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Grandson Mani Officially in Remission and Back to
School

| completely
forgot to up-
date Amani’s
situation in
the March
edition of the
Tattler but
now there is
more promis-
ing news.
(For anyone
not aware my
9 year old
grandson
suffered os-
teosarcoma
of his right
leg with me-
tastases in
the lungs.
The disease
was detected
early in 2020 and he underwent treatment at the RCH
for the rest of last year.)
In mid-March this year he started school in Shepparton
attending for just 2 hours per day till he is able to cope
with full time. His mum Anita has purchased a house in
Shepparton which is where they had rented a house and
she mainly works. They moved to Melbourne during the
treatment period staying with his grandmother because
of the constant travel demands.
He now looks like his old self as his hair grows and he
has lost the ‘chemo look’. Some people will have an am-
biguous view about chemotherapy because it seems to
be a fine line between Kkilling the disease without killing
the patient. Nevertheless if a person is given probably
more years to live they will grasp at whatever treatment
is available.
He is using crutches to get around but needs a wheel-
chair for longish distances. He is still tender emotionally
and was not keen to sleep separately to mum or gran at
first. His last intervention, at this stage, will be an opera-
tion to straighten his affected leg due to the fact that it
had the cancerous bone removed and replacement
bone installed from his other leg.
Mike Larkin

Amani and his teacher

N

TATONG CFA FIRE SHED MURAL

A date and time has been set for the opening of the mu-
ral on the brigade’s shed wall and it will be held on Sun-
day April the 11" starting at 10am at the fire shed.
Everyone is invited and please bring a small plate of
eats for morning tea. Because the CFA has been in the
media spotlight in recent times there may be concerns
from management about Covid 19 protocols so make
sure you have a mask, do not attend if you have virus
symptoms or have been in the company of virus carri-
ers. So long as there are no local infections the main
thing is to have faith in common sense precautions such
as a sign in book, hand washing and social distancing.
This event will provide a social get-together for our com-
munity and district and it is a chance to see the work up
close as well as familiarising yourself with the goings on
in the fire shed.

In the last Tattler | said that taking photos of the mural
would be best at 10am but now due to the change of
seasons it is now better at around 9:30am to avoid
shadows (if sunny) cast from trees or the ripples in the
metal wall cladding.

| still haven't finished the painting completely (as at the
18" of March) but it is only minor touches that are
needed. The mural will eventually be added to the tour-
ism lists of other art works on walls and silos in the
North East. | did have many tourists stop to look at and
photograph the CFA mural plus the Tavern water tank
painting and Swanpool scene which already brings them
to Tatong.

For further information contact me at 0428273613, or
Brigade Captain Rod Lindsay, mobile 0419671740

Mike Larkin
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Bedrock Quarries

v Farm access roads

v Driveways
v Tracks

v Hardstand areas

All made, repaired or renovated
using Lurg Hills gravel

Call me: Tim Ward - 0427 587458

PEST ANIMAL MANAGEMENT

KANGAROO BY PERMIT

RABBITS, FOXES, PIGS, DEER CULLING

North East BUNNY BUSTERS|

e-mail nebunnybusters@bigpond.com

Ph. Ted 0421363967

AGRICULTURAL BLASTING

RABBIT AND WOMBAT BURROWS
COLLAPSED USING EXPLOSIVES

STUMPS AND ROCKS REMOVED

WORKSAFE LICENCED

S.P. & J.E. LEWIS
BUILDERS 5“
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NEW HOMES - EXTENSIONS - RENOVATIONS
Yaé. 0817 368 761

Shane & Janine Lewis

« QUALITY BUILDERS

* NEW HOMES,
EXTENSIONS &
RENOVATIONS

* BENALLA &
SURROUNDING
AREAS

* NO OBLIGATION
FREE QUOTES
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Covering Benalla and
surrounding districts

MYOB, Xero, Registered BAS

agent, payroll, debt collection,

accountant liaison and general
administration duties.

A professional and confidential
service 1s provided at all times.

For inquiries please phone

Lisa Grover (03) 5768 2662
or 0417 051 296
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Mancbunian Pear Trees bawe anted 1o
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What would a cream sponge
cake be without a generous
spread of Passionfruit icing
on top?

A favourite fruit for many.
The passionfruit vine is a
strong, vigorous, evergreen
climber, originating in South
America.

A good place to grow a passionfruit vine is one that is
out in the open, with full sun and no competitive tree
roots nearby.

Provide the vine with a strong trellis, fence or pergola to
climb. Passionfruit vines climb via small curly spring-
like tendrils that attach themselves to wire and have a
great grip.

\ = = There was a time when the pas-

.

- sionfruit vine was planted on top
— of alamb or sheep's liver, ox

b heart, or some other piece of of-
' fal, to provide iron. This was
placed at the bottom of the hole,
and covered over with some soil,
and then the new vine was
planted on top.

~ These days it is more usual
"N (unless the “on site” butcher has
been visiting) to use pelletised
chook manure, scattered about a metre around the root
system. Do this about twice a year.

Passionfruit vines are also hungry and thirsty and love a
well-drained soil. It's also a good idea to put some
mulch around the root system, to protect it from the hot
sun.

In its first year the little vine will make its way across the
trellis. Nip out the top bud and it will shoot out laterally.
This will provide lots of side shoots, and the vine will
start fruiting in about 18 months.

Given plenty of food, well-drained soil and lots of water,
a passionfruit vine will thrive. Be careful and don’t over
fertilise - twice a year
is best - too much fer-
4 tiliser and there will be
lots of vine but no fruit.

‘ As the vine grows give
it a light prune in late
winter/early spring. Of-
ten what happens with
a passionfruit vine is
there is green growth
on the outside, where
the tendrils have at-

GAYOAEN DDAZE ‘e best time to plank a treeis 20 Years ago - the next best time is now

tached themselves and there is woody material in the
centre. It is not necessary to prune hard every year -
usually about 30 centimetres would be enough.

Beware - The Grafted Passionfruit - often recom-
mended as being a better option. However | have found
that the only difference is that you can be planting a per-
ennial nuisance that is almost impossible to eradicate
when the rootstock starts to take over..

If you start to notice
growth of a different
type - grey green five
lobed leaves - at the
base of a grafted pas-
sionfruit - remove the
growth immediately -
don't let it get a hold.

| have written in the past of my battle with one of these
vines - it is a gardening form of The Alien and my battle
continues to this day as the roots have enmeshed them-
selves with the asparagus. | thought a few years back
that | had won after resorting to herbicide - but a couple
of years later . . . Oh No - It's Back!

Ormamendal (Masncbinriann) Pean

| think | have the most enthu-
siastic Manchurian Pear Tree.
| can see this tree out of the

< & bedroom window and it is of-

i ten the first sight | have of the
new day. | think the tree has
a calendar that is fast (like a
clock that has been put for-
ward to ensure the train is not
missed) because the first red
leaves appear way before any
hint of Autumn is in the air.

o5

The first couple of red leaves are rapidly followed
by the others further down the branch, and very
quickly the entire tree is a brilliant blazing red - un-
fortunately this wonderful display of colour is short
lived and is followed by an equally enthusiastic leaf
drop - and - there is a bare tree - waiting for spring.

Advice given to delay this attachment to an early
colouring and leaf drop is more water and fertiliser
- well | tried and it didn’t work.

This year | have taken more notice of other trees
in the neighbourhood, and have discovered that
they range from - totally red to still totally green.
So | have come to the conclu-
sion that it is a gene thing and
| should just enjoy the early
colour, because not much is
going to curb this enthusiasm
for a brilliant display of autumn
colour

Happy Gardening

Kath yz
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* Post and Wire « Post Driving * Post Hole Digging
» With over 25 years experience * Farm Fencing
* Post and Rail « Stock Yards * Horse Shelters « Frontend Loader
. Slashing * Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.

. S1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au
0428715155 AH 03 57666338
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SEPTIC PUMP OUTS

Why is it important to pump my septic tank out reqularly?

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-
ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform
one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level.
The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If
this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution
field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly
exercise to repair.

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years
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Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out

0447 521 981
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Gawn o Towmn

When we farmed grain, in the ‘80s and ‘90s, | loved
driving the truck. Curiously, one doesn’t actually need
testicles to drive a truck. It was rewarding to climb up on
the grain bin and level out a good load, to un-roll the tarp
over a job well done. Great produce, great view. So much
food! If it was rice; so very many rice puddings.

The Leyland grain-bin had a very short lever for opening
the back door, and there was no way | could open it. But
once a loop was welded on, by application of a small
crowbar it was a doddle. On one occasion, having pulled
up over the rice pit, | went to the back to find a red-faced
man hauling helplessly at the lever. “Here, let me,” | said.

In the 80s, women as farmers was often a challenging
concept. There are endless stories of reps seeking “the
farmer”, and on finding a man and a woman, only
addressing the man - even after being told the woman
was the owner & the person in charge.

Some woolsheds still refused to have females on the
floor (using the shearer’s language as an excuse. *%#!!)

There were various reactions from traditional “farmer’s
wives” towards women who did what they considered
men'’s work. One friend simply re-classified me as male;
if | entered her house, | was to sit down and be fed, just
like the men.

But an elderly matriarch of an old farming family gave me
a frosty reception when | rang to see where to go to help
fight a fire. She made it clear a female was neither
needed nor welcome.

My mother said that when she was growing up on a dairy
farm out of Talbot, on a neighbouring farm the woman of
the house did all the milking, and the man kept the
house. Nobody questioned it, she said. | wish | knew
more - did the adults question it? Was the man
incapacitated, or was this genuinely a case of a capable
woman enjoying running the farm, and the man capably
enjoying cleaning, cooking, and childminding? And each
being respected within their community?

In the 80s | was interested in joining the local SES, until |
read the monthly meeting reports, which celebrated a
nauseatingly blokey group. Yet in the truck queue at the
silos, where | would sometimes look to sit in the cabin,
reading, or writing letters, | was often fetched out to join
the groups of men, as they caught up on the local news,
or denounced the political situation. (Not gossip, nooo.)

Being pigeon-holed by gender can cut both ways. In the
truck-queue at the silos, | once saw a stocky man,
decades older than I, climbing hesitantly up to the top of
the grain bin, then crawling very slowly out to roll up the
tarp. He appeared to be distressed by being that far off
the ground. But being a bloke, what could he say? Maybe
he would have rathered be a hairdresser, or a cashier, or
a taxi driver, or sell hats.

Women, to an older generation of males, are expected to
be fragile and terrified. Some males could get quite
miffed if a woman didn’t need his manly help. How sad, if
one’s only verification of self-worth is to have a set of
people to feel superior to.

Here’s to a society where people are valued for their
ability, regardless of gender. And where women have
more choice in life than “Home Duties”.

- Andi Stevenson

Never let the truth get in the way of a good story.

I reckon that it would be safe to assume that most
people have heard of this saying. | hear it said often
about politicians, journalists and Irish storytellers.
These days though, it would apply to all sorts of things
one hears, mostly from the conspiracy theorists and
some, so called, world leaders. Most people, including
Mr. Google, attribute the saying to Mark Twain. But —
did he ever actually say it?

There is no proof that Mark Twain is responsible for
the saying. In fact, it could well be a corruption of the
Irish line, “that’s my story and if there’s a lie there, so
be it, for it wasn’t me that composed it’. In the tradition
of Irish oral storytelling, the storyteller would often say
this at the end of their story. The mere fact that it has
been attributed to Mark Twain so often, it has become
the ‘truth’. That is the ideal segue to my next quotes:-

“A lie told often enough becomes the truth.”
Vladimir Lenin

“Repeat a lie often enough and it becomes the
truth”, is a law of propaganda often attributed to
the Nazi, Joseph Goebbels.

Haven’t we seen that so often in the last few years!
People don’'t seem to question what they hear, believ-
ing some of the most outlandish statements. This is
evidently nothing new. It's obviously been going on for
millennia.

“People readily believe what they want to be-
lieve”. Julius Caesar.

Yes, it would seem that poor old Julius had prob-
lems back then. These days ‘social’ media makes it so
much easier to spread misinformation. It would be
possible to find something in the ether to support
whatever you imagine — correct or incorrect.

“Some people only listen to, and believe what
they want to hear, the truth, to them, is irrelevant”.
Girish Doddamani.

Food for thought? — I hope so.

John Knapper

Table Tennis News
With May only a month away, the start of
the Table Tennis season is just around the
corner. With that in mind the Swanpool
and District Table Tennis Assoc is holding
a series of practice/coaching nights during
April on  Wednesday nights commencing
on 7" of April at 7.30 pm at both the Ta-
tong Hall and the Swanpool Football Pavil-
ion. Everyone is welcome, come along
and join in; a gold coin donation to cover
hall cost would be welcome.
Shaun Murphy President
Rob Erskine Secretary 0457672248
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QUALIFIED TURT MANAGEK

4 W\ ()
Y LOOSEN-UP LAWNS [N -
ﬂ § SPECIALISING IN ‘ \
/ “\ >NEWLAWNS >LAWNRENOVATIONS > LANDSCAPING /0 \
>PAVINGISTONEWORK. > RRIGATION SYSTEMS

/ \ \(/ AL30 AVAILABLE »(/ /
W S Rac woRE ROTRYROENG »ATRCAOVIG /

>POSTHOLING >FRONTENDLOADER > SOLL MOVING/LEVELING

25YEAR_5 ABN
HORTICULTURE
EXFERENCE 5169 846 388
GARRY RUIGROK MOB: 0419 895 266
- tl\ft?ll)jl,e V‘:,eldiréi , Thinking of a
etal fabrication, Sheds o
H ’ l"
stock yard maintenance Gar den_Weddmg .

xir

and construction (A ‘ PR L
2.6 T Excavator for hire Call.us NOW 10 bRl gias & ‘_;’3 E
Post hole and viewour fﬁ'ff‘ ?‘.}jx“‘fﬁ,}»u;u
trenching services gardenand ;\fﬁ JERAT g
consider the x TN i
potential of ¥ s
picture perfect
setting and
personalized #
planning. &
Chris Gaudion
0456 221 533 Ph 03 57 66 6275
diamondgcontracting@outlook.com www.birchwoodnearbenalla.com.au
Fully qualified and insured contractor

Page 7



SHEPHERDS
CONTRACTING

Hay Baling- Net Wrap Rolls,
Silage, Mowing, Raking
Will Consider Shares

Hay and General

Carting
46 Ft Drop Deck
27 Ft Tray Truck

Pasture Sowing-Direct
Drilling or Over Sowing

Pasture Renovation

HAY FOR SALE

Prompt and Professional
Service
Call Darren
0438850918 GRETA
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White Gate Dinner @ The Tatong Tavern for the
autumnal month of April is due on Wednesday 7th.
We ought have recovered from the April Fools japes
by then. Book yourselves in, arrive somewhere
between 6:30 & 7, and relax.

Unless anyone wishes to organise a rain dance?
Maybe we won't need one by then...

—_—

White Gate Fire Brigade Roster:

Angus McMillan 28 Mar Bill Sykes 25 Apr
Hamish McMillan 4 Apor  Matthew Defazio 2 May
Laurie Defazio 11 Apr ~ Ross Runnalls 9 May

Alan Stafford 18 Apr David Elford 16 May

- Andreav Stevenson, 0429 439 336

-
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Prompt service
Competitive prices .

N@®RTH EA STzt =
TOURING SOLUTIONS

All Aspects of Caravan, Trailer & Horse Float
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades.

Diesel Heater Sales & Installations General Servicing & Maintenance
Water & Gas Repairs & Installation Electrical Repairs & Installation
Vehicle Accessories & Setups Battery & Solar Setups
Alko ESC Installer Insurance Repairs

104-106 Tarcombe St 0411 513 695

Euroa 3666 rowan@netouringsolutionscomau
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EFETTE MATTER RIOTING IN THE ECTOPLASMIC
SYSTEMS

The above heading could have been one of the progno-
ses used by pre-modern science medics in order to
sound authoritative when, actually, their diagnosis was
probably a mixture of experience and guesswork as well
as a means to impress the patient. It probably helped a
healer who wanted to acquire the trust and faith of the
sick to utter mysterious and lofty prognostications plus
the expostulation of prophetic pronouncements possibly
including portents of future doom if their orders were not
followed. All of this bluster boosted the aura of effulgent
authority which hopefully bestowed upon ‘healers’ the
infallible power to heal. We now call this technique the
placebo effect or faith/fake healing (which is a very real
thing!)

My own emotional miasma’s equilibrium has lately been
all at sea and in a state of discomposure, infelicity and
tribulation! Is it any wonder that following months of in-
tense mural painting and the fallout from the year of
pandemic anxiety and uncertainty that the Ague has
descended upon me. In addition there are reminders of
George Orwell’'s book, 1984, in the strange global be-
haviours of our leaders, the suffering of travel and other
small businesses and increasing clashes between police
and street protesters. Oddly, in some instances what
was once bad is how good and vice-versa.

The first two paragraph’s medical satire is just a small
example of the gob smacking gullibility of humanity and
our readiness to accept and normalize untruth. Other
examples of this within my lifetime have been the
pseudo-scientific claims about the harmlessness of ciga-
rettes, the health benefits of ‘non-cow’s but-

ter’ (margarine) and the warnings about eating eggs etc.
While science is meant to be the world’s current, ulti-
mate authority for all things it has a lousy track record in
some areas. (Meaning of scientific: conforming to princi-
ples of exactness and accuracy).

By comparison to science, nature, including the innate
wisdom of our bodies and the way in which flora and
fauna grow and prosper, especially when NOT inter-
fered with by humans, is a lesson in the perfection of the
eternal laws under which all things live. Just when we
think that we’ve got a disease under control an unin-
tended or unknowable consequence may arise. There
are many aspects within science and medicine which
are beneficial and worthy but such worthiness must op-
erate within the constraints of human ability.

The current global over-reaction to the ‘pandemic’ is
worrying because the virus, like so many potentially
deadly illnesses, falls within the category of preventable
death. If effective education and management are prom-
ulgated, with or without a vaccine, then the population,
while not 100% safe, can minimise contagion and
deaths. It is difficult not to suspect a greater agenda is at
play with such massive social control, disruption and
economic cost occurring when all that was needed is the
type of management we now see for minimising the
spread of the virus. Easier to see such solutions in retro-
spect, | know, but the suspicion remains, and yes, at this
point the word ‘conspiracy’ may spring to some minds!

The initial generation of excessive fear about the virus
among the populace was scandalous, terrifying and ulti-
mately unnecessary. If this happens to be a test run for
what is to come then what is at stake is the potential

loss of precious societal accomplishments such as inter-
personal trust, equality, respect for truth and personal in-
dependence. This hard won lifestyle, the envy of many
around the world, has been developed over centuries of
struggle and suffering and so | feel sorry for succeeding
generations for what they are possibly facing and | don’t
say that for the usual reason that things were always bet-
ter in our day.

Unfortunately there is not much a person can do about the
‘inevitability of change’ except to avoid trouble as best you
can. At a personal level | rely upon truth/God which for me
is the bottom line for enabling human happiness and con-
tentment. Even when our outer circumstances are not
ideal this reliance provides inner resources to draw upon.
Ps. | do love to have fun with the old, mostly unused and
almost disgusting sounding words written near the start of
this article.

Mike Larkin

Ideas in the Tattler are presented by the author but are not
necessarily endorsed by the Tattler. Ed.

RASPBERRIES FOR SALE
Fresh or frozen - hand picked and as or-
ganic as | can make them without certi-
fication. $12.50 per kilogram.

Rosslyn Lourensz - 5767 2279. (I'm

usually inside after dark!)

7Cuballa l{ennelsj

& Cattery

* Spacious Heated &
Cooled Indoor Kennels
with Individual Outdoor

Grass Runs

* Climate Controlled Cattery
* Walk-in Modules

Phone 03 5766 4363
679 Winton-Lurg Rd, Lurg

www.cuballakennels.com.au

\
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TANKS & PLUMBING PIONEER

6,800 - 500,000 Litres
Zincalume & Colorbond Steel Pioneer Water Tanks
Australian made BPA free Liner
20 year condtional warranty
Supply, delivery & installation inclued
Callfor a tank quotation, or email
quentinwhiteplumbing @gmail.com

040790 36 37
www.qwtanks.com.au

Gravel/Crushed Rock st

Molyullah fish’n’chip nights

v’ Crushed Rock ./ Aggregates
v’ Sand & Gravel  Feature Rock

To suit Driveways, Laneways, Pathways etc
Earthmoving equipment available for all jobs

Pick up or Delivery
c 8
BuY d:':e quay )
(0
farmd save! LS QUARRY

The quality is in our product

Ph 9768 2366

Since the relaxing of the Covid-19 restrictions, the Mo-
Iyullah fish’n’chip nights seem to be growing in popular-
ity each month.

Most pleasing is seeing people coming from as far
away as Wangaratta. Word certainly has spread.

The sports ground is the ideal location for an event
like this. Except for the fish’n’chips, it’s all BYO — picnic
chairs, drinks, kids, dogs, picnic blankets etc. The kids
can run around and play and the adults can catch up on
all the goss.

In winter, or if the weather is a little inclement, there
are tables and chairs set up inside the hall; so bad
weather is no reason to miss out.

So far Russell has managed to keep the cost to $6.
There is a raffle each month with tickets costing $5 for 3
tickets. The prize in March was a side of lamb. The
lucky winner was Michelle Ramage — | don’t think I've
ever seen such a happy winner.

Why not come along?

Second Friday of each month.

Frying from 5.30 — 7.00pm.

John Knapper
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Benalla Standard (Vic. : 1901 1931), Tuesday 16 April
1912, page 3

THE TATONG RAILWAY PROPOSED DEVIATION.
VISIT OF MR. KERNOT.

Mr. Kernot, chief of the construction branch of the Railway
department, accompanied by Mr. Carlisle, M.L.A., yester-
day paid a visit to Swanpool, as a result of a deputation
which waited upon the Minister of Railways last month to
ask for a deviation of the line as surveyed by the alternate
route, which brought the line close to Swan pool, instead
of about two miles away, as proposed. They journeyed
from Benalla by motor, and were accompanied by tho
Hon. Willis Little, M.L.C, Crs. Smith and Mathieson, and
Mr. H. Clarke. The residents had provided an excellent
luncheon at Dobson's, and after justice had been done to
this the party, accompanied by a large number of the resi-
dents of the district, drove to the site of the proposed sta-
tion, where evidence was taken. Mr. Carlisle explained
that it had been the intention of the Minister to be present,
bat he preferred not to interfere directly in the matter, as
he had to act in a judicial capacity where questions of
route were concerned, and he determined to leave the
matter in the hands of Mr. Kernot, the chief officer of the
department. The Hon. W. Little said although he had origi-
nally favored a different route, now that it had been de-
cided to take the eastern side of the Broken River he
thought they should look to the future and consider what
would be the best for all time in selecting the site for the
railway station. He thought it should be placed where it
would command the greatest amount of traffic from the
fertile land round about. He know the fertility of the Lima
flats. If they were allowed to use the water there one acre
would produce more than 20 acres in other so-called irri-
gation districts, where the Government were buying land
at very high prices. He did not believe altogether in taking
the line direct to the township in face of natural obstacles,
but he thought if it were carried along the road about a
mile or a mile and a half it would be a great benefit to the
district and facilitate the use of the railway by the produc-
ers, and would greatly increase the revenue to be derived
from it. He did not think there were any insurmountable
engineering difficulties in the way, although he did not
pose as an engineering expert, but the present site was
too much out of the way and inconvenient to do justice to
the wants of the inhabitants. Mr. Clarke, on behalf of the
Benalla Railway League, stated that he was in favor of the
extension as suggested, as it was desirable to bring all the
traffic possible to the railway station, so as to make the
line a paying concern from the start, and avoid any defi-
ciency. Cr. Harrison, on behalf of the Swanpool Butter
Factory, stated that the company last year carted 5000
boxes of butter to Benalla, at a coat of £115 10/. If the sta-
tion were put on the proposed site it would cost them half
of this to cart it to the station, but if the alternative route
were adopted they could save this half cost of cartage. In
all probability if a site closer to the factory were adopted
the council would favorably consider the question of laying
down a light track from the factory to the station. Mr. Geo.
Redding said if the extension to Swanpool were granted
the Samaria siding could be dispensed with, and the
Samaria people would be quite willing to agree to this; but
if it were not granted, they would not wish to be deprived
of the present proposed station at Samaria. Mr. W. C. Wil-

liams, speaking of the timber reserves of the Strathbogie
district, which Mr. Howes had now connected by a tram line
with his mill, the whole of that traffic would come to Swan-
pool if the station were more accessible. It was a virgin for-
est, and estimated by experts to contain 480 million feet of
timber, which would afford cutting for 50 years. Mr. Geo.
Howes stated that he had gone to great expense in laying
down tramways through the bush, bringing the Strathbogie
timber to his mill in the hope and belief that the station
would be placed as near Swan pool in such a position that
he could conveniently and profitably make use of it. If the
station were at Swanpool it would be one day's carting from
his mill, but if it were in the present proposed site it would
break in on the second day, and with the difficulty of obtain-
ing labor and the high wages prevailing at the present time,
it would eat so much into the profits that he would almost as
soon cart straight into Benalla when he had the timber on
the waggons, and save the cost of trucking at Swanpool
and untrucking at Benalla. Mr. George M'Kean dwelt upon
the hardships of the pioneer settlers of the district, and the
hope of alleviation which they had entertained when the
survey was ordered, but the present situation was so out of
the way that it mode it useless to them. In the average year,
although his district produced excellent potatoes, the cost
of transport killed the profits, and now when the railway was
coming in their direction the site of the station was so incon-
venient that the deviation was absolutely necessary in order
to afford them the relief to which they were entitled. Messts.
Albert and Wm. Heaney endorsed the remarks of the previ-
ous speakers. Mr. Kernot, in reply, stated that he had been
authorised by the Minister to meet them that day, as Mr.
Billson could not well interfere in it personally. This matter
had been referred by Parliament to the Standing Commit-
tee, and that body had made a recommendation for the
eastern side of the river, and ordered the survey to go as
close to Swanpool as possible. He might say there were no
engineering difficulties in the way, but there was a much
greater difficulty, ad that was the financial one, because his
department had been ordered to find a route from Benalla
to Tatong, getting oh close to Swanpool as possible, at a
cost of about £50,000 roughly. There would be no engi-
neering difficulties in getting the line right into Swanpool
except what they called a hairpin curve in the turn from
Swanpool to Tatong, but the cost would be increased
thereby by over £8000. His department had no authority to
expend this amount without the special sanction of Parlia-
ment, and to get this done would mean reopening tho
whole question and resubmitting it to Parliament and to the
Standing Committee. Personally he had no power in the
matter. Parliament was very jealous of its privileges, and
would not permit any departmental officer lo override them.
If it were resubmitted to Parliament, they must bear in mind
there was a great rush at the present time for lines to all
parts of the country, and the Treasury had to find the
money, and there might be a great deal of wisdom in the
old maxim that "half a loaf was better than no bread," The
railway engineers had not a free hand as regards expendi-
ture in laying out of routes, and hence they had to do the
best they could with the means at their disposal. He would
report to the Minister, and would intimate to him the sub-
stance of the views which had been expressed. It was then
agreed that the matter should be left in the hands of Mr.
Kernot and Mr. Carlisle, M.L.A. The party returned to
Benalla, and Mr. Kernot returned to Melbourne by the eve-
ning train.
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BENALLAFURNITURE
REMOVALS

- Storage available short and long term
- Servicing all Victoria and interstate
- Professional and friendly staff
- No move too big or too smalli
- Quality boxes and moving materials for sale
- Reliable on time and insured

Let us take the stress out of moving!
() 0419 142 666 BFR@outlook.com.au

Merchandise | Fertiliser | | Finance | Insurance

Fencing Water Products
Stock Yards Fertiliser

Stock Feed Weed and Pest Control
Animal Health Work Boots and more...

Landmark Benalla | 206 Bridge Street, Benalla | 035762 2188
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What’s Happening at Molly Rose?

Lots, but due to a death in our extended family and the
work we’ve been doing to get Benalla Wizards incorpo-
rated and up and running, I've barely had time to think let
alone write. This piece is more about Benalla Wizards and
the crazy ride we’ve been on to set it all up — this was pre-
written a couple of weeks ago which is why | have the time
to do it. However, very short Molly Rose update first.

Nibbler and co are in one of the permanent pens with
Wonky and One Eye and everyone is doing fine. It's au-
tumn and feathers are everywhere as the poultry moult
and egg production declines. Hoping the spring chicks
start laying soon. | have eleven Sebastapol X Aussie Set-
tler goslings for sale — they make great flock guards when
it comes to keeping the ravens away from the eggs.

As for Benalla Wizards, it's been pretty much all consum-
ing from mid-January. Fun, but exhausting...

On the 28" February we became an incorporated associa-
tion and changed our name to Room at the Table Inc. You
might be asking who the heck are Benalla Wizards / Room
at the Table?

We’re a group of people who love to get together, have
fun and connect through a range of non-sport geek sub-
culture activities.

So, what do we mean when we say “a range of non-sport
geek subculture activities”?

It means we play modern board games (eg Settlers of Ca-
tan, Wingspan, Betrayal at House on the Hill, Azul, Car-
cassonne etc). We run various role playing game cam-
paigns (Dungeons & Dragons etc.), as well as casual trad-
ing card games (eg. Magic the Gathering, Yu-gi-oh! etc.).
We also have a group that loves to create and wear cos-
tumes. Future plans include anime (Japanese animation),
tabletop wargames (Warhammer etc.), miniature painting,
creating podcasts, live streaming our gaming sessions,
and more.

Beginning almost five years ago (first as Tabletop Games
at NEA, then Benalla Wizards) as a way for our autistic
kids to make connections and build relationships. Room at
the Table has grown from a couple of families meeting
once a month to play board games, into a thriving commu-
nity. We have room at the table for everyone, with a par-
ticular focus on people who experience social stigma,
whether due to age, disabilities, health issues, gender,
race, sexuality, or culture.

It's pretty much taken us a year to do this! As a group of
people we don’t and can’t move fast. In fact, for us it's a
major achievement that we’ve actually got this far, be-
cause everyone involved in making Room at the Table
happen have a range of issues that make doing anything
quickly difficult, among the members of the committee of
management we have people with chronic health condi-
tions, Autism, anxiety, ADHD etc.

Anyway, after having to stop meeting face to face in 2020
due to COVID, we are about to start meeting again, with

our new home in the State Gliding Centre at Benalla Air-
port. We will be opening with a few activities at the end of
March, and are planning to have a grand opening in May.

Of course, keeping in line with being covid safe, numbers
for each activity will be capped.

We've been confirming days & times for the various D&D
campaigns that were running before covid hit, and working
out where we can slot in new ones.

We're figuring out sewing workshops as well as our casual
costuming and sewing nights. Some of us still need to finish
off capes and cloaks from 2019!

And we're scheduling board game sessions!!!

We're also making lists (and checking them more than
twice!), doing all the admin stuff (so, so, so much admin
stuffl), getting tables & chairs, buying shack supplies, doing
our covid safe plan, setting up a booking system...

It's amazing how long this kind of stuff takes! Still, we're
getting there! We will be keeping our Benalla Wizards
Facebook pages running while we transition across to our
new name, Room at the Table (and yes we know it spells
RATT — which we love. Once we get the logo and stuff de-
signed you’ll be seeing plenty of RATT merchandise). If you
want to keep up to date with what is happening at Room at
the Table, follow our Benalla Wizards pages on Facebook.

Write you again next month!

Carla

Carpenter / Joiner
35 Years Experience

r Home Maintenance and Extensions
o Renovations =
e Plastering

e Concreting /No Jo.b Too
e Carpentry | B|g
e Tiling or

Small

Cnr Mitchell & Stephens Rd, Tatong

Phone 5767 2327
Mobile 0417 588 784
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2011 107 177.3 65.0 36.1 62.9 47.1 84.5 81.0 67.3 32.0 88.3 46.3 894.7
2012 82.5 94.0 1849 | 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 921 355 34 28 30.1 773.6
2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6
2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8
2015 447 291 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 555 81.7 613.9
2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 385 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 1721 914 50.1 101.3 | 1050.8
2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 525 6.5 921 1124 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3
2018 343 6.4 249 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8
2019 271.7 13.2 238 22.7 105 729 83.7 494 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3
2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 | 207.2 53 77 435 66.8 49.4 132 341 40.7 891.3
2021 76.6 47.8 124.4

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP
For the whole month of February we had 47.8mm of rain and up until the 15™ of March 10.8mm. There was virtually a
three week gap in late Feb early March with no rain. It has remained a relatively fire free summer season, the biggest

fire being above Old Tolmie Rd and into hilly State forest.
Mike Larkin

Tatong Newspaper cuttings
Heritage of district news held
Group by the Tatong Heri-
0y tage Group, donated

by Chick Walker

1916

ROLL OF HONOR

PRIVATR ), DRALE,

(Wounded),

Mr, Boale, formerly of the Mount
Ploanant hotel,  Hawar aroad, bub now
poaldivg a6 Tolmio, thin wonk revolved
word from tha 1) fuvoe doprartment that
e aony Peivate J0 Peates had - oo
woumlm" fn the fghting st Gallipoli on
August 90, The mh\q‘\‘mn wlaton, Noli
poported scriously.” Thin in the weoond
oooasion  that  Private  Healo haw hoon
wounded, e touk part in the Tanding
on April 20, wan wounded on May ¥, and
ho rematnod in hoapital until Auguat 17,
whon he returned to the front, e wan
a mombar of the fient Toroes whioh lelt
Austealing and wan attaohod to the 1fth
Battalion of the Nooond Brigade,

R e

—_— —

Lima East v. Tatoxa.

Oon Saturday last the Taitong tennis
players journeyed to Lima East, and met
the home team. An enjoyable game,
after a good contest, resulted, and a plea-
sant afternoon was spent. The visltors
were treated to afternoon tea, Scores:—

Ladies’ Doubles.

Mrs. M, Evans and Mies A. Gandini (L. E)
beat Miss H. Wallace and Miss A. Mona-
ghan, 6—5; and lost to Miss V. Worrall
and Miss N. Sullivan, 3—86.

Misses M, Burns and R. Gandini (L.E)
lost to Misses N. Worrall and N. Sallivan,
3—06; and beat Misses H. Wallace and A.
Monaghan, 6—3. :

Mixed Doubles.

Miss R. Gandini and P. Evans (L.E.) beat
Miss Worrall and R. Thompscn, 6—5.

Miss M. Burns and Mr. J. Gandini (L.E.)
lost to Miss N. Sullivau and P, Thompson,
5—6.

Mrs. M. Evans and Cyril Evans (L E.)
beat Miss H. Wallace and B, Cross, 6 —4.

Miss A, Gandini and A. G. Evans (L.E.)
lost to Miss A. Monaghan and ¥. Way ace,

4—6.
Gents’ Doubles.

A. (G, Evans and C. Evans (L.E.) lost to
P. Thompson and F, Wallace, 4—6, and
beat R. Thompson and B. Cross, 6—3.

J. Gandini and P. Evans (L.E ) beat B.
Cross and R. Thompson, 6—0, and lost to
F, Wallace and P. Thompson, 2—6.

Total —Lima East, 6 sets, 57 games ; Ta-
tong, 6 sets, 56 games.
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Tattler Advertising Rates  inc num: A0047895K

PROUD SUBSCRIBER OF

Full Page:

Single Issue: $32.00 Tatong Tattler
Six Issues: $180.00

Eleven Issues: $320.00

Half Page:

Single Issue: $16.00

Six Issues: $85.00

Eleven Issues: $160.00

Quarter Page or 2 x 1/8th Page:

Single Issue: $8.00

Six Issues: $45.00 4
Eleven Issues:  $80.00 {i

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words ‘B \ v
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page ,‘1“ N
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category must

be labelled “Promotional Feature”.

Enquires :Darcy Hogan, 0409167908 or email
darcyhogan@bigpond.com

EFT: BSB 803078 A/C 135720 a/c name: Tatong Tattler
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS
For those who submit pre-formatted advertisements, the
size of a half page area is 13.6 x 19 cm and a 1/4 page
area is 13.6 x 9.3 cm. To avoid distortion to your image,
please fit your advertisement to these sizes.

Member for

Deputy Leader of The Nationals
StephRyan.com.au

rliamentary E

Format for Tattler Submissions

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft
Publisher.

Text can be submitted in the body of an email;
or in file formats such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt.
Photos (as jpgs) can be attached, to be laid out
by editor.

If your layout is important, submitting your work
in MS Publisher is ideal. (The Editor may need
to adjust your layout.) If laid out in a Word
document, the text & photos will need to be
copied into Publisher; however the Editor will
have an idea of your preferred layout.

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to
extract.

If you require help, contact one of the Tattler
committee.

DEADLINE
The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the
month.
Submit via e-mail to
tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au
or post to: Darcy Hogan,
PO Box 2038 Benalla West 3672.

Obtain your Copy of the

Tatong Tattler]

Have a Printed copy delivered, Posted,
or Download it in Techni Colour

The Tattler is Delivered free to
Tatong & Surrounding Districts.
The PDF file (in Colour) may be Downloaded
by Anyone, Anywhere, from our Website.
Postal Delivery for one year is $25 (Australia only).
To arrange Tattler delivery, order a Postal Tattler,
and/or to be notified when the PDF is available,
contact us via tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au
or: The Secretary, Tatong Tattler,
150 Mt Joy Rd, Tatong, Vic, 3673.

A donation of 1 per issue, or $10 per year;
/s appreciated & helps cover costs. The Tattler is
produced and distributed entirely by Volunteers.

Donations can be:
A Given to Committee Members
A Left in the Locked Box by the Tavern
A or EFTd to GMCU, BSB 803 078, A/C
135720, Tatong Tattler.
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