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Once Hawkers brought wares to the householders. Mola Dad was one. Hawkers 
played an important role in the countryside, before everyone had a motor-car to 
give easy access to shops in town. Hawkers would often camp in the easement 
passing the CFA shed. 
Does anyone have any recollections of Hawkers who frequented Tatong? If you 
do, please share with the Tatong Heritage Group, tatongheri-
tage@yahoo.com.au or the Tattler; email, or via the Tattler mailbox by the    
Tavern. 

Hawker with his wares. Harrison collection 



Tatong Tattler, May 2023 

Page 2  

• Post and Wire • Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

 Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

 S1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
0428715155 AH 03 57666338 
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What’s on  at the Tavern 

 

  Tues Apr 25     Anzac Day 12-4 pm  Two Up Game 1-3 pm  

      Scrumptious Aussie BBQ Lunch 

  Sun May 14  Mothers Day - Live Music 12-3pm 

  Sat June 17  Live Music  

  Sun July 23  Xmas in July  

 

Remember to book early to avoid missing out!  

Like us on Facebook for the latest news!  

Phone 0357 672210  or email info@tatongtavern.com.au 

Meanwhile, in May, One Hundred Years Ago 
The Benalla Standard of May 1st, 1923, includes a 
report from the Dairy and Thistle Inspector, Mr. W. B. 
Tiernan. He declares that South Wangaratta, 
Glenrowan, Taminick, Thoona, Lurg, Lima Creeks, 
Kilfeera, and Baddaginnie are very clear of thistle 
and other weeds.  
The stinkwort on the boundary of the Benalla shire 
and Mansfield has been attended to, and all the St. 
John's wort that he knew of had been destroyed.  
He had to maintain two horses and would like 
another £10 for expenses, please - which after a 
short discussion, the council granted him.  
Heavens! I wish we could much such a declaration 
on the status of those weeds now! 
There is also a report from Tatong Riding, that “the 
necessary steps have been taken to close Clark's 
deviation and portion of the Molyullah-Tatong road 
against firewood traffic.”, and that concerning 
“Kilfeera road near Websters and elsewhere, repairs 
can be done more efficiently and cheaply when the 
weather breaks,” as well as, “Alternative tenders for 
works from Dodd's Crossing to Drummond's and 
Ford's are returnable to-day.” 
When the weather broke, I know not; nor do I know 
the location of “Clark’s deviation” - but wouldn’t it be 
a great name for a rock ‘n roll band! 
 – Andrea Stevenson 
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Molyullah Easter Sports 

THE STATE OF THE WORLD 
What would the Tattler be without my sagely advice about 
world affairs – all froth and bubbles no doubt! 
 So many people are commenting in recent times about 
things being anything but good on the world stage, without 
a solution or a clear idea of what’s going on. For me the 
simple answer is that its situation normal for humanity 
where we continue to ignore truth’s salvation. How true 
the observation that we learn once again, only, that we 
refuse to learn mainly because ‘we know what we are do-
ing’!  
The authentic, innate human nature is one of contentment, 
love and joy so not much has changed about our level of 
happiness since the stone-age. Even though we now have 
the new and wondrous technology with its ability to com-
pute, communicate and provide knowledge, it has also 
dragged us into a vortex of personal isolation and uncer-
tainty about its ability to make things better. 
I sense a strong pull to days past when people had so little 
in the way of possessions but seemed more content and 
with less of the constant pressure to change, adapt and 
perform.  
Digital tech is both good and bad in that we have in-
creased the speed and efficiency of so much of our work 
but also there are people taking advantage of the systems 
by controlling and manipulating the less tech savvy. Apart 
from the ubiquitous hackers and telemarketers we have 
been devastated once again by global uncertainty where 
most people will have experienced the ease with which 
financial authorities and even medical experts have ma-
nipulated facts and truth out of greed, fear and intimida-
tion.  
Alternatively, and fortunately it is also much easier for or-
dinary people to find out, by the same internet means, 
what the ‘bad guys’ are up to! 
Mike Larkin                                        
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2022 Tassie tour – 4 

   Plan for today - visit Russell Falls and then head for Hobart. As we 

can't check in to our Hobart hotel till 3.00pm, we’ll have time to visit 

the Hobart Botanic Gardens on the way. 

   Russell Falls are only about a 15 minute each way walk from the 

visitor centre at Mount Field. There are other, longer walks as well. 

   The falls, as with all the falls we've seen, are accessed by good paths 

and viewing platforms. They are spectacular. In fact, if you can only visit 

one waterfall, then this should be the one. 

   As we arrived at the Botanic Gardens, there 

was a volunteer with a golf cart. We agreed that 

a tour of the Gardens on that would ease the 

pressure on our legs a little. 

   We had a nice cruise around the 

gardens with commentary. A stop at 

the Antarctic garden building allowed 

us to see plants that grow there and 

experience the cold and windy 

conditions they grow in. 

   We elected to be dropped off at the 

Japanese Garden and walk back via the Patch. The Patch is 

what everyone who watches Gardening Australia wants to 

see, of course. 

   Hobart is certainly a beautiful Australian city. Yet it began its early 

life as a penal colony in 1803, making it the second oldest city in 

Australia. 

   Our hotel overlooked Franklin Wharf. This was the port when Hobart 

was being established. As well as numerous restaurants in the 

redeveloped wharf warehouses, there are interesting bronze 

sculptures. 

   Seals and Penguins is a bronze sculpture by Stephen Walker on 

Franklin Wharf. It is part of a group of sculptures called Heading 

South. These waterfront artworks memorialise Hobart’s role as 

the launching point for several 19th century Antarctic expeditions. 

The first maritime explorer was James Clark Ross, a captain in the 

Royal Navy. His two ships – the HMS Terror and HMS Erebus – set 

sail from this point to the Antarctic in 1840. 

   Another work, ‘Footsteps to Freedom’, highlights the number of 

women and children transported to Australia. Names, ages, crime and sentence imposed are on the 

base. In all, almost 13,000 convict women and 2,000 children arrived here. 

   Yet another tells of the children aged 2 to 14 years who went to 

the Orphan School in New Town, 1834 - 1853, and lists their names 

and ages. 

   While in Hobart a ‘must see’ is MONA – challenging, confronting, 

controversial  - that’s next. 

 

   John Knapper 
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KAZADI’S BRISBANE RACE RESULT 
As I wrote about grandson Kazadi’s upcoming race in the 
last Tattler, you might like to know how he went. He came 
fourth out of 18 runners in his Brisbane national under 14, 
3km race on Thursday the 13

th
 of April which is a good re-

sult. He will be keen to get among the placegetters next 
time. 
Coincidentally my nephew, his wife and children who live in 
England, happened to be in Oz visiting family and they 
were in Brisbane on the day of Kazadi’s race. They went to 
the stadium and watched him compete.  
Mike Larkin                                    

SAVE THE DATE 
Wednesday 10

th
 May for the next Tatong community dinner 

& catch up at the tavern 6.30pm. Everyone’s welcome. 
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For the Kids – All about dots. 

Aboriginal art is often based on old stories and symbols from the Dreamtime which is the time during 

which indigenous people believe the world was created. Some stories are more than 50,000 years 

old and have been handed down through generations for all of those years. This is a modern 

Aboriginal artwork made with circles and dots. 

Another way dots are used is in games. Here is a ‘crocodile dot puzzle’ for you to finish. Start with 

the number 1 and finish with number 30. Then add some long sharp teeth.  

 

 

By the way there are no alligators in Australia only crocodiles. They can live in either fresh or 

saltwater and are found across much of the top coast of Australia.  Crocodiles are not able to close 

their long v-shaped snouts to hide their teeth. 

 Did you know that  

‘dot’ was the word for ’spot’? 

The dot was believed to be the world’s first punctuation mark. 

Dot was America’s favourite word in 1996. 
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MOLYULLAH FIRE BRIGADE UPDATE AND SUNDAY DRIVER ROSTER 
 
Thanks to our brigade members who make sure the truck and ultralight are in working order by taking them 
for a weekly Sunday drive. 
 
Sunday Drive includes: 

Take the truck for a short drive 
If fuel is approaching ½ full or less, take the truck to Benalla and refuel  
Walk around truck to ensure everything is OK – lights etc working 
Run the pump 
Participate in radio schedule with Benalla Group (starts 10am Ch #365) 
Take ultralight tanker for a short drive 
Run pump on ultralight 
Fill in log book/s 

 

 
 
If you are unable to do the Sunday drive, please let Dion Stevenson know on 0417 879500.  
 
MOLYULLAH BRIGADE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Our AGM will be held on Monday 22nd May from 7.30pm at the Molyullah Hall. Please come along and sup-
port your local brigade! 
 
MOLY BRIGADE AT THE EASTER SPORTS DAY 

 
Molyullah brigade members set the fire truck and ultralight up 

at the Molyullah Sports Day to remind the community of the 
importance of the local brigades. Steve Phillips and the CFA 
Community Engagement Van had lots of information about 
planning for bushfire season and fire safety in the home, as 

well as lots of activities for the kids.  

30-Apr-23 Alastair Cameron 

07-May-23 Anthony Hill 

14-May-23 Andrew Wheelens 

21-May-23 Pat Horne 

28-May-23 Andrew Muller 

04-Jun-23 John Ryan 

11-Jun-23 John Jordan 

18-Jun-23 Dion Stevenson 

25-Jun-23 Bob Whytlaw 
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-

ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 
 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

 

 

 

0447 521 981 
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Swanpool News 
Brrr, it has been cold! Our sporting teams are now enjoy-
ing indoor activities, including our Table Tennis teams, 
who play at both Tatong and Swanpool. This is a sport for 
all ages and abilities, and a good time is had by all. For 
details, please contact Shaun Murphy, 0429435590, or 
Rob Erskine, 0457672248. 
 
The Cinema's May programme includes Oscar nominees 
and winners, including "The Whale", for which Brendan 
Fraser won Best Actor, screening first on the Double Bill 
for 5

th
 and 6

th
 May, "Living", with a fantastic performance 

from Bill Nighy, screening as a stand alone matinee,  Fri-
day 19

th
 May, 10.30am, and first on the Double Bill, Satur-

day 20
th
 and Sunday 21

st
 May, and "Women     Talking", 

screening first on the Double Bill, 27
th
 and 28

th
 May. Our 

busy volunteers will be dropping off printed copies of our 
new May/June programme to the Tavern, and to various 
regular places in Benalla and Mansfield. Anyone with 
Internet access can find the Cinema on 
www.swanpoolcnema.com.au. As a completely volunteer 
run business, we appreciate the support we get from our 
local communities, and can assure all our patrons that the 
Hall is warm and the choc tops are frozen!                           
Deb 

 

MAY 12
TH

 IS FIBROMYALGIA AWARENESS DAY 
It is estimated that up to one million Australians suffer 
from the condition Fibromyalgia Syndrome, you probably 
know several people with this insidious complaint which 
causes widespread pain and many other varied symp-
toms, but doesn’t affect life expectancy; just quality of life. 
The most common symptoms are generalised muscle 
pain, aching, stiffness and tiredness of the muscles. Pain 
may be worst in the morning, after rest or after activity. 
Extreme fatigue, making normal daily activities difficult. 
Poor sleep despite extreme tiredness. 
Problems with concentration and memory, sometimes 
called brain fog. 
And myriad other symptoms like IBS, migraine and ten-
sion headaches, anxiety, depression, bladder dysfunction, 
tingling and numbness in the arms and legs; the list can 
go and on, even weather changes can cause an increase 
in unpleasant symptoms. 
Fibromyalgia is difficult to diagnose but there are a num-
ber of typical features that the doctor will look for. 
 Understanding the symptoms which can range from very 
mild to severe and can vary from day to day and person to 
person, in any age group and culture, can help with man-
agement of the pain and fatigue.  
While no-one knows the cause there are some common 
features including genetics, a previous illness, viral illness 
or infection, pain from a previous injury or trauma. 
While fibromyalgia is not curable, there are ways to man-
age the symptoms and pain. Regular exercise, better 
quality sleep, massage and stress management all help. 
The best management technique is learning to pace your-
self. Plan your day and recognize that you may not be 
able to complete everything you planned, you may need to 
rest at times. People with fibromyalgia syndrome aren’t 
lazy just very challenged in an often invisible way. 
 

Linda De Fazio 

Healthy & Delicious 
CARROT CAKE BLISS BALLS 
¾ cup dried pitted dates 
½ cup raisins 
1 ¾ cups desiccated coconut 
1 large carrot, grated 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
Extra coconut 
 
Method: Place dates in bowl & cover with boiling water, 
stand for five minutes to soften. 
Drain & place into small food processor. Add raisins, coco-
nut, carrot & spices. 
Process for 2-3 minutes or until almost smooth. Put into 
bowl & chill for fifteen minutes before 
rolling tablespoons of the mixture into balls, (I usually make 
mine smaller than this) then roll in extra coconut to coat. 
Store in fridge.                                              Sue O’Brien 

 

http://www.swanpoolcnema.com.au
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050.8 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 207.2 53 77 43.5 66.8 49.4 132 34.1 40.7 891.3 

2021 76.6 47.8 39.6 8.2 66.5 99.3 154.9 51.5 92.6 66.5 111 40.5 855 

2022 219.3 4.8 72.7 81.4 42.5 102.5 49.7 126.6 111.9 232.2 139.2 25 1217.8 

2023 25 18.7 61.1          104.8 

 Come along, bring your lunch and  some goodies to share, do some craft 
or just have a chat. Hope to see at the Tatong Memorial Hall. 
Patricia 57672287 

 

       Next Girl’s Shed. 19th May 9am—5pm 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
Starting with rainfall, and fwe had a total of 61.1mm for the whole month of March. April rainfall till the 15

th
 of the month 

is 26mm. These figures are reasonable for the home gardener. On a somewhat related matter and the fire season was 
very quiet with not a single total fire ban day for the fire restriction period. 
Mike Larkin                            
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: A0047895K 

Full Page                Half Page    Quarter (or 2x1/8th): 

Single Issue:   $32   $16   $8 

Six Issues: $180   $85 $45 

Eleven Issues: $320 $160 $80 

 

PAYMENT 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words 
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page 
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category must 
be labelled “Promotional Feature”. 

FORMAT (ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!) 
For pre-formatted advertisements, the size of a “half page” 
is 13.6cm x 19cm, and “quarter page” 13.6cm x 9.3cm.  
To avoid distortion to your image, please fit your 
advertisement to these sizes. 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher. Text 
can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file formats 
such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt. Photos (i.e. JPGs) can be 
attached, to be laid out by editor. 

If layout is important, submit your work as an image, or in 
MS Publisher. If laid out in a Word document, contents will 
be copied into Publisher. However, the Editor will have an 
idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. 

If you require help, contact a Tattler committee-member. 

 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month, 
January-November.  

 

SUBMISSIONS / CONTACT 

Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au, leave in 
the Tattler Mailbox beside the Tavern, or send by post to 
the Secretary. 

Secretary: Linda De Fazio, PO Box 588 Benalla 3671,  
03 5766 6375  linda.defazio6@gmail.com 

 

Arrange your copy of the 

Tatong Tattler!Tatong Tattler!  
Have a printed copy delivered within Tatong district, 

Or download it in Techni-colour from  
anywhere in the world! 

 

The Tattler is Delivered free to Tatong & surrounding 
Districts. The PDF file (Colour) may be downloaded by 
anyone, anywhere, from www.tatongtattler.org.au 

To arrange Tattler delivery, or to be notified when the PDF 
is available, contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au 

DONATIONS 

A donation of $1 per issue, or $10 per year, is appreciated 
& helps cover costs. The Tattler is managed, produced 
and distributed entirely by volunteers. 

Donations can be given to committee members, left in the 
locked Box by the Tavern, or sent by EFT (see above). 

SHEPHERDS   
CONTRACTING 

 

Hay Baling, Net Wrap Rolls,    
Silage, Mowing, Raking 

Will Consider Shares 

Hay and General Carting 

46 Ft Drop Deck 

27 Ft Tray Truck 

Pasture Sowing-Direct Drilling 

or Over Sowing 

Pasture Renovation 

HAY FOR SALE 
Prompt and Professional Ser-

vice 

Call Darren 0438850918  

GRETA SOUTH 


