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TATONG  MEMORIAL HALL     

CELEBRATIONS AND HISTORICAL 

DISPLAY 
Sunday 26

th
 June, 2022 
 

The Hall 50 year celebrations and historic display was a 
great success with over one hundred people attending 
and nine apologies.  This wonderful event was attended 
by people who were at the opening of the Hall on Friday 
28

th
 August 1970 and were reminiscing that grand 

opening ball.  The Shire President when congratulating 
the committee stated “Tatong could now boast the best 
hall in the Shire”.  It certainly was an occasion to re-
member. Sunday was also an occasion to remember. 
Tatong Hall is still the best. 
 
The historic display covered all clubs, organisations, 
groups and events with newspaper articles, items and 
photos of Tatong from 1898 to today. 
 
Some members of the Sonnets band who provided the 
music for the opening evening were in attendance. 
 
Barry Lewis welcomed everyone and thanked them for 
their attendance and then asked the following office 
bearers from 1970, Evan James (President), Geoff Green (Treasurer) and Wayne Lewis, whose late father Howard was 
(Secretary).to speak about their memories of the building of the hall. 
 
Des McNulty representing his business, Ryan and McNulty who donated the red gum timber for the floor of the hall and 
supper room was in attendance.  The red gum was valued at $800.00 back then.  It is estimated that it would be worth 
$25,000.00 today   The Crowe family donated the stringy bark timber for the stage and kitchen. 
 
The delicious high tea was served and enjoyed by everyone to round off a very memorable afternoon. 
 
People travelled from Beaufort, Melbourne, Officer, Seymour, Yea, Yarrawonga, Shepparton, Mansfield, Euroa, Milawa, 
Howlong, Benalla and Tatong and district. 
 
We received so many very positive compliments on the afternoon and the delicious high tea was a great way to finish 
the afternoon. 
 
The current committee have recently put in solar panels, a new rain water tank and the storage shed, with the assis-
tance of grants.   
 
The next event on the halls calendar is the Art Show which is the first event of the “Benalla Festival” which is planned 
for 29

th
 October – 6 November 2022.  The Art Show will run over the two weekends. 

 
Current regular users of the hall are Table Tennis, The Girl's Shed and the Heritage Group. 

A few of the many visitors. More photos 
page 13. 
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• Post and Wire • Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

 Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

 S1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
0428715155 AH 03 57666338 
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         CHESHUNT  WILD  DOG  CONTROL  GROUP 
 

                   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of the Cheshunt Wild Dog 
Control Group will be held on Sunday August 28

th
 at the 

Molyullah Hall. 
The meeting will commence 1.30 pm. 
 
All interested Community members are invited to attend 
 

 

Enquiries:   Terry Ring 
                   Ph. 57666356 
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Part 4 
Pioneer Teacher - Sarah Ann Brown 
More important than the new schoolroom was a 
new teacher; 47 years later Michael visited 
Rothesay to see her. Sarah Ann Brown was typi-
cal of the young women teachers who brought 
literacy to rural Victoria, and just 20 when she 
came to Tatong. Remembered as firm but very 
kindly, she was very particular about correct 
grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
For several years Sarah Ann lived in the lean-to 
at the back of the school. She recalled Mick 
coming to school with flour and dough on his fin-
gers and clothes after having made his own 
lunch of damper or scones. 
On marrying, Sarah Ann converted to Catholi-
cism, and brought up her own large family. After 
the death of her husband she ran the farm, and 
subsequently raised her grandchildren from in-
fancy when her daughter-in-law died. 
Kelly Years 
By 1879 the Savage family had moved 2 ½ kilo-
metres away to their own Rothesay selection. 
Michael and his brothers daily picked their way 
bare-footed along a track through the thick 
scrub, pieces of paper pinned to the trees to 
stop them becoming bushed. They often played 
bushrangers, for 1878-80 were the years of the 
Kelly gang’s greatest notoriety in the district. 
Ned Kelly and Michael Savage had much in 
common – both were the sons of poor Irish-
Catholic settlers of the Benalla district. Both saw 
one parent struggle to maintain a large, young 
family after the death of the other parent. Both 
rebelled against the system that suppressed 
them. But whereas Kelly drifted into crime, and 
died on a Melbourne gallows on 11 November 
1880, Savage went on to reform New Zealand. 
Years later Michael Savage observed, ‘Though I 
was born in the same district in which Ned Kelly 
did his bushranging, I did not inherit his meth-
ods.’ 
Richard Savage continued to be the parental 
mainstay of the school, striving to keep it from 
closing or being changed to a half-time teaching 
post. In 1882 Richard Savage wrote that the av-
erage attendance of 16 or 17 pupils over the 
preceding winter months was misleading be-
cause of the ‘flooded state of the roads’, which 
had stopped children walking to school. The de-
cline in attendance at the end of the previous 

summer had been because ‘a great many of the 
children could not attend through blindness 
caused by the unusually dry summer’. (The blind-
ness was trachoma infection, "sandy blight", 
brought to Australia with European settlers and 
widespread in poor housing conditions.) 
The Rothesay School became half-time in 1886, 
closed down temporarily in 1901, and was burnt 
down by a lunatic Italian and an Indian Hawker in 
1905. 
After Schooling 
In 1884 Mick obtained his “certificate-of compe-
tence” and left school to help Rose about the 
house and his father about the farm. 
By the early 1880s settlement at Rothesay was 
sparse. Most of Michael’s brothers were young 
men, working and playing football. Mick spent 
much of his spare time with Joe, who was unable 
to walk far. The summer of 1884 was very hot, 
and the storms which finally got rid of the fires 
and grasshopper hordes blew down trees. Kan-
garoos, crows and cockatoos left little grain for 
the farmers to gather, and in March 1885 a run of 
early frosts destroyed the district’s potato crops. 
During winter months, when roads were impass-
able and people shut indoors, rural families were 
dependent on each other. In summer there was 
more widespread contact, with visits to Benalla 
and picnics and sports meetings, such as the an-
nual gathering at nearby Samaria. 

In Sickness and in Health. 
 
Both Maeve and I have tested positive to the ‘Flu-
Rona’ starting at about the 20th of June and recov-
ered, in the main, after about 10 days of symptoms 
– at the end of June. The illness was a period of 
constant tiredness and lack of appetite or energy. 
For me it felt like the flu but not as bad as the flu I 
and my then wife had, over 40 years ago, when we 
could not look after our 3 kids, and with no rellies 
who could take them were fortunate that the nearby 
hospital minded them for a while.  
As the ‘pandemic’ is such a contentious matter I 
will make no further comment, except to say that   
most people will by now have observed the situa-
tion for themselves and can make up their own 
minds about the pros and cons of this deadly, or 
otherwise, disease.  
Mike Larkin                                    
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SHEPHERDS   
CONTRACTING 

Hay Baling, Net Wrap 

Rolls,    Silage, Mowing, 

Raking 

Will Consider Shares 

Hay and General Carting 

46 Ft Drop Deck 

27 Ft Tray Truck 

Pasture Sowing-Direct 
Drilling or Over Sowing 

Pasture Renovation 

HAY FOR SALE 
Prompt and Professional 

Service 

Call Darren 0438850918 

GRETA SOUTH 



Tatong Tattler, August 2022 

Page 11 

 

Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-

ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 
 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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Norfolk Island – a potted history. 
   Maximum speed limit – 50 kph 
40 kph through town - 30 kph in Kingston and past the school. 
Cows have right of way! 
Capital is Kingston – only the administrator lives there. 
Only town is Burnt Pine. 
Norfolk Island is 14 sq. miles – roughly 5X3 miles – 8960 acres – population 
2188. 
   Janette and I have recently returned from a week there. We travelled with 
another couple, Denise and Michael (Denise and Janette go way back to 
when they were 7 year old girls at Clayton Primary School). They said that 
they were thinking of going there, we said we’d always talked about going 
one day, and before we knew it, we were booked for a seven day stay. Michael was really the reason for 
the trip as his three times great grandparents were guests of his majesty on the first fleet. 
   Habitation of Norfolk Island had three distinct phases – Polynesian, Penal and Pitcairn. It was inhab-
ited by Polynesians in the 13th and 14th centuries. Cpt Cook landed on 10th October 1774 and named it 
Norfolk after the Duchess of Norfolk. Cook thought the tall, straight pine trees would be excellent for 
ships’ masts (unfortunately pine tends to snap as it is very knotty – so not too good for masts).   
   When the first fleet arrived at Port Jackson in January 1788, Governor Arthur Phillip ordered Lieuten-
ant Philip Gidley King to lead a party of 15 convicts and 7 free men. They were to take control of Norfolk 
Island and prepare for its commercial development and to ensure no other country claimed it. 
   Nathaniel Lucas and Olivia Gascoigne, Michael’s ancestors, were two of the convicts. The thought at 
the time was that Norfolk Island would be a foodbowl for Sydney. Except for eleven years between 1814 
and 1825, this second Norfolk Island settlement lasted till 1855. When it was re-established in 1826, re-
offending convicts, “the worst description of convicts”, in Australia were sent to Norfolk Island. 
   Convict labour built Kingston comprising Government House, Military Barracks and Officers’ quarters, 
Commissariat Store, gaol, Quality Row houses and the cemetery. Kingston and Port Arthur in Tasmania 
are considered the two most significant historic settlement sites in Australia. 
   Transportation to Van Diemen’s Land ceased in 1853 and was replaced by incarceration in the UK. 
The last convicts on Norfolk Island were removed to Tasmania in May 1855. So ended phase two, the 
penal phase, of Norfolk Island’s settlement. 
   The third phase of settlement, the Pitcairn phase, began in June 1856. Descendants of the Bounty 

mutineers were living on Pitcairn Island. It was getting a tad overcrowded 
so they petitioned Queen Victoria asking for help. She gave them Norfolk 
Island. All 163 ‘Pitcairners’ made the move but 43 later returned to Pit-
cairn Island. 
   So, on 8th June 1856, permanent civilian residence began on Norfolk. 
In 1914, the UK handed Norfolk Island over to Australia to administer as 
an external territory. In 2021, Queensland took over from NSW the re-
sponsibility of providing state services. TV service is via satellite out of 
Alice Springs and they are part of the electorate of Canberra. 
   In Kingston there is a memorial near where King would have raised the 
flag and claimed Norfolk Island for Britain. It lists the names of the 15 
convicts and 7 free men. 
   Between there and the cemetery is a 
little sandy bay called Emily Bay. Scat-

tered around are small plaques indicating burial places. 
   One of them reads:- 
“In memory of Mary and Sarah Lucas, twin daughters of first fleeters, 
Nathaniel Lucas and Olivia Gascoigne, born 18-8-1790, died 14-8-1792, 
tragically killed by a falling tree”. 
   There was something different about this plaque. 
   There were fresh flowers, deliberately placed at each side of the 
plaque… 
John Knapper. 
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What is the origin of the name “Myrrhee”? 
Place names in Australia can be tricky. As the English 
spread out over Victoria in the late 1830’s, displacing the 
indigenous people, they often christened their selections 
with words from the local indigenous languages. The word 
itself might be mis-pronounced, and if no good record was 
made, the reason for that choice of word became as lost 
as the language from which it (may) have come. As people 
have a natural tendency to find patterns in sounds, and 
invent possible meanings, any place name can collect mul-
tiple origins. The internet abounds with suggestions for 
“Moyhu”, many being indigenous meanings, when there is 
good evidence it is a corruption of an Irish town name. 
What of Myrrhee? The earliest record I could find on Trove 
was 1853, May 13th: "The above sheep are now running 
on the Myrrhee Station, King River, near Wanga-
ratta..." [ https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/
article/4792565 (top right corner) ] 
A Myrrhee History states (and gives references): 
"George FAITHFULL took up the Oxley Plains run in 
March 1838. Around the same time, Dr. George MACKAY 
took up a selection of 96,000 acres which he named 
"Myrhee" (Ellis 1972*). "The large Myrhee run extended 
from Laceby in the North, with the King River and Fifteen 
Mile Creek forming the approximated East and West 
boundaries, and included the Moyhu, King Valley and 
Whitfield areas." (Myrrhee School Centenary and Pioneer 
Families Reunion 1985)."  [  http://ne.ausvic.net/
KayesPages/myrrhee.html  ] 
 - Note that the number of 'r's varies. Indigenous people did 
not use spelling, and of the English, some didn't spell, 
some didn't spell very well, and some varied their spelling 
by the day. 

A Heritage Report for the Rural City of Wangaratta concurs: 
"...in 1838 and Dr George Edward Mackay took up Myrrhee 
run, before being forced to abandon, and returning to estab-
lish Whorouly run".  
 
An origin for Myrhee is listed in possible origins in “A History 
of Moyhu” [  https://moyhublog.wordpress.com/2016/09/22/
the-history-of-moyhu/  ]: 
1) The name Moyhu seems to have originated with the 
Byrne family who in 1859 were one of the earliest landown-
ers in the area and had emigrated from a town in Ireland 
named Moihu (pronounced Moyhu). Records then show that 
in 1866 a catholic parish priest at Wangaratta applied for aid 
from the Education Board for a school at Moihu. By 1868 it 
appears that Moyhu was the accepted spelling as the Post 
Office was opened on 1st January 1868 under this name. 
2) The fertile district was settled by Dr George Mackay who 
took up the ‘Myrrhee’ pastoral run early in 1838. The run’s 
name is thought to have been derived from an Aboriginal 
word meaning wind. Myrrhee was probably later corrupted 
to Moyhu (although there is a Myrrhee village south of 
Moyhu on a tributary of the King River). 
3) Moyhu was founded between 1856 and 1875, It is be-
lieved the name of the town came from the corruption of the 
names of two Chinese farmers, Ah Moy and Ah Yu." 
 - that last one smacks very much of some smarty having a 
play with words. Then again, if records can be found... 
But back to Myrrhee. Dear Tattler Reader, do you have any 
good suggestion as to whence came the name, “Myrrhee”?  
* Presumably "A History of Greta", by S.E.Ellis                                                         
 
                                                              Andrea Stevenson 

Tatong Hall 50th  celebration 
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The Insect Debacle: A review of the literature      Hazel Wann   March, 2022.                                           Part 4 

Tree is the only writer in this collection of books that focuses on the soil as a whole entity rather than just fo-
cusing on worms or ants.  Worms disappear in arable land, there being little organic matter on which they 
depend.   Ants are voracious insect killers and also assist worms with ground burrowing, and increase nutri-
ents by storing food underground. But underneath the ground there are many other insects, many not visible 
to the human eye, and the all important mycorrhizal fungi, not an insect but a life supporting web for plants 
and both are destroyed by ploughing and chemicals.   
 
Managing Pests 
 
      Goulson says “Managing pests effectively with minimal or no pesticides requires a good understanding of 
the biology and behaviour of the pest.”  For instance codling moth eggs on the leaves hatch and tiny caterpil-
lars feed on the leaves.  This is the time to catch them before they burrow into the apples.  In the orchard 
earwigs are the predator of choice for aphids, codling moths, scale and any pest in fruit orchards and vegeta-
ble gardens.  The use of IPM or integrated pest management where the use of chemicals is a last resort and 
crops are continually checked. A full explanation of IPM can be found at the CSIRO.  There are many new 
developments in biological control for pests in Australia and the last website below is worth a visit.  In Swit-
zerland, there is a national forecasting system for pests using scouting and a model that takes into account 
temperature. 
 
Where I live, in north east Victoria and south of the Hume, insects appear to abound.  Less cropping and 
stubble burning, less clearance and more attention paid to the ecosystems by Landcare. Nevertheless at my 
place I notice the absence of Christmas beetles, no beetle invasions on summer nights, few moths around 
the outside lights, no Welcome swallows last year and an explosion of Harlequin Bug everywhere in the gar-
den, even in the lawn – where is their predator?    So despite the wonderful season we are having with drag-
onflies, butterflies and bees, something is wrong.   
 
Sources 
 
https://www.rothamsted.ac.uk/healthy-living-starts-soil 
https://www.rothamsted.ac.uk/our-impact 
https://www.buglife.org.uk/ 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/pdf/nature/conservation/species/pollinators/
Progress_in_the_implementation_of_the_EU_Pollinators_Initiative.pdf 

https://www.holland.com/global/tourism/destinations/provinces/flevoland/oostvaardersplassen-2.htm 

https://knepp.co.uk/home 

https://www.wheenbeefoundation.org.au/about-us/ 

https://www.honeyflow.com.au/pages/blossoms 

https://www.csiro.au/en/research/animals/pests/integrated-pest-management 

https://www.biologicalservices.com.au/products.html 
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Woo Hoo! Our new kitchen will be open for meals  from Friday 22nd July 
Don’t forget Happy Hour every Friday night 5.30-6.30 

 
July 24     Xmas Luncheon booked out, so we are doing Xmas Dinner as well, 
      book now! 
Aug 5-7      Celtic Music Festival all weekend by local musicians and friends  
Aug 13     Restaurant closed for private function, bar open 
Sep 3      Live Music to shake off the winter blues 
Sep 4       Father’s Day Luncheon 

Like us on Facebook for the latest news!  
Phone 0357 672210  or email info@tatongtavern.com.au 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2012 82.5 94.0 184.9 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 92.1 35.5 34 28 30.1 773.6 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050.8 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 207.2 53 77 43.5 66.8 49.4 132 34.1 40.7 891.3 

2021 76.6 47.8 39.6 8.2 66.5 99.3 154.9 51.5 92.6 66.5 111 40.5 855 

2022 219.3 4.8 72.7 81.4 42.5 102.5       523.2 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
For the month of June we received a very good total of 102.5mm of rain. For July we have had 
6.7mm up until the 15

th
 of the month. There was a spell of 13 days when no rain fell at the end of 

June and beginning of July and this is a time when plants can suffer because everything still seem 
wet but isn’t. 
 Ps. We have had heavy rain on Sunday the 17

th
 July, to be written up in the Tattler after this one. 

Mike Larkin                                         

TATONG GIRL'S SHED 
 

The Tatong Girl's Shed held their second three day 
weekend for the year, from Friday 15

th
 July to Sun-

day 17
th
 July. There were 20 ladies creating bril-

liant items of craft, from quilts, string dolls, bags of 
various designs, book making and knitting. There 
was lots of socialising as well as assistance to 
each other on articles they were making. This was 
another great community event in Tatong. 
The girls shed is held at the Tatong Memorial Hall 
on the 3

rd
 Friday of each month from 10am. Bring 

your lunch and craft that you are working on, or 
just sit and chat over a cappucino or read a book. 
The cost is $5. All welcome. 
For information contact 57672238, or 57672287. 
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: A0047895K 

Full Page                Half Page    Quarter (or 2x1/8th): 

Single Issue:   $32   $16   $8 

Six Issues: $180   $85 $45 

Eleven Issues: $320 $160 $80 

 

PAYMENT 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words 
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page 
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category must 
be labelled “Promotional Feature”. 

FORMAT (ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!) 
For pre-formatted advertisements, the size of a “half page” 
is 13.6cm x 19cm, and “quarter page” 13.6cm x 9.3cm.  
To avoid distortion to your image, please fit your 
advertisement to these sizes. 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher. Text 
can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file formats 
such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt. Photos (i.e. JPGs) can be 
attached, to be laid out by editor. 

If layout is important, submit your work as an image, or in 
MS Publisher. If laid out in a Word document, contents will 
be copied into Publisher. However, the Editor will have an 
idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. 

If you require help, contact a Tattler committee-member. 

 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month, 
January-November.  

 

SUBMISSIONS / CONTACT 

Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au, leave in 
the Tattler Mailbox beside the Tavern, or send by post to 
the Secretary. 

Secretary: Linda De Fazio, PO Box 588 Benalla 3671,  
03 5766 6375  linda.defazio6@gmail.com 

 

Arrange your copy of the 

Tatong Tattler!Tatong Tattler!  
Have a printed copy delivered within Tatong district, 

Or download it in Techni-colour from  
anywhere in the world! 

 

The Tattler is Delivered free to Tatong & surrounding 
Districts. The PDF file (Colour) may be downloaded by 
anyone, anywhere, from www.tatongtattler.org.au 

To arrange Tattler delivery, or to be notified when the PDF 
is available, contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au 

DONATIONS 

A donation of $1 per issue, or $10 per year, is appreciated 
& helps cover costs. The Tattler is managed, produced 
and distributed entirely by volunteers. 

Donations can be given to committee members, left in the 
locked Box by the Tavern, or sent by EFT (see above). 


