that a proposed: rate of
£1/2/8 pence on the new shire valuation will bring in
the same amount of money as before.

Bottom of Form

The Argus Melbourne 24™ November 1923:

TOLMIE DISTRICT. Railway Extension Opposed.
After hearing evidence in support of a proposed railway
to the Tolmie district (Mansfield, Tatong, and Molyullah
extensions) the Railways Standing Committee states
that it is not satisfied that the

revenue would be sufficient to warrant the construction
of the line. In a report tabled yesterday in the Legisla-
tive Assembly, the committee says that on the present
high cost of railway construction this district must look
for its development to the graded metalled loads which
the Country Roads Board is constructing. The commit-
tee says that the evidence disclosed that when the tim-
ber in the forest reserves falling in the 15 mile and
neighbouring creeks becomes natured and fit for mill-
ing some years hence, the question of extending the
narrow gauge railway from Moyhu through Myrrhee to
the valley of that stream should be considered.

Benalla Standard 27" November 1923:

TATONG PUBLIC HALL. Grand Concert with Dance to
follow. Friday Evening, 30th Nov. Items by School chil-
dren and others, concluding with a Farce by the Ama-
teur Dramatic Club. W. Prayle. Hon. Sec.

Compiled by Barry O’Connor. Tatong Heritage Group.
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Swanpool News

We are getting used to being cold again, but our bowlers
are not to be deterred, and welcome new members to
come and join them on Thursday nights for social bowls,
as well as pennant competitions.

The Cinema has just turned 32 years old, and is offering
the usual mixed programming to appeal to all tastes, at
very affordable prices. Following the very successful Sen-
iors' Week matinee, supported by the Ageing Well
Benalla team, the Cinema is screening the powerful doco
about John Farnham, "John Farnham: Finding the Voice"
as part of the Benalla Festival celebrations on Sunday
5" November at 1.30pm, all tickets $5 , thank you to
Benalla Rural City Council for making this possible. Our
big screen and great sound system provides an ideal set-
ting to see this film.

We are partnering with Anna Smith to screen her "Benalla
Shorts" program on Friday 17" November 7.00pm for a
7.30pm start, with a complimentary glass of wine for all
patrons before the screening, thank you Anna for inviting
us to share with you again. And we have weekend
screenings which are sure to please, including "Sound of
Freedom" on Saturday 4™ and Sunday 5" November at
6.00pm, and "My Sailor, My Love" , screening as a stand
alone matinee on Friday 24™ November, and heading up
our Double Bill on Saturday 25" and Sunday

26" November.

Look out for hard copies of the programme in your mail-
box from the end of October, as well as at usual outlets in
Bemalla, Tatong and Mansfield, or check online,

www.swanpoolcinema.com.au Deb

Tatong Market & More

AGM
Thursday Nov 9" 2023
Tatong Tavern — 6pm

All welcome

Tatong Market

November 5th - 9-12noon
Tatong Footy Oval

Pre-loved treasures
tool sharpening greeting cards
jams and preserves

jewellery face painting
music plants
coffee  snacks
handcrafts socks
sandwiches cakes sausage sizzle

CFA fire behaviour demonstration

& More

Join us on the oval

The next White Gate dinner @ the Tavern will be
Wednesday 1st of November. Gets the month off to
a good start. Here is a review from Laurie De Fazio:

Do ring the Tavern on 5767 2210 & book yourselves in
for 6:30-ish - Andi

News from White Gate Central: “A swarm of bees
would normally send one running, but when accosted
by the frenzied mob at her stables, Miss 16 calmly
stuck out her hand as a landing pad so she could inspect
them more closely.” Caryn De Fazio

White Gate Fire Brigade Roster:
Noel Hutchens 29 Oct  Angus McMillan 26 Nov
Terry Trounson 5 Nov Hamish McMillan 3 Dec
Les MacLean 12 Nov Laurie De Fazio 10 Dec
James Parton 19 Nov Alan Stafford 17 Dec

-

@\ | inda De

ol Fazio with a
Canadian
treat; "Beaver
Tails". Not
“ actually
‘hacked off
_tails, but rich
pastry. Ought
we compete
with "Platypus
Tails"?
“White-Gate
§ Cow's Ears”
might be less
controversial;
Italian pastry,
of course.

PrAVERIAILS S

TCHCASTOR
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TATONG TAVERN

est 1884

What’s on at the Tavern
Sun Oct 22 Oktoberfest with Dallas Alice from 11-4
Sat Nov 4 Benalla Festival Twilight Garden Party with
acoustic Natoli Duo from 5 pm
Sun Dec 12 Neale Williams Blues Guitarist from 12-3

New private parlour room available for meetings and small functions
Book your Xmas Party now!!
Remember to book early to avoid missing out!
Like us on Facebook for the latest news!
Phone 0357 672210 or email info@tatongtavern.com.au

/ | 7 SN T\

/ / ® \J J /l
De Fazio

Concretmg

house slabs / 7 )

I Laurle . 0407 099930 /
shed slabs | \,

d #i / Matt - 0410 514 192 ‘\_
ecorative iy | Y
ConFr\ete Christian - 0415 422 942_
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Wednesday 13" December at the tavern.

ribbon in your hair.

Maybe a song or a film.

this Christmas.

Mewy Chuistmas te you all.

Sue O’Brien

You’re invited to come along and join the celebrations at the Tatong dinner 6.30pm

Theme for the night is Colours of Christmas. Red, Green, Silver & Gold. If possible, please wear
something in one or more of these colours, anything from a hat to your socks., some jewellery or a

Topic of conversation will be Christmas memories. Some suggestions to get you thinking are;
Decorating the tree. A gift you may have received. Baking with the children. Recalling a family tra-
dition. Maybe even asking for a second helping of pudding in the hope of getting a sixpenny bit.

We have a few surprises up our sleeve on the night.

We all know that a lot of families are doing it really tough. If you'd like to bring along an item or two
of non-perishable goods so that we can put together a hamper for a family in need. (No alcohol
please). Hopefully getting a hamper will make Christmas more enjoyable & bring some joy to them

If possible, I’'m asking that everyone intending to come along to please phone the Tavern on

57672210 & book to be on the Tatong table, as being close to Christmas they are likely to be
busy. Don’t let having not booked stop you from coming, you’ll be more than welcome.

May God Shower Your Life with Unlimited Blessings en This Day.

Tatong Community Dinner at the Tavern on
Wednesday 8" November at 6.30pm.

Now the weather’'s warming up, why not come
along for an enjoyable night out.

Some Christmas suggestions.

EASY CHRISTMAS FRUIT CAKE

1 kg mixed fruit

2 cups brown sugar

3 tablespoons sherry

225g margarine

% cup milk

2 teaspoons each of nutmeg, ginger & cinnamon
% teaspoon bi carb soda

3 eggs, beaten

3 cups plain flour

Method: Soak fruit in sherry for at least 2 hours or over-
night.

Melt margarine in milk.

Add to fruit and spices, bi carb soda and eggs.
Lastly add flour.

Decorate with assorted nuts.

DELICIOUS SHORTBREAD
500g butter

1 cup castor sugar

2 teaspoons vanilla essence
1 cup rice flour

Pinch salt

Method: Beat butter and sugar till creamy, add the vanilla.
Fold in the combine sifted flour and salt.

Roll out and cut into shapes.

Grease oven tray. Cook 10 — 15 minutes

HOME MADE BAILEYS

3 large eggs, well beaten

300ml cream

1 tin sweetened condensed milk
1 tablespoon chocolate topping
1 teaspoon vanilla essence

1 cup Scotch whisky

Method: Add all ingredients to the beaten eggs.
Bottle and refrigerate for 1 or 2 weeks before using.
Keep airtight and it will keep for 6 weeks or more.

Sue O’Brien
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:
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Saturday 11 & Sunday 12
November 2023

TICKETS at https://www.trybooking.com/CJTWN EI }tv"c-"

also on the weekend at Yea Wetlands Discovery Centre
and at each open garden gate (cash only)

GARDEN CLUB Information available on Rotary Club of Yea website
Aratiaf or phone 0407 096 128 ~ Email tickslife@bigpond.com

PLANT SALE Maps and garden descriptions available on website from September

WWW.yearotary.org.au Rotary

Club of Yea
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Boeklkeeping
SERVICES

Covering Benalla and
surrounding districts

MYOB, Xero, Registered BAS

agent, payroll, debt collection,

accountant liaison and general
administration duties.

A professional and confidential
service 1s provided at all times.

For inquiries please phone

Lisa Grover 0417 051 296

S.P. & J.E. LEWIS
” BUILDERS

N BT

ﬁ NEW HOMES EXTENSIONS RENOVATIONS
WA /Hal. 0817 368 761

Shane & Janine Lewis

« QUALITY BUILDERS

* NEW HOMES,
EXTENSIONS &
RENOVATIONS

* BENALLA &
SURROUNDING
AREAS

* NO OBLIGATION
FREE QUOTES

Quentin White & Co @\
‘ TANKS & PLUMBING PIONEER

WATER TANKS

6,800 - 500,000 Litres
Zincalume & Colorbond Steel Pioneer Water Tanks
Australian made BPA free Linr
20 year conditional warranty
Supply, delivery & installation included
Call for a tank quotation, or email
quentinwhiteplumbing@gmail.com

040790 36 37
www.qwtanks.com.au

Bedrock Quarries

v Farm access roads

v/ Driveways
Y Tracks
v Hardstand areas

All made, repaired or renovated
using Lurg Hills gravel

Callme: Tim Ward - 0427 587 458

Page 7




Tatong Tattler, November 2023

Who am I? The politics of identity

” The politics of identity .... [a] symptom of sickness rather
than diagnosis, let alone therapy” — Eric Hobsbawm

“if you believe you're a citizen of the world, you're a citizen
of nowhere” -Theresa May

| have been wrestling with the whole issue of identity and
identity politics for some time. The issue has become in-
creasingly salient as debate on the complex subject of
gender identity and its implications becomes more heated
as challenges to the rights associated with identity are
regarded with disdain and outright anger, and people like
JK Rowling are ‘cancelled’ because of their views on trans
issues, and feminist academics who express doubts about
gender self-identity, and students who attend their lec-
tures, are labelled ‘fascists’.

While attempts to stifle the debate on the issue of gender
identity are concerning and one, if | am willing to be can-
celled, | may return to in a later post, there is another as-
sertion of identity that | regard as being rather more prob-
lematic: the views of the authoritarian Right and its asso-
ciation with race and national identity. | think we need to
place this phenomenon in an historical context. The 19"
century saw the rise of movements of national ‘liberation’
— the Risorgimento in Italy, the creation of nation-states in
South America. The aftermath of World War | led to the
emergence of nation-states from the collapse of the great
empires in Eastern Europe — Czechoslovakia, a greatly
enlarged Romania, Hungary, the Baltic States and more.
At the time, these newly created nation-states were seen
as a positive expression of self-determination, at least in
the victorious West, although the establishment of large
ethnic minorities in newly formed Czechoslovakia, hewly
created Yugoslavia and expanded Romania led to sim-
mering and unresolved tensions. On the other hand, the
Sykes-Picot agreement in 1916 between France and
Great Britain led to the creation of the entirely artificial na-
tion-states of Iraq, Syria, and the Lebanon, each one re-
flecting the vestiges of Imperial hegemony. However, na-
tions, defined as a large group of people who share the
same culture, history, or language, but do not necessarily
have sovereignty, have not all become nation-states.
Whether nationhood leads to statehood is, to an extent, a
geopolitical issue. Perhaps the best example of this is the
culturally and ethnically cohesive Kurdish nation, who
have only now, and then only in northern Iraq, been able
to create a de facto ‘state’, as a result of the post-Saddam
fragmentation of Iraq: a situation hitherto denied them by
geopolitical considerations.

The collapse of the French and British Empires after
World War Il led to liberation movements in their old Impe-
rial possessions, each one constrained by artificial colonial
boundaries. This often led to movements that were
aligned by tribal allegiances, such as the Shona ZANU
and Ndebele ZAPU in what is now Zimbabwe, and in this
case to significant post-independence inter-tribal conflict.
In the case of the Middle East and Africa, these newly
constructed and liberated countries exhibited significant
institutional fragility and political instability. What many of
these nation-states have in common is the existence of
diverse populations, divided by ethnicity, religion, or both,
such as Catholic Croats, Muslim Bosnians, and Orthodox
Serbs in what was then Yugoslavia (the tensions here
were exacerbated by Croatian support for the Axis and
Serbian, Slovene and Montenegrin support for the Allies in
WWII). Furthermore, as we are painfully aware from re-

cent history, the conflicts in the Middle East involve both
ethnic and inter- and intra-religious dimensions.

As the great British historian Eric Hobsbawm has observed,
there are few, if any, ethnically or religiously homogenous
nation-states, even allowing for the ethnic cleansing efforts
of the belligerents in the Balkanisation of the former Yugo-
slavia and the genocidal efforts of the Hutu in Rwanda. The
nationalist movement in Northern Ireland, while primarily
drawing its support from the Catholic population, has an
overarching political agenda. Even in India its Hindu nation-
alist government with its anti-Muslim policies cannot ignore
the inconvenient fact that it is home to the second largest

Muslim population in the world. The existence of a nation-
state, as opposed to a nation, is then to an extent at least,
the result of historical geo-political considerations, and not
simply the result of a shared ethnicity and culture.
| would argue therefore that the recent rise in what has
been a hitherto suppressed desire for the (re)assertion of
‘national’ identity is a sham, based on a confusion between
the ideas of nation-state on the one hand and nation and
ethnicity on the other, and an imagined belief in racial, or
ethnic superiority, often evoked by histories of colonial ex-
ploitation and ancient victories or valiant defeats. This sham
is often based on nostalgia for an imagined past and on a
notion of cultural superiority rooted in post-colonial racism,
often evoked by those with a visceral dislike of the word
‘culture’ itself. But above all, to borrow Said’s word, it is a
fear of the Other and the challenge to the benefits that ac-
crued to the Western world from colonial exploitation. For
example, we should not forget that the wealth of Bristol and
Liverpool is a result of the triangular slave trade and Man-
chester’s textile industry relied on Indian cotton, and polices
that prevented India from manufacturing its own textiles. (It
should also not be forgotten that Australia’s agricultural and
mineral resource wealth is based on the historical appro-
priation of Indigenous land and the legal fiction of terra nul-
lius.) While these benefits have been eroded for many by
globalisation and the powerful effects of the neoliberal dis-
course, they have led to increased wealth and income ine-
quality and a more precarious existence — all of which re-
quire a scapegoat.

It is ironic that those who are most disadvantaged by these
phenomena are those most in thrall to the simplifications of
ethno-nationalism. Of course, Marxists would explain this
as an example of false consciousness, while critical theo-
rists like Herbert Marcuse would suggest that consumerism
has led to the working class becoming integrated into the
capitalist system and that the pernicious influence of elite-
owned mass communication media and its manipulation of
information makes individuals passively complicit in their
own oppression. While this may gosome way to explaining
the rise in the US, parts of Europe and the UK (how else to
explain the madness of Brexit) and its shameless exploita-
tion by politicians of various stripes, what has caused the
expression of visceral racism in those parts of ex-Soviet
Eastern Europe and the rise of the far-Right in countries
such as Poland and Hungary and the part of Germany that
was once the German Democratic Republic? A lazy answer
would be that the populations of many of these countries
are naturally racist — the history of pogroms in Poland and
Russia and the enthusiastic participation in the Holocaust
by elements in the Baltic States and Hungary among others
might give some credence to this theory — and that this la-
tent racism was kept in check by the
Soviet Union.

Continued next page

Page 8




Tatong Tattler, November 2023

It is more likely that the effects of post-communist shock
doctrine policies of financial and labour market deregula-
tion have had the same effect in the East as they have
had elsewhere and go some way to explaining the suc-
cess of right-wing xenophobic regimes in Poland, Hungary
and elsewhere. After all, despite the lack of political and
market freedoms that characterised the economies of the
old Warsaw Pact countries, there was a certain comfort to
be had from the often-suffocating embrace of the State
and the certainties it afforded.

So, where does that leave us? Firstly, national identity and
ethnicity are clearly related but not synonymous and just
about every nation-state is composed of multiple ethnici-
ties. So the racist Right’s nirvana of ethnic purity is a piece
of sophistry that seeks the impossible. Secondly the idea
of a nation-state is a construct, not a naturally occurring
phenomenon. With obvious exceptions, nation-states be-
gan to emerge in the 19" century as empires went into
decline — Italy in the 1860s for example, or a dominant
state created a nation — Prussia creating Germany in the
1870s. This development continued after both World
Wars. Finally, the need for capital accumulation that un-
derpins capitalism drove globalisation. As national barri-
ers became more porous in consequence and the rise in
inequality as wealth and income became more concen-
trated in the West, ethno-nationalist identity politics and
populist movements of the authoritarian Right became
more popular amongst those who were the losers in this
global economic transformation and who were seeking a
simple reason for their plight and someone to blame for

it.

So it seems that Theresa May was wrong, as she so often
was — perhaps we are all citizens of the world after all, but
we just don’t want to accept it?

Dr Quirkonomics

~

f Public Address System

n

Available for the
use of the |

NI

Tatong &
district
Community

OUTCOME OF THE VOICE REFERENDUM
To my great relief the Voice referendum was defeated over-
whelmingly as we now should all know. Sad for some, but
for those interested in such things it has given us a thor-
ough look into the way our government and its systems
work in our lives. | am a big admirer of referendums be-
cause they reflect the thinking of every Aussie equally via
the one person one vote. | also respect and like our voting
system for elections which usually gives an accurate picture
of the majority outlook, even when it doesn’t agree with my
own politics.
These constitutional safeguards ensure a reasonable level
of fairness for every person and is what makes Australia
such a great place for both Aussies and aspiring migrants
to live. For all the failings or otherwise of our ancestral ori-
gins and the suffering caused during their long evolution
they are better than most alternatives.
I am impelled to offer suggestions about the plight of many
first nation’s people, some of whom are currently living piti-
ful lives, mainly in remote areas where they no longer live
as their ancestors did, but are not able to easily live as
does the rest of the population. It is an extremely big ask for
them to take on western culture leaving behind so much
that is precious to them, but because so many have made
that leap we know that it is possible.
Most Aussies have some history of migration, if not in their
lifetime it will be in their parents or grandparents choice to
live in Australia and they will have brought memories of loss
of culture or work and lifestyles once precious to them so
the concept of adapting to change is not entirely unfamiliar.
The process of assimilation, or integration, is not just about
loss because there is also much that can be gained, and it
is part of human history for different cultures to gradually
include aspects of each-others lifestyles.
As an outcome of the referendum and reading elsewhere
about the Maori’s similar aspirations in NZ | now think that
such indigenous peoples should be able to self-manage
their cultural life up to a level that is harmonious and ac-
ceptable to the whole population. It would probably be diffi-
cult and a long process but ...
My own story is that of the Irish Catholic on my dad’s side
and Anglo mixture in mum’s ancestors. Due to the power of
dad’s upbringing | felt like | was a part of the Irish diaspora,
that is until | became adult and started to see the mind con-
trol aspects of such tribalism. It eventually became a great
relief to finally be free of that overwhelming pressure for
conformity and loyalty to past traditions.
Only we should make our own path in life while taking re-
sponsibility and respecting everyone else’s choices and
lives. Humanity is slowly learning that all people are equal
under the Creator and that it is a major form of abuse to
imprison the minds of other people within man-made politi-
cal and belief systems.
Mike Larkin

For use, contact a Tatong Tattler
Committee member, or email
tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au

Donation to the amplifier’s
maintenance is appreciated.

GARAGE SALES
I am holding a garage sale at my house next door to the Tav-
ern on the same Sunday the 5" of November as the Tatong
Market and More at the Recreation Reserve. The reasons for
that is mainly that it is difficult to transport all of my sale
items to the reserve. On the plus side | will advertise in the
Ensign mentioning the rec reserve event as well as in vari-
ous community group on Facebook.
My sale will start at 8am and stop sometime in the afternoon.
Probably when the visitors stop coming, whenever that is.
Mike Larkin 0428273613
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Close Encounters...

‘with empathy and compassion”

Funeral Planning - Founded and focused on sincere listening in times of need.

Fredidse Hothes

Funeral Celebrant, Chaplain and Planner
Certified in Australia & New Zealand

(By appointment only)
0425 780 044

Email: freddie.c.holmes@outlook.com

“People don’t care how much we know, but at Close Encounters
people will always know, how much we care”

TATONGYOUNGBLOODS

WORKING BEE SCHEDULED

Work is to be done along the
Avenue of Trees & Picnic area at the Bridge
Sunday 29" October 10am
If you would like to help and volunteer your time
Bring your gloves, tools, muscles and enthusiasm!
BBQ Lunch, Refreshments and Chit-Chat afterwards
Any queries contact Jess Ritchie 043 903 6678
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The best tivmee to plant a tree is 20 Years ago - the next best time is now .
Garden Daze ; g }

Birckuood - €53 Odes Rosd Molyullal will fe

Altersnate Spring and
Open on e weeerd of e 29 - 30 Octoler

Wirier weatber and Lots

Last February | wrote about my
Amorphophallus Konjac which | had been pleased (and
surprised) to see putting up a new shoot from the tuber.
This duly grew into the triple leaf that adorns the top of
- the shoot for the summer and
~ then the plant shrivelled and
_ died down as expected (from
== reading lots on the internet).
. The pot was put into the hot

. house for the winter where it
*  could dry out and wait for the
spring. Amorphophallus pro-
duce either a leaf or a flower It is always a privilege to be able to visit Julie and
each year. Gary’s garden with its beautiful lawns stretching be-
Well sometime in September tween a profusion of flowers, and shrubs looking at their
(and earlier than last year) a best. There is a dry creek which winds its way through

shoot once again broke through the surface of the pot- an area planted with natives and mature trees shade
ting mix. After a while the new shoot started to look asif ~ Many parts of the garden.

this year it could be a flower shoot, and we have been Julie has a wonderful collection of Salvias which | am
watching it's “progress” with interest. particularly looking forward to seeing.

“yr At the time of writing this - the

/£ shoot is about 15 inches (approx
/4 40 cm) high is still a straight shoot
;.\_,; but should unfurl the “wings” of the
~_lily flower in the next couple of
~ days.

e .y

; These plants are fertilized by flies
~ and as such put out a strong smell

-~ of rotting flesh. Needless to say - ’
S it will stay out in the hot house for - I— '
its floral display. Lunch and afternoon tea will be available.
There is a giant specimen in the Admission is $8 with all proceeds to Benalla Hospital,
Kew Gardens in London and its Wangaratta Hospital and The Cancer Council Victoria.
| flowering is quite an event, pro-
% ducing a giant flower. | believe a NOVEMBER Vegetable Garden
plant nursery in Dingley sold PLANT: Potatoes, globe artichokes and seedlings of
“viewing” tickets when they had one in flower, however, Brussels sprouts, tomato, capsicum, kale, eggplant,
I do not know how big that specimen was and I'm not zucchini, cucumber, sweetcorn, cabbage, cauliflower,
likely to be putting a sign at the front gate. celery, broccoli, silverbeet, lettuce, leek, Asian

brassicas and roots.
SOW: Asparagus, bush and climbing beans, beetroot,

= e broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, Asian brassicas,
= g capsicum, carrot, cauliflower, celery, eggplant, kale,

e B ks o e kohlrabi, leek, lettuce, salad onion,
; L parsnip, pumpkin, radish, rhubarb,
N summer spinach, swede,

.‘_ ', . sweetcorn, tomato, turnip and
.@ﬁnﬁ‘*/t zucchini.

Kathg b
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BENALLAFURNITURE
REMOVALS

- Storage available short and long term
- Servicing all Victoria and interstate
- Professional and friendly staff
- No move too big or too small
- Quality boxes and moving materials for sale
- Reliable on time and insured

Let us take the stress out of moving!
() 0419 142 666 BFR@outlook.com.au
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\ . Nutrien Harcourts Benalla Andrew Ashton
)\'u tl' en H arcou rl:S (03)5762 2188 0419 000 850
s www.nutrienharcourts.com.au andrew.ashton@nutrien.com.au
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out reqularly?

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-
ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform
one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level.
The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If
this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution
field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly
exercise to repair.

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out

0447 521 931
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Gravel/Crushed Rock g4¢#*

v’ Crushed Rock / Aggregates
v’ Sand & Gravel  Feature Rock

To suit Driveways, Laneways, Pathways etc
Earthmoving equipment available for all jobs

Direct to public
Pick up or Delivery
/‘

C

B‘Lym the quarl‘!! )
farmd save* | LSQUARRY

The quality is in our product

Ph 5768 2366

Mick Gaudion

All farm fencing, Post & Rail, Post Driving.

Qualified Carpenter - Decks, Pergolas,
Renovations, Bathroom & Tiling.

For all your home and farm maintenance.

2 Tonne excavator

et
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SHEPHERDS
CONTRACTING

Hay Baling, Net Wrap Rolls,
Silage, Mowing, Raking
Will Consider Shares
Hay and General Carting
46 Ft Drop Deck

27 Ft Tray Truck
Pasture Sowing-Direct Drilling

or Over Sowing
Pasture Renovation
HAY FOR SALE
Prompt and Professional Ser-
vice
Call Darren 0438850918

GRETA SOUTH

Thinking of a
Garden Wedding?

St T
AR L
ol i 3 i b
¢ w.:‘.' » ';‘

Call us now to
VIEW our
garden and
consider the
potential of
picture perfect gy
setting and
personalized
planning,

Ph 03 57 66 6275

www.birchwoodnearbenalla.com.au
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 275 26.2 65.3 684.6
2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8
2015 447 291 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 555 81.7 613.9
2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 385 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 1721 914 50.1 101.3 | 1050.8
2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 1189 | 760.3
2018 34.3 6.4 249 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 251 22.3 75 73.1 525.8
2019 271.7 13.2 238 22.7 105 729 83.7 494 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3
2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 | 207.2 53 77 435 66.8 49.4 132 341 40.7 891.3
2021 76.6 47.8 39.6 8.2 66.5 99.3 154.9 51.5 92.6 66.5 111 40.5 855
2022 219.3 4.8 72.7 81.4 425 102.5 49.7 126.6 1119 232.2 139.2 25 1217.8
2023 25 18.7 61.1 62.8 59.2 197.6 51.1 67.2 25.2 569.9
WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP

The impressive news is the 92.9mm of rain we had early in the month. This rainfall and the three other falls till the 15" of

October totalled 109.4mm. It is a tad annoying when fire authorities seem to overdo the warnings about bushfires pre-

season. We now know that truly bad fires come after drought and that is the last description you would make of this

year’s weather. September rainfall was 25.2mm.

Mike Larkin

<
e -

FORSE  REIHE v [ ;
¢ i 1 M 3 & ~ } ‘
7 ' 2 ! ' ¥
£ 2 e . ¢ ‘ b
BN l {MES | ] - ' i

Come along, bring your lunch and some goodies to share, do some craft
or just have a chat. Hope to see at the Tatong Memorial Hall.
Patricia 57672287

Next Girl’s Shed. 17th November 9am—>5pm

Prompt service
Competitive prices
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Hughie has once more dropped bucket-loads of water on
the North East; he must love the rushing and gurgling. n n a e e
When we lived near Moulamein, floods were few and far

between. Rain could be quite an extraordinary event!
There were floods; with several weeks warning. Time to

go shopping, evict guests, and build up any levy banks. MP
And phone people upstream and ask, is it here yet?
When we lived at White Gate it was comforting to know

we were well above the famous 1993 flood level, even if :

water just sat on the landscape. The height of the Member for
Hollands was of interest only when going to go to town,

so as to avoid the trek back around Emu Bridge rd if W a’
Sherwill's Bridge was closed. >

Now, we overlook a Hollands floodplain. Over the first five ' 03 5762 1600
years, a bit of water sometimes came in at the back... In S

the past 12 months the Hollands has been in the hen- ‘ 25 Bridge St,

house four times. : Benalla VIC 3672

I’'m getting a bit of a handle on it. The level of the '

Hollands Creek at “Kelfeera” (Emu Bridge Rd) gives us annabellecleeland.com.au
about 10 hours warning. 3.5 metres at Kelfeera means

“collect tree guards from the back of the paddock”. At ‘

4 metres; “fetch dog bedding out of the kennel, consider ‘ 0‘ @Annabelle4Euroa
removing the chook feeder, lecture the chooks on water =E

safety”. Over 4 metres; consider moving the chooks. \ . Proudly Supporting
On October 4th the rain fell down, and then the Hollands the Local Community

went up. Round noon it stopped at 4 metres, so | let the
hens be. By 10pm it was in the hen house and still rising.
The hens stayed on their perches, and were strolling
round a damp orchard next morning. Annabelle.cleeland@parliament.vic.gov.au
As these BOM graphs show, at Wrightly the Hollands
peaked round 6am on the 4th. At Kelfeera (Emu Bridge
Rd) it peaked at noon. (To find this data, check http:// S o
www.bom.gov.au/cgi-bin/wrap fwo.pl?IDV60150.html or

search for: Victoria Links to Rainfall and River Data emces
and select the link: “Goulburn, Broken, Murray - Riverina”

From that page, find the link you want, and click on . -
"Plot" (for the graph) or "Table" (if you like numbers)) Mow1ng Land plannmg
It would be interesting to hear from those who have lived

alongside the various waterways, as to their observations Raking Multi Disc

of the rise and fall and impact of water.
Latest River Heights for Holland Ck at Wrightley
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“Latest River Heights for Holland Ck at Kelfeera

Holland Ok at Kelfeers (382001) ——
L]

| Intend Pty Ltd

| /\____ Barry Ashwin | 2900 Samaria Rd
i Agricultural Contractor | Samaria, 3673

- R A barry,j.ashwin@gmail.com | ACN 47 074 581105
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- Andrea Stevenson PS; If only the Vic Emergency App
would say “Hollands at 4.5 metres. move the chooks”!
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