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Continuation from February Tattler, of my account of Scouts Victoria Jamboree by Chloe Hakkennes

Day 7, January 4th. Today we visited Outback World, where we did archery, I wasn’t very good at that.

We did axe throwing and | got a bullseye. Games played were crossing on rope bridges and swings.

At Water World we did the mud course followed by the water course involving a giant slide, lots of fun.

That afternoon there was a massive dust storm, with everyone running for shelter, we stayed in the bathrooms to keep safe.

The following morning it was off to Fun Fields, where we went on all the dry rides, the pirate ship, voodoo upside down and

go carting, that was my favourite. The afternoon was spent visiting the many displays, and board games for some quiet time.

Day 9. We packed our bags, ate cereal for breakfast and lost Lauren before nearly missing our bus for our expedition to Paddle
Away. We did the water activities again because it was so hot. For lunch a chicken and avocado sandwich. A wind and rainstorm
blew in, and once again we had to run for shelter. We had hot dogs and hamburgers for dinner before going back to the tent to
rest.

Day10. We woke up and packed up our tents before having toasties for breakfast. Then another storm blew in and we waited
under shelter. Once the rain stopped, we caught the bus to Lake Nagambie,
where we went on a 11 km paddle in our canoes, stopping twice along the
way. We had lunch and caught the bus back to camp. Then it was off to the
Scout Shop to buy and swap badges, there were hundreds to choose from.
Dayll. The last day, we packed up the camp, tents, tables, camp
stretcher and cooking utensils, it took ages.

There were 100 buses waiting to take us all home, luckily our camp wasn’t
far from our bus to load all our equipment.

All aboard, we headed back to the city. Because it was raining, we didn’t
stop at the park but stopped at McDonalds. then we dropped off 1% Lily-
dale and 1*" Alphington at La Trobe University before finishing our drive
to Monash University where 5 Sandringham and 1% Sandringham, which
was us, hopped off to meet our parents. It was remarkable and
unforgettable.

Visit the Scouts Victoria Facebook page for all the action. By Chloe Hakkennes

ARHA Alpine Cutting - Myrtleford - Event at Karn Station on Saturday 19th February -
annual Preworks.
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* Post and Wire » Post Driving * Post Hole Digging
» With over 25 years experience * Farm Fencing
 Post and Rail « Stock Yards « Horse Shelters « Frontend Loader
. Slashing « Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.

. S1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au
0428715155 AH 03 57666338

h@!-‘-l:.s;% Sl?'b}s Sy 6’7{@9( 30 J

oo wtaurie - °
el

shed-slab R s 192

deJcorm‘lvez conc

> .
CreTe. christian -(041/5422 942
“paying

: sl L 2

Page 2



Tatong Tattler, March 2022

lan’s Eulogy

On behalf of the Horsburgh family | would like to begin by thanking everyone that is here today and for those
that have sent their condolences. We have received many phone calls and texts.

lan started his life across the road on the family farm the youngest of 3, his Grandmother (Ma) lived with the
family as well and spent a lot of time looking after Dad spoiling him as we have been told. Ma pushed Dad
around in his pram on walks around the farm with a gun in one hand and pram in other, shooting crows that
were taking eggs from the chook shed or any foxes that crossed their paths. There is a great photo with Ma
pushing Dad, gun in one hand pram in the other with a dead fox strung across the top.....taking it back to be
skinned for money, those were the days. I certainly can’t imagine a grandmother these days doing this and
managing all this with only one eye.

As Dad got older he worked on the farm in the early days milking cows, feeding pigs and at that stage | think
they even had turkeys. One day while chasing pigs around for Pa, Dad stepped on a brown snake, he fell ill
rather quickly... Pa not knowing what to do. Eventually they founds the snake bite, all hell broke loose from
what I can recall from Nans recollection. Pa immediately tied a shoe lace around dad’s leg, then out with the
trusty old pocket knife, too many westerns been watched | think. Nan got her way | believe and Pa never cut
him, once they got him into hospital the story goes he was given black snake anti venom which put Dad into a
coma and almost lost his leg from the shoe lace being on there too long. He recovered and was given a baby
cockatoo to rear while recovering, the cockatoo is still there today and still swears, after Dad spent countless
hours teaching him how to. | can remember cocky saying, ‘Dinners ready Fred” as Nan would always yell this
out and if you listened closely at the end of that cocky would then say, you old bastard. He remembered Dads
teachings well.

Dad started school at Samaria and then moved into Benalla 31 once Bruce and Helen started secondary school,
Helen constantly worried about Dad being there as she thought he was too small. He then went to Benalla Tech
where he must of left lasting impressions for when | attend school all those years later teachers would ask if |
was lan’s son, yes, | would answer proud as punch, i soon learned that this meant trouble for me, well worth it |
reckon.

School wasn’t for Dad and he left early working back on the farm and then gaining employment at the local but-
ter factory near Swanpool. Nan told me this is where he learnt the art of drinking long necks (bottles) with the
older blokes, much to Nan’s disgust. He then gained employment with the State Rivers as many did around the
local area and progressed through the ranks, he started a carpentry apprenticeship, constructing the form work
for the dam walls, he worked on Nillahcootie ,Mokoan and Buffalo and later the channels throughout the dam
network. At some stage along this journey he must have met our mother Patty Ryan and it wasn’t long before
they had a beautiful boy who they named David, couple of years later Anita was born not so beautiful but okay |
guess. The State River work dried up and Dad gained employment with a local concreters the Dapos family.
Dad became very close with the family and enjoyed his time there. He then started work at the local saw mill
Terretts which then became Marbut Gunnersons and finally Gunnersons, he spent the rest of his working car-
rier there building saw mills for the company throughout Victoria and as their Head Maintenance Fitter. He built
a strong relationship with their bush foreman, Bill Maxwell and started looking after bush crews as well as
grading the logging roads. Gunnersons closed in Benalla and Dad continued for a period fixing some of the
other mills. He then installed Ryan and McNultys major band saw, they asked him to stay as their fitter. At that
stage all the rules starting coming in about no smoking at work, Dad was told he had to walk to a smoking area
if he was to have one, that didn’t fit with him so he left. He continued working around the area building sheds,
doing shed slabs and even help build his best mate Johnny Lewis’s house. I can tell you there was a lot drink-
ing and not much building from memory but the house is still there as solid as a rock. Dad worked around the
area doing lots of different jobs even helped with the concreting of Benalla Mitre 10.

In 1992 we lost our beloved Grandfather, Fred. Dad more or less focused on the farm then and looking after his
mother Jean until she passed in 2005 and continued to farm the property until his death.

Dad enjoyed wining and dining and certainly enjoyed the company of women, my mates called him Hugh. He
married a few times and finally married his true soul mate Linda, they were best mates. Linda enjoyed Dad’s life
style on the farm and loved us and our kids like they were hers. They went camping and fishing whenever they
could with their tribe of bloody fox terrier dogs yapping at every noise. They had a great life until Linda passed
far too early in 2012. Dad struggled from then on.

Dad loved parties, he loved any event where he could wet the whistle and have some good music. He loved
fishing and continued to do this every cod opening with his mates and especially his good mate Reg Smith and
Robyn and there was a good reason for this, Reggie can catch fish in a puddle and Dad loved sending the pics
back to me acting like he caught them, | knew who was catching the fish.

Dad loved his mates and loved having a Friday drink with them, every Friday the boys and Jan would be out
having a laugh and a grog. Jan helped Dad enormously around the farm and was a great mate to him.

He loved his kids and loved his grandkids more so; he loved playing tricks on everyone especially if he could
con one of us to grab an electric fence or get in the paddock with a mad cow. He had a great life and lived it his
way. We will miss him greatly sitting on the front veranda having a drink..... Watching all the cars drive past.....
Saying to me who'’s that bastard David, | haven’t seen that car around... they drive too fast, these people need
to go back to Melbourne.

We will see you another time Dad love David and Anita.
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BENALLAFURNITURE
REMOVALS

- Storage available short and long term
- Servicing all Victoria and interstate
- Professional and friendly staff
- No move too big or too small
- Quality boxes and moving materials for sale
- Reliable on time and insured

Let us take the stress out of moving!
() 0419 142 666 BFR@outlook.com.au
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s www.nutrienharcourts.com.au andrew.ashton@nutrien.com.au
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50 YEAR CERTIFICATES TO
ACKNOWLEDGE ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to Colin McCauley who received a 50
year certificate and gold stencil last year from the Aus-
tralian Wool Exchange to acknowledge his 50 years of
Service Wool Classing. Colin commenced his wool
classing apprenticeship in 1967 when attending the
Benalla Technical School, then after leaving school
completed his apprenticeship part time at night school at
the Benalla Technical School. This was a 4 year
course. Whilst attending night school to complete this
course he was a shed hand in many shearing sheds
around the district.

The stencil was branded onto every bale of wool
classed by the wool classers with their registered num-
ber so the bales were traceable if not up to standard
requirements.

On completion of the course Colin was wool classing in
sheds around the district for about 5 months each year.
In later years he went teaching Wool Classing through
TAFE, at Benalla, Dookie Agricultural College, Wanga-
ratta and at Molesworth, lots of travelling home at night
from Molesworth. Until quite a few years ago nearly
everyone ran sheep so there was plenty of work. During
this time he was also breeding Merino sheep and run-
ning his farm.

Joan Lewis
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Brian Ritchie.

Leaving High School the day | turned 15, | had a choice
of an apprenticeship with my brother-in-law as a
plumber or register with a Wool Broker to become a
Wool Classer or 3 more years at high school to become
a Draftsman.

With the love of a farming life style and having many
relations throughout the Western District, | chose to be-
come a Wool Classer starting with Young Husbands Pty
Ltd wool brokers at their North Melbourne wool store.

From here a 4 year 2 nights a week of night school at
the Melbourne College of Textiles at Pascoe Vale. The
course was shortened to 7/8 months due to students
being called up for National Service. The “expert
course” was cancelled which was very disappointing as
it consisted of preparing and servicing machinery, hand
pieces, shearing plants, wool presses, overhead running
machines.

Younghusbands would send training classers out to
shearing sheds as roustabouts and shed hands and
work with qualified wool classers in areas throughout
N.S.W., Vic, and South Australia.

| completed the course at Melbourne College of Textiles
on the 12" November 1971. While wool classing wasn't
always my career, | took on a trade painting course with
Berger Paints and am qualified painter. | also spent a 4
year stint at Rich River Golf Club as a groundsman/
curator. A 3 year course was offered but | declined.

Leaving Echuca and moving to Tatong on February 2™
1989, | started up wool classing and wool buying with Wats-
wool Wool Broker P/L Benalla, then with Techwool who
took over Watswool P/L. | was offered the manager’s posi-
tion at the wool store and stayed there for 8 years.

I left the wool store and decided to get back to painting and
wool classing in shearing sheds travelling all over the coun-
try, Benalla and surrounding areas, Euroa, Mansfield, Yar-
rawonga, Rennie, Ruffy, Wedderburn and Waneering/
Whitecliffs.

In November 2021 | received my 50 year Gold Stencil and
Certificate of appreciation from the Australian Wool Ex-
change.

It's been a fantastic journey meeting lots of nice and won-
derful people along the way, farmers and their families,
shearers, roustabouts, shed hands and taking in a lot of
great sightseeing.

No regrets and great memories.

Brian Ritchie

Swanpool News

Like Tatong, there is never a dull moment in Swanpool!
Our sporting clubs are continuing to enjoy the mild, if hu-
mid weather, and our various community volunteer teams
are busy preparing for two major events, the annual
Swanpool Motor Show, which will take place this year on
Sunday 13th March, over the Long Weekend, and our
annual community BBQ, scheduled for Friday 18" March,
from 6.00pm.

The Motor Show promises to be even bigger and better
than previously, and will be a fun day for all the family.
Entrance is $5 a head, kids under 16 free, and there will
be music and lots of food trucks, as well as all those
fabulous cars, bikes, and trucks

We have just finalised another fantastic Cin-
ema programme, which includes the latest version of
blockbuster “Dune”, which we are screening over the
Labour Day weekend, Oscar contenders “Spencer”,
which is a snapshot of Princess Diana’s unhappiness with
the Royal Family, and “Belfast”, which is based on award
winning actor and director Kenneth Branagh’s memories
of growing up in Northern Ireland during the Troubles. We
have scheduled a matinee for “Spencer” on Friday 25th
March at 11.00am

Patrons who can access the internet can check pro-
gramme details and pre book their tickets via our website,
www.swanpoolcinema.com.au. Tickets are also available
at the door. We make sure there are plenty of hard copy
programmes available at the Hall, the Swanpool Store,
and various local businesses in both Benalla and
Mansfield. Deb Smith
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PEST ANIMAL MANAGEMENT

Bocklkeeping
Serv

Covering Benalla and

surrounding districts North East BUNNY BUSTERS|

KANGAROO BY PERMIT
RABBITS, FOXES, PIGS, DEER CULLING|

MYOB, Xero, Registered BAS e-mail nebunnybusters@bigpond.com
agent, payroll, debt collection,

accountant liaison and general Ph. Ted 0421363967
administration duties.
AGRICULTURAL BLASTING
A professional and confidential
service 1s provided at all times. RABBIT AND WOMBAT BURROWS
COLLAPSED USING EXPLOSIVES

For inquiries please phone
Lisa Grover (03) 5768 2662 STUMPS AND ROCKS REMOVED

or 0417 051 296 WORKSAFE LICENCED

S.P. & J.E. LEWIS Bedrock Quarries

| —— MEADS ISR e W ._.

BUILDERS

. g
T 1O DRI

=Y - NEWHOMES - EXTENSIONS - RENOVATIONS ¥ Farm access roads
= Vad. 0417 368 761 | ERAIETER

Shane & Janine Lewis / Tracks
. QUALITY BUILDERS / Hardstand areas
* NEW HOMES,
EXTENSIONS & All made, repaired or renovated
RENOVATIONS using Lurg Hills gravel
* BENALLA &
SURROUNDING .
AREAS Call me: Tim Ward - 0427 587 458

* NO OBLIGATION
FREE QUOTES
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Gawn to Town

Lyricists like to warble about who is climbing through the
bedroom window, but in my reality the issue is what.
Mosquitoes tend not to figure in love-songs, despite being
driven by blood-lust, but well-fitted fly-screens are essen-
tial. Which rather cruels it for acrobatic lovers.

Now that we live on the edge of town, near to the Hume
freeway, a southerly breeze calls for a closed window.
During the day one can tune out the hum of traffic, but
when trying to fall asleep it is astonishing just how much
noise floats over the creek, up the paddock, and dives
through the fly-wire. Past those frustrated mozzies.

On the farm | liked the window open. The call of the
mopoke is a delightful lullaby. The hum of the breeze, the
whisper of the trees. The gentle sounds of stock grazing.

Less soporific is the sound a bird makes when a creature
of prey seizes it at 3am. The harsh shriek of a fox isn’t
much chop either. That seems less common on the edge
of town, or is just that my window is mostly shut?

Then there was weaning time; sheep can make a fair
racket, when the lambs are left in the yards overnight. But
cattle take the cake on decibels, anxious mothers
deafening the countryside for miles around, while their
calves bawl encouragingly.

Our dogs were usually quiet at night, but a full moon
brings out all manner of bunyips. Or is it a burglar; or a
fox in the hen-house? | rarely got up to check; just yelled
out the window at the offending canid. Which is a rather
wakening thing to do.

Once | was woken in the early hours by a sharp CRACK.
Came wide awake; listened; dozed off again. CRACK.
Once it settled down to a regular noise | realised it was
the electric fence. The next morning revealed that on the
warm summer’s night a small lizard had decided to take a
different route up a gatepost. Sorry, lizard.

When | was a child in suburban Mt Waverley, | slept with
the window open. Unfortunately, the garden path just
outside was the preferred battleground of the local tom-

Cast Iron Skillet

In the February issue the Tatong Heritage Group queried
what the Cast Iron Skillet was.

My uncle, Lex Devitt, had one of these. | can say what he
used it for. He had a big open fire and he would place the
skillet on coals in this fire place to cook chops, steak, or
even heat up a pie. The raised pointed bits meant the pie
or meat did not burn black on the bottom whilst leaving the
top uncooked. If he cooked dinner this way he did not have
to light the combustion stove as he had no power in the
early days. We did part with this gem at one of the Tatong
Garage Sales a few years ago. Could this be the Devitt
skillet?? Hope it went to a good home.

Bob Whytlaw called to let me know that his family had one
in his youth. Like Lex, it was used to cook meat but it was
placed on the cooktop of the combustion stove. The fats
drained into the drain around the outside of the skillet and
were then poured into a container for re-use later — nothing
was wasted in those days. No doubt it was sold at the
Yacca clearing sale — Could this be the Whytlaw version??
Seems to me it could still be handy when camping — mak-
ing a cook-top over the open camp fire.

Janette Knapper

cats, where they issued their blood-curdling insults before
a brief but loud barney.

Each morning for many years, our next door neighbour
would start his car, and leave it running for the required
warm-up before he set off for work. That is what one did
in the ‘60s. The car sat there chugging away, while the
neighbourhood ingested the carbon monoxide. | hated the
smell but | can't recall closing the window. Probably
rendered too dim by all those toxins.

Some draw their blinds for the night. It is amazing what
can creep through closed eyelids. Years ago, when our
bedroom overlooked a river flat, | once came awake in
the early hours, seeing the pump on the riverbank in
flames. | leapt out of bed, crying, “The pump’s on fire!”
only to have my drowsy partner point out that it was only
moonlight. Now awake, and looking with open eyes, it
was indeed just bright moonlight reflecting on the side of
the big old pressure-pump cylinder, 300 metres away.
The picture my brain drew for me was a little over-
enthusiastic, but very vivid; | had seen the flames.

Now it is sometimes sleep itself which will not be enticed
through the window. | shall study astral projection, and
send my soul out through the fly-wire and over the roof-

tops and tree-tops. Wave if you see me. - Andi Stevenson

New Granddaughter
Proud to announce the birth of our 8" grand child, Ada
Eliza born on Sunday 6" February '22, at home to our
daughter Zoe and husband Kyle on Phillip Island. Weighed
in at 4.46kg and 55cm long. Keeping to the family tradition
of even numbers of grand boys and grand girls there is now
four boys and four girls. This follows my ‘skill’ in fathering 3
girls and 3 boys in alternate order of gender — girl, boy, girl,
boy, girl, boy!
Zoe’s first birth, Cecelia (Cece for short) was a caesarean
birth in hospital and something of a shock to the system.
This latest home birth was in a large heated plastic tub in
the lounge room and went to plan, to the great relief of all.
Maeve is staying for a few weeks to help family establish,
and to mind Cece. | visited a few days after the birth and
had the pleasure of adoring this tiny new creature and
watching her sleep peacefully on my lap or cuddling and
carrying her.
It is particularly rewarding to experience an addition to the
family at this time of upheaval in society. Some things re-
main relatively unaffected by such periodic episodes of hu-
man ambition, deceit and tyranny.
Mike Larkin
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Rick & Sallie Hann arrived in the Tatong district the week
before Christmas in 1983. They had previously been running
the Commercial Hotel in Mooroopna.

Sallie had emigrated from Nottingham, England, as a child.
Rick grew up all over the place, being in an army family, but
mostly in Burwood, Vic.

Rick & Sallie ran the Tatong Hotel from December 1983 to
February 1986, and built a home in Tiger Hill road.

In 1984 they bought a block of land in Mitchell road and there
built there a home to retire to. But in the meantime, Sallie
worked in Melbourne and Rick worked in America.

Their three children, Brad, Justin and Shelley, attended the
Tatong Primary School and then the Benalla High School,
from 1984 to 1991. Justin left to take up an apprenticeship as a
motor mechanic, Shelley moved to University High School and
Bradley went to America with Rick.

From February 2004 Rick lived full time in their Tatong home,

Melbourne. Sallie worked in Cooinda before retiring. In
December 2005, both had retired completely to enjoy their
bush block to the full.

Rick has been involved with the Tatong Tattler committee for
almost the entirety of it's existence. Sallie joining once she
moved back full-time to the district.

Sallie has performed in Tatong Christmas Concerts, and
participated in many local events and groups. She has
dedicated much time and effort to clearing roadside rubbish
from Mitchell Road. She was Cub Scout leader at Moorngag
for several years, joined the U3A Benalla Recorder-playing
and Creative-writing groups, and is currently an active member
of the ladies badminton in Benalla.

Rick was editor of the Tatong Tattler for ten years, and stayed
on the committee long after, helping with projects and advising
on many matters. He has also been involved in trying to Save
the Tatong School, in the Australia day committee at the
Benalla council, and he organised the Tatong Australia day
breakfast from 2009 to 2015.

A painting by Rick Hann’s mother hangs in the Tatong Hall.
Daughter Shelley was a member of the Tatong Young Bloods.
The time has come to cut down on maintenance of acres, stock,
trees and fences, so Sallie
and Rick are upping
sticks and heading for
Queensland.

Justin now lives in
America, and Shelley in
England, and Brad in
Melbourne.

Tatong will miss them
all, but is the richer for
having had them as an
important part of the
community for so long.
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and in July 2004 Sallie joined him, but commuted each week to ]

L e
Tatong publicans Richard and Hann are
soﬂ!ingimﬂmodmiwmwﬁdm
over the Hotel from Bill and Maureen
Quinton about three months ago.

Regular patrons of  children (a welcome
this popular for the
“watering hole” are locals), and it is

. extremely happy hoped to build a beer
with their new publi-  garden and barbecue
L

i ills as a 'S
occasional  sing-a- was built by Mr Ted
long performances. Brown for the

“My wife and I licensee, Mr W.
discovered Tatong Waorrall. This hotel
while on a drive”, was reportedly
said Richard. “As troyed by fire in
soon as [ walked into
the I liked the Ilicensee

FH
¥
588 EE¥

2
z

e
= £ "%
i s

i
£
.

Page 8




Tatong Tattler, March 2022

SEPTIC PUMP OUTS

Why is it important to pump my septic tank out reqularly?

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-
ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform
one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level.
The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If
this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution
field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly
exercise to repair.

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out

0447 521 981
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Molyulla 8

Prompt service
Competitive prices .

N@®RTH EA STzt =
TOURING SOLUTIONS

All Aspects of Caravan, Trailer & Horse Float
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades.

Diesel Heater Sales & Installations General Servicing & Maintenance
Water & Gas Repairs & Installation Electrical Repairs & Installation
Vehicle Accessories & Setups Battery & Solar Setups
Alko ESC Installer Insurance Repairs

104-106 Tarcombe St 0411 513 695

Euroa 3666 rowan@netouringsolutionscomau
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An Interesting Experiment

Some months ago Australia Post sent house-
holds free postcards. Free, that is, because no
stamp was required. The idea evidently was to
help people keep in touch during Covid.

The idea appealed to me as a good way to test
the efficiency (or otherwise) of our postal ser-
vice! So | collected all the neighbour’s postcards
and wrote to various friends around Australia.
On each postcard | put the date on which the
card was posted and informed the recipients to
let me know when they received them. All cards
were posted at the Benalla Post Office box and
none were posted on a Friday, Saturday or Sun-
day.

The results were interesting.

Benalla to Coffs Harbour NSW 9 days.

Benalla to Bermagui NSW 8 days.

Benalla to Elsternwick- Melbourne 4 days.
Benalla 6kms out 4 days.

Benalla Next Street! 6 days.

The result were not unexpected but still disap-
pointing.

Confirming my opinion that Australia Post is inef-
ficient was the amount of time was the time let-
ters were taking to get to the UK and Canada
where | have family.

A birthday card to an 80 year old cousin posted
Mid October for Mid November arrived on Janu-
ary 5". The UK Christmas cards sent at the end
of November arrived on the 13", 15" and 25" of
January respectively. The Canadian one arrived
January 19".

One could say from the overseas delivery times
that the fault lay elsewhere. To me it confirms
that the problems are this end and Australia
Post is in dire need of improvement.

Pip Rigby.

SHEPHERDS
CONTRACTING

Hay Baling, Net Wrap Rolls,
Silage, Mowing, Raking
Will Consider Shares

Hay and General

Carting
46 Ft Drop Deck

27 Ft Tray Truck

Pasture Sowing-Direct Drill-
ing or Over Sowing

Pasture Renovation

HAY FOR SALE

Prompt and Professional
Service

Call Darren 0438850918
GRETA SOUTH

Ehp
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w_
White
Gate @ Dates

The March celebration of the White Gate Dinner @
the Tatong Tavern on will occur on Wednesday
March 2nd. At that point | think we can give up waiting
for summer to arrive. The fire truck is probably bored,
which is surely a Good Thing. After such a whacky
season, what surprises will Autumn bring?

Is there any White Gate news? Karn? - well, there
was a horse event, thank you Caryn! Any news from
round the traps, send to your Tattler.

—_——————
White Gate Fire Brigade Roster:

Andrew Marriott 27 Feb Angus Mcmillan 27 Mar
Terry Trounson 6 Mar Hamish Mcmillan 3 Apr

Les Maclean 13 Mar Laurie Defazio 10 Apr

James Parton 20 Mar Alan Stafford 17 Apr

- Andwreav Stevenson, 0429 439 336

TANKS & PLUMBING PIONEER

WATER TANKS

x Quentin White & Co \\

6,800 - 500,000 Litres
Zincalume & Colorbond Steel Pioneer Water Tanks
Australian made BPA free Liner
20 year conditional warranty
Supply, delivery & installation included
Callfor a tank quotation, or email
quentinwhiteplumbing @gmail.com

0407 90 36 37
www.qwtanks.com.au

Gravel/Crushed Rock guse'

v’ Crushed Rock ./ Aggregates
v’ Sand & Gravel  Feature Rock

Carpenter / Joiner
35 Years Experience

To suit Driveways, Laneways, Pathways etc

Earthmoving equipment available for all jobs R on M Orri S
il v

”

Servicing all areas /’
’ 4

Direct to Illlllllc ’ 4 v Home Maintenance and Extennons
Pick up or Delivery /g‘f e Renovations :
4 4 o Plastering
du‘ect jff/ ( o Concreting No Job Too
B“y the qua ) o Carpentry | Blg
fro ve- J e Tiling
nd sa | LS QUARRY Small

i
(; ;\ The quality is in our product

L

Ph 9768 2366

Page 12

Cnr Mitchell & Stephens Rd, Tatong

Phone 5767 2327
Mobile 0417 588 784




Tatong Tattler, March 2022

This Coolern and Wetter - Summnen i
ilmol bebind v beaving 4 Lot of gpeen in
e paddocks in s wake.

Garlic - Allium sativum - Originally from Central Asia -
Garlic is in the same family as onion, chives and leek,
with a long history of being used all over the world for
culinary and medicinal
purposes. Varieties in-
clude - pungent (or not,
if you prefer) slightly
sweet, or especially
good for storing. To en-
sure a good garlic bulb
for growing, purchase
from reputable online
seed and plant sellers.
Imported Garlic is sprayed with chemicals to reduce the

risk of pathogens being introduced into Australia plus a
fumigation to stop it sprouting.

. % ‘ ~ .. Companion plants -
—aw ViI\e1 w4 Lettuce can be grown
e ' % 7~ * " and harvested be-
s : e L tween the rows, with-
. . out much damage be-
_» - ing done to the bulb
35 ., below. Avoid plant-
" ing garlic near leg-
.. umes (peas and
. _ beans). Garlic will
'{;& . grow happily in full

BEE. .17 sunto part shade.

Planting times for cooler areas: March- June

Position/ Spacing/ Requirements - Prepare soil by
adding organic matter and manure a few weeks prior to
planting. As garlic is grown from autumn to summer,
when the soil is quite damp, good drainage is essential
to prevent the bulbs from rotting.

Separate the bulb into individual cloves. Place each
bulb pointy end up, up to 3 cm deep in rows 10-15¢cm
apart. Water in with a seaweed tea and mulch well as
soon has shoots have appeared.

Keep moist for the first few weeks after planting - and
apply liquid worm or seaweed fertiliser once a month.

qa Ydﬂl/\z DAZE e best time to plant a tree is 20 Years ago - the next best time is now

Pests - Garlic suffers from very few pests or diseases.
It is occasionally attacked by aphids, a little ironic when
one sustainable way to deal with aphids is a home
made garlic spray!

Harvesting - is best carried out after the flower (hard
neck) or stems/leaves (soft neck) has started to brown
and die. Earlier harvest is possible, but the individual
cloves may not have formed. It will just be one bigger
one. Waiting allows that paper-like wrapping to form,
which creates the individual segments.

The soft neck varieties can be used when they are
green. They have a pungent flavour and are best
cooked.

Using a trowel - gently lift the bulbs from underneath
and at the same time gently pull on the stem. They
should come out easily. Be gentle though, if the stems
have died off they can be a bit brittle.

Once harvested try
to rub off as much
of the soil as pos-
sible without re-
moving the papery
outer coating. Put
the bulbs some-
where with ade-
quate air flow and
no moisture to dry |
them out - this can
take a couple of
weeks, Try a rack
with the bulbs evenly placed, hang them in a mesh bag
or try plaiting the stems.

The bulbs will store for a long time if stored correctly.

Try to source locally or from a certified grower that will
supply stock that meets Quarantine requirements.
http://www.diggers.com.au and

http://greenharvest.com.au both stock Garlic Bulbs.

It is thwme to start thinking about
getting some trees into the ground

Planting in March: broccoli, cauliflower,
Brussells sprouts, leeks, beetroot, peas, car-
rots, parsnips, Florence (bulb) fennel, parsley,
coriander, celery asian greens and rocket.

Give Roses a Light Prune now
», for a flush of flowers in around six
- weeks. Cut off dead flower
heads, cutting down the stem as
if you were picking a bunch of
flowers and you will be about
right.

Happy Gardening Kﬂtha =
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, \
’); L00SEN-UP LAWN'S

/1,
1}
-

£
b))

>NEWLAWNS >LAWNRENOVATIONS > LANDSCAPING

M SPECIALISING IN
>PAVINGISTONEWORK. > RRIGATION SYSTEMS

/ \ \( / AL30 AVAILABLE »//
\ ( SSMALL TRACTOR WORK. >ROTARYHOEING > SLASHINGMOWING /

>POSTHOLING >FRONTENDLOADER > SOLL MOVING/LEVELING

A

LYEARS ARN
HORTICLLLTURE
EXFERIENCE 51637 846 388
GARRY RUIGROK MOB:0419 893 266
Thinking of a

CONTRACTING 1ew
& CARPENTRY VICW our

0409 576 722 garden and

consider the
potential of
All farm fencing, Post & Rail, Post Driving. picture perfect
Qualified Carpenter - Decks, Pergolas, Settlng and
Renovations, Bathroom & Tiling. personallzed
planning,

Mick Gaudion

For all your home and farm maintenance.

W Ph 03 57 66 6275
www.birchwoodnearbenalla.com.au

Garden Wedding?

Call us now to & ‘ i~

Mm%
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2012 82.5 94.0 1849 | 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 921 355 34 28 30.1 773.6
2013 1.8 524 855 8.4 43.0 60.1 1121 1411 61.2 275 26.2 65.3 684.6
2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 204 58.5 64.2 775.8
2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9
2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 385 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 1721 914 50.1 101.3 | 1050.8
2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 525 6.5 921 1124 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3
2018 343 6.4 249 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8
2019 271.7 13.2 238 22.7 105 729 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3
2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 | 207.2 53 77 435 66.8 49.4 132 341 40.7 891.3
2021 76.6 47.8 39.6 8.2 66.5 99.3 154.9 515 92.6 66.5 111 40.5 855
2022 219.3 219.3

|

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP
The big news is the huge 219.3mm of rainfall for the
month of January. By comparison February has had only 4 ‘.__“ i
1.1mm up until the 15", Fortunately the ground is still b
holding moisture because our unwatered grass was in

,/ a2 = ; .
\ ‘1 ik ...\\E... .’//, ,
much better shape than my daughter’s lawn in Shepparton .

e Ak |
yesterday when | visited.
Mike Larkin 3
2

More scenes from the Cutting F N \/ E R N
Event at Karn Station , g

Wow, what a difference a month makes! At the time of writ-
ing, we have been in the pub for a month and clearly, all
you locals and some are keen to come back!! We have
been regularly booked out and regularly run out of food with
so many walk ins — (well, I'm still learning the ordering side
of things ©) so a HUGE thanks for your support and a BIG
shout out to our staff for stepping up in peak times. We
have a number of young staff and it’s great to see they en-
joy a challenge!
Bl \We have been doing a lot behind the scenes to improve the
place, the pergola has gone, but geez, doesn’t that make a
I difference to open up the outside area and give more inside
lighting. It's great to see kids running around outside and
enjoying the space on the weekends. | reckon it may be an
early autumn, so get down and enjoy the lovely garden be-
fore it turns chilly.
The painters will be starting this week on the outside of the
building, and will work their way through to the inside.
fo gl Don’t panic if you see the walls bare inside, all the pictures
, } and nic nacs will be restored and returned when the paint-
KARN ST l __; s ing is done! Believe me, there are a lot of pictures to hang.
- | The aircon/heating has been installed and will be commis-
~— )_\ = | sioned in the coming weeks, so there will be year round
- ¥ == | comfort for patrons inside, and yes the open fires are defi-
nitely staying.
Giuseppe Robinson has arrived in Tatong and is churning
out the pizza, so come down and try one of his creations.
Our Comedy Night is on Friday 4™ March, and we can still
) : % take a few bookings due to COVID density restrictions be-
“ﬁ#e ing lifted, so get it in quick. Dinner and show great value at
A '.{ $50. Ph.0357 672210
- © | Thanks again, cheers
Mellsse and Giuseppe Robinson
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Tattler Advertising Rates  inc num: A0047895K

Full Page Half Page Quarter (or 2x1/8th):
Single Issue: $32 $16 $8
Six Issues: $180 $85 $45
Eleven Issues: $320 $160 $80

PAYMENT

EFT: BSB 803078 A/C 135720 al/c name: Tatong Tattler
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler.
General or public interest articles of at least 150 words
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category must
be labelled “Promotional Feature”.

FORMAT (ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!)

For pre-formatted advertisements, the size of a “half page”
is 13.6cm x 19cm, and “quarter page” 13.6cm x 9.3cm.

To avoid distortion to your image, please fit your
advertisement to these sizes.

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher. Text
can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file formats
such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt. Photos (i.e. JPGs) can be
attached, to be laid out by editor.

If layout is important, submit your work as an image, or in
MS Publisher. If laid out in a Word document, contents will
be copied into Publisher. However, the Editor will have an
idea of your preferred layout.

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract.

If you require help, contact a Tattler committee-member.

DEADLINE

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month,
January-November.

SUBMISSIONS / CONTACT

Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au, leave in
the Tattler Mailbox beside the Tavern, or send by post to
the Secretary.

Secretary: Linda De Fazio, PO Box 588 Benalla 3671,

03 5766 6375 linda.defazio6@gmail.com

Arrange your copy of the

Tatong Tattler!

Have a printed copy delivered within Tatong district,

Or download it in Techni-colour from
anywhere in the world!

The Tattler is Delivered free to Tatong & surrounding
Districts. The PDF file (Colour) may be downloaded by
anyone, anywhere, from www.tatongtattler.org.au

To arrange Tattler delivery, or to be notified when the PDF
is available, contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au
DONATIONS

A donation of $1 per issue, or $10 per year, is appreciated
& helps cover costs. The Tattler is managed, produced
and distributed entirely by volunteers.

Donations can be given to committee members, left in the
locked Box by the Tavern, or sent by EFT (see above).

PROUD SUBSCRIBER OF

Tatong Tattler

fyan MP.

A

Deputy Leader of The Nationals

StephRyan.com.au

25 Bridge St, Benala (357621600

Tatong Heritage Group Inc.

Tatong
Heritage

The next meeting will be held

Monday March 22" at 4.00pm

Tatong Memorial Hall
Visitors and new members
are always welcome.

Contact us at 57672324 or
tatongheritage@yahoo.com.au
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