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What’s Happening at Molly Rose?  
 We had a very quiet Christmas and New Year, which is actually 

just the way we like it and have been really appreciating the cooler 

summer temperatures and lack of bushfires. This time last year we 

were struggling to run the swampy (evaporative air con) and had to go 

outside wearing p2 masks as the smoke from all the fires was setting 

off our asthma. 

 Still hatching babies (hopefully) there are some muscovies in the 

incubator, hoping some of them will hatch. Wonky is definitely NQR. 

He was quite sick in December having something go wrong with his 

eyes and then the skin on his beak and legs went all dry and crispy. 

We took him to the vet, and thankfully, it was not the avian flu, but it 

was a mystery. I’ve looked up everything I could find out about ill-

nesses that affect geese and nothing matched. 
 He was on antibiotics to stop any secondary infections and eye 

drops, but not improving and even going off his feed. With the vet 

meds about to finish I went back to my Pat Coleby books. Apparently 

eyes need vitamin A and her suggestion was a couple of drops of cod 

liver oil in the eyes and the rest down his throat. Interestingly it was 

after we started using the cod liver oil and doing him a special feed mix (goose crumble, pollard, mixed grains, 

turmeric, paprika, oregano, pepper and ascorbic acid) that he started to improve. His eyes, which have never 

been quite like the other geese are much improved – he can actually see out of them – and the weird dry skin 

on his beak and legs has mostly peeled away leaving new skin underneath! 
 Still got plenty of geese looking for new homes and a few young (and older roosters)! We now have an 

egg stamp and professional labels on our egg cartons and you can find them in Fruits N Fare, or you can buy 

direct from me. Rainbow eggs laid by rare and heritage breed hens. Love my eggs and the poultry that lay 

them.  
 And while technically not Molly Rose, I’m still writing (much 

to my amazement I managed to clock up 120,000+ words in 2020, 

and that was without trying). This year I’m setting some goals and 

focusing on only a few things. Finished novels and beta readers. And, 

the boardgames, dungeons & dragons and costuming group we run 

will hopefully be starting up again soon in new premises (still finalis-

ing a few details). If you ever want a boardgames night at the hall, 

you know who to call. It was fun to discover our new neighbours also 

like playing boardgames and dungeons and dragons. 
 Anyway, that’s enough of that. It’s late. I’m tired. Write you 

again next month!  

 

Carla 
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GRANDSON MANI 
Firstly an apology for a mistake with the address of Mani’s 
grandmother in Mt Waverly. I somehow left out the street 
number. Instead of 2 Wilga St, as I wrote in the December 
Tattler, it should be Amani Kadima, c/o 2/63 Wilga St Mt 
Waverly. For anyone unfamiliar with the situation Amani 
spent most of the virus crisis period in and out of RCH 
with osteo sarcoma of his right leg. I have written about 
him in previous Tattlers and left his gran’s address for 
anyone wanting to send a letter or such for support. The 
family is very grateful for the one parcel that finally 
reached him from Tatong and I just hope that nobody 
else’s message of support went astray due to my mis-
taken address. 
His mum Anita will be setting up a Go Fund Me account to 
raise funds for his post hospital treatments entailing psy-
chology, physio and some alternatives such as Chinese 
medicine, Sand Play etc, some of which must be paid for 
over a longish period. His natural immunity will take at 
least 3 months to recover and his fears and anxiety need 
to be dealt with now that the physical side is largely under 
control. I will include the links for the Go Fund Me in the 
next Tattler if it is set up. 
Mani completed his chemotherapy in the first week of 
January and is starting physio this coming week. He will 
soon be able to walk with crutches. He will undertake a 
review once scans are completed later this month and if 
any lung spots are still visible they will be surgically re-
moved.  
Anita his mum is in the throes of house buying in Sheppar-
ton where they previously lived in a rental house and the 
boys will be heading back to school, even grateful for 
some normalcy in their lives. Mani’s big brother Kazadi 
has been staying with his Auntie Meg in Brighton East 
until the family returns to Shepparton. Kazadi went to the 
Gardenvale School with his cousin Xavier for most of last 
year. 
Mike Larkin                                           

CoViD-19 vaccines are coming! 
            We’ll all be OK 
                           Or will we?????????????? 
 
   There has been a lot of publicity and discussion 
about the CoViD-19 vaccines. 
   Through it all, I’ve been trying to work out what 
peoples’ expectations of the vaccines are. Vaccines 
seem to have been touted by some world ‘leaders’ 
as the answer to our problems, that we won’t have to 
worry once we have the vaccines available, that we’ll 
suddenly achieve herd immunity and return to 
‘normal’. 
   But, what do we know about immunity from 
CoViD-19? Most people who are infected with 
CoViD-19 develop an immune response within the 
first few weeks, but we don’t know how strong or 
lasting that immune response is, or how it differs for 
different people – there have been reports of people 
being infected with CoViD-19 for a second time. 
   Research is still ongoing into how strong that pro-
tection is and how long it lasts. The W.H.O. is also 
looking into whether the strength and length of im-

mune response depends on the type of infection a 
person has - asymptomatic, mild or severe. 
   So, what will the vaccines do for us? The simple 
answer is they will produce an immune response in 
the majority of people. 
   As I see it, the vaccines won’t prevent people be-
coming infected with CoViD-19. What it looks like 
they will do for most people is to lessen the severity 
of the infection – possibly removing the need for hos-
pitalisation. 
   Whether or not the vaccines will prevent infected, 
vaccinated people transmitting the virus is unknown 
at this point. Some reports suggest they might. 
   The known benefit of the vaccine at the mo-
ment is that it will lessen the severity of the ill-
ness! 
   In summary – the vaccines will prevent you from 
getting severely ill and ending up hospitalised. But, 
it’s possible that you could still carry the virus and be 
contagious to others. So our ‘CoViD-19 normal’ will 
most likely be:- 

Mask wearing 
Physical distancing 
Good personal hygiene 

   Meanwhile, I’ve got my hand up to get into the vac-
cine queue. 

John Knapper 
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Brian Lindsay Chatham grew up in Cheltenham Vic. with his older brother John and parents Joe and Glad. He 

completed his secondary education at St Bedes in Mentone and went on to get his teaching degree at Frankston 
Teachers’ College.  
Although he grew up in the city, he spent most of his school holidays riding horses, fishing and shooting rabbits on 
his uncle’s farm in the Tallangatta Valley. As soon as he graduated he ‘headed bush’ permanently and taught in a 
number of rural schools throughout the north-east (except for a three-year stint at Nyah.) 
Brian and Marg first moved to Molyullah in 1974 where Brian was Head Teacher for three years.  They moved to 
Bonnie Doon and Nyah as Brian sought promotion, before they both realized that a block of land that Reg Ryan had 
mentioned before they left was sounding like ‘home’ so he took up the Principal’s position at Greta South (later 
Greta Valley) in 1983 and moved back to the north-east. 
Brian took long service leave to labour on the building of the house which was completed in 1984 and where the 
family have made their home ever since. Brian continued to teach at Greta Valley until 2001 and then retired from 
Perambin in 2003. 
He was an active member of the Greta Football Club, the Tatong Cricket Club and in retirement, the Benalla Golf 
Club where he was awarded a life membership after twelve years as Captain. 
Brian was diagnosed with the debilitating MND and after a brave battle over eighteen months, passed away peace-

fully at home on December 27th. 
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• Post and Wire • Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

 Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

 S1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
0428715155 AH 03 57666338 
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-

ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 
 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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SHEPHERDS     
CONTRACTING 

Hay Baling- Net Wrap Rolls, 

Silage, Mowing, Raking 

Will Consider Shares 

Hay and General 

Carting 

46 Ft Drop Deck 

27 Ft Tray Truck 
Pasture Sowing-Direct 
Drilling or Over Sowing 

Pasture Renovation 

HAY FOR SALE 
Prompt and Professional 

Service 

Call Darren 

0438850918 GRETA 

SOUTH 

                 
 

Tatong Heritage Group Inc. 

 

The next  
GENERAL MEETING 

 

will be held on 

 

Monday March 22
nd

 2021 

at 4.00pm 

 

Tatong Memorial Hall 

 

A warm welcome extended to all  

interested persons. 

 

Contact: Secretary -  57672324 
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In week 2 we looked at the impacts of bushfire on commu-
nities and environment.  The social impact is vast as we 
have observed whilst watching the ABC.  But lesser 
known are the environmental impacts that in turn come 
back upon the communities, not just on flora and fauna. 

Smoke being generated which results in air pollution 
at health damaging levels. 

Increased concentration of ash (contains nitrogen 
and phosphorus which stimulate growth of cyano-
bacteria). Cyanobacteria produce chemicals which 
may cause a range of water quality problems, in-
cluding poor taste and odour, and sometimes toxic 
chemicals. 

Depletion of dissolved oxygen when algae die and 
decompose can asphyxiate fish and other marine 
life, possibly threatening a food source 

Recovery activities and services can fall into various cate-
gories: 
 

Health, including medical, allied health and clinical 
services, public health (water, sanitation, hazard-
ous materials, food security, mental health support 
and health promotion activities) 

Shelter, including accommodation in the short, me-
dium and long-term 

Psychosocial support, including individual and com-
munity activities and services. 

Social recovery activities to address safety and secu-
rity 

Providing timely information about safety, protection 
issues and actions to address safety and wellbe-
ing issues during demolition or securing damaged 
buildings. 

Protection for children who as a result of the disaster 
are orphaned or separated from their families 

Maintenance of safe working environments, as well 
as safe environments for vulnerable people. 

Physical measures of resilience like rebuilding homes with 
fire resistant materials can significantly reduce the impact 
of disasters. Community based measures can have vital 
importance too. Communities need to consider a wide 
range of approaches to increase the level of resilience to 
bushfires especially through measures such as conducting 
community education sessions/town hall meetings on 
bushfires. Preparing household emergency and evacua-
tion kits can assist individuals and families take proactive 
measures to deal with bushfires. 

Again in Reucassel's show it appears that many communi-
ties have resilience without actually being aware that they 
have it.  How important is it then to expand the awareness 
of resilience in order to capitalise on a community's ability 
to recover. 

A bushfire resilient community can be characterised by the 
following: 

Conducts regular assessments and anticipates the 
likelihood of bushfire 

Absorbs, responds and recovers from bushfire haz-
ards 

Allocates resources to reduce risk in bush-fire prone 
areas 

Improvises and innovates in response to disasters 

In a world where temperatures are rising leading to self-
ignition in the plant kingdom, not just lightening and acci-
dents, the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNDRR) has developed a ten step system, known as the 
Sendai System for Disaster Risk, which acts as a check-
list for making sure communities, cities and societies are 
able to bounce back from disasters like bushfires.  On the 
course most of us had never heard of this and it seems to 
me that if we were all aware of it we would at least have 
at the back of our minds this knowledge to draw on as a 
framework for discussion.  It is listed below but you can 
find more detail at the website: 

https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/
what-sendai-framework 

Organising:  making sure everyone is involved. 

Identifying future risks and keeping data on them 

Financial capacity:  setting aside funds to support dis-
aster response 

Building bushfire resilience – urban planning to be 
disaster resistant. 

Safe guarding natural buffers 

Strengthening institutions 

Strengthening the capacity of society 

Resilient infrastructure 

Effective Disaster Response 

Planning for Recovery. 

In week 3 the course offered physical coping strategies: 

Water management for fire resilient landscapes; 
Adopting bushfire resilient housing and garden de-

signs; 
Vegetation and plant selection; 
Fuel management; 
Building or creating barriers. 

We were shown an excellent brochure put out by the Bo-
tanic Gardens of Adelaide called Sustainable Land-
scapes:  Reducing Fire Risk in Gardens.  It also contains 
a list of very useful websites.  You can find out about it at 
www.environment.sa.gov.au/sustainablelandscapes 
And a YouTube site called 'Homesteading Down Under' 
where the property owner shows the viewer how he has 
prepared his house, garden and surrounding paddocks in 
the bush.  With aerial views.  At https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FObJk4bUcY0 

There is also an interesting site which covers Community 
engagement; Fuel Management; Research Modelling & 
Knowledge Application; and Understanding Risk.  Each 
region in Victoria has a page and the one relevant to 
Benalla is Hume.  The pages are constantly updated, the 
last one being updated on 9

th
 September 2020 .  https://

www.safertogether.vic.gov.au/home 

  

 

Do We Know Enough About Fire (Continued)                                            

Instalment 2              Hazel Wann 

Continued next page 

https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/what-sendai-framework
https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/what-sendai-framework
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/sustainablelandscapes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FObJk4bUcY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FObJk4bUcY0
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The Australian Government through NDIS and NDS, 
have mandated these organisations to run up-skilling 
courses for employees in the medical and support ser-
vices community.  As I am a carer in the community I was 
asked to complete a course on handling a house fire.   
The training video on fire behaviour in a house was 
shockingly revealing.  Unfortunately I cannot access this 
video any longer so I will recount what I saw. 

A living room was set up with a wall missing so trainees 
can observe the room fully.  On the left wall was a large 
wall unit full of books and a door that was closed.  On the 
right wall there was a large sofa with a glass coffee table 
covered in papers.  In the right hand corner there was a 
lamp table next to the sofa and beside it, sitting on the 
floor, was a paper carrier bag.   Adjacent to the lamp ta-
ble was a cane armchair.  There was also a throw on the 
arm of the sofa.  Behind and on the wall joining the left 
and right walls was a large window with a heavy curtain 
which was very close to the lamp on the table.  Being a 
modern setting the ceiling was low.   Suddenly there were 
flames in the carrier bag – pale and small.  They faded 
momentarily and then grew eventually reaching the throw 
and then the lampshade.  Watching it, it felt like quite a 
long time – several minutes.  Then the side of the cane 
chair ignited and the curtain caught taking the flames to 
the ceiling.  Still seemingly very slow, the flames climbing 
the curtain seemed to take an age.  However, on hitting 
the ceiling huge clouds of black smoke billowed out 
across the room – no doubt the ceiling paint was contrib-
uting to the smoke.  The coffee table exploded and the 
room went black.  Time:  2 minutes. 

Here is a comment from a student on the course, Caro-
line Leslie, which I thought interesting. 

“Experiencing a situation, in my opinion, is better remem-
bered than reading about one. Shortly before the dry sea-
son, the community should hold a weekend of Fire Pro-
tection Planning. Police, hospital and school representa-
tives present explaining their role in the event of a bush-
fire. Show "Protection Plan" films. Sell plants which peo-
ple can plant instead of their current plants. Let people try 
beating with the heavy fire beaters. Give the community a 
chance to experience smoke and how debilitating it is. 
Sell gutter covers which prevent leaves collecting in 
them. Nurses selling First Aid Kits and masks. Create 
some excitement with fire engines putting out a controlled 
burn, aerial fire bombers dropping a load on a target. 
Help the challenged to download Apps onto their cell 
phones. These Fire Apps contain all their details and only 
1 number needed to be called for all emergency ser-
vices.” 

 And finally, here am I writing the above and what do I 
do?  I manage to set alight the grass around a burning-off 
pile.  I failed to recognise the dry material on the ground 
underneath the tall green grass of early November, to-
gether with the stiff and even gusty SW breeze, although 
this area was blocked from the south and south west by 
trees, hedges and buildings.  Three trucks from the CFA! 
Although by the time they arrived I had managed to put it 
out, starting with the northern edge which threatened a 
paddock of fuel.  And now I notice that this experience 
has shifted my perception of my immediate surroundings.  
As I walk around I see everything through a burning- po-
tential lens. 
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PEST ANIMAL MANAGEMENT 

KANGAROO BY PERMIT 

RABBITS, FOXES, PIGS, DEER CULLING 

North East BUNNY BUSTERS 

e-mail nebunnybusters@bigpond.com 

Ph. Ted 0421363967 

AGRICULTURAL BLASTING 

RABBIT AND WOMBAT BURROWS 

COLLAPSED USING EXPLOSIVES 

STUMPS AND ROCKS REMOVED 

WORKSAFE LICENCED 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2010 39 153.7 86.4 65.2 67.5 82.8 67.5 162.1 116.8 123.7 109.2 150.8 1224.7 

2011 107 177.3 65.0 36.1 62.9 47.1 84.5 81.0 67.3 32.0 88.3 46.3 894.7 

2012 82.5 94.0 184.9 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 92.1 35.5 34 28 30.1 773.6 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050.8 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6 35.6 88.4 207.2 53 77 43.5 66.8 49.4 132 34.1 40.7 891.3 

The Molyullah fish'n'chip nights 
have re-commenced. 
It is held the second Friday each 
month and runs from 5.30pm  at 
the Molyullah Hall 

Cheers to the man on his tractor who pushed a large 
fallen tree off Mitchell Road to open it up - on New Year’s 
Day.                                                                                Darcy 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
Rainfall total for November 2020 was 34.1mm, for December it was 40.7mm and up until the 15

th
 of January 2021 the 

rainfall was 8.8mm. A feature of the last few months of rainfall is that there is few, if any, long gaps between falls, even 
though there was some very small amounts at times. 
Mike Larkin                               

TATONG CFA FIRESHED MURAL 
The mural is mostly completed in the broad areas 
but not the detail such as some portraits and other 
fine details. While the brigade volunteers helped to 
paint larger areas the detail is much harder as well 
as me being fussy about things lots of people would 
not bother with.  
Fortunately I am able to continue my normal life to 
some degree while painting the mural and the main 
obstacle being renovations at our house. Because so 
much activity shut down during the virus panic it also 
all re-started in a frenzy of catching up around the 
end of October, so the mural just has to take what-
ever time I can manage to give to it. 
I have had many compliments about the mural which 
is reassuring and inspires me to maintain the stan-
dard without going overboard which is a common 
weakness with creative activities. I want a scene that 
I can enjoy and feel pride in and hopefully that will be 
the case for most of my community. 
Mike Larkin                                             

For Sale 

1998 Nissan Navara Tray 

4WD 

190,000 kilometres 

Diesel 

Large box on the back 

Runs fine but body a bit 

rough 

Registered till 10/7/21 

No R.W.C 

Tacho not working 

 

$1,200 - O.N.O 

Call Darcy – 0409 167 908 

 

Benalla 

This Australia Day the Tatong Rural Australia Day 
Ceremony will be a little different  to other years. 
 
We will be having the Flag Raising at 9am followed by the 
Tatong Achiever Award. Guests will be welcome to take a 
Australia Day Snack Pack Home. 
 
COVIDSafe rules apply and guests will be required to 
check in.  
 
We hope you will be able to join us to celebrate and con-
gratulate Tatong’s nominees and award winners in what 
has been a very strange 12 months. 
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: A0047895K 

Full Page: 

Single Issue: $32.00 

Six Issues:  $180.00 

Eleven Issues: $320.00 

Half Page: 

Single Issue: $16.00 

Six Issues:  $85.00 

Eleven Issues: $160.00 

Quarter Page or 2 x 1/8th Page: 

Single Issue: $8.00 

Six Issues:  $45.00 

Eleven Issues: $80.00 

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words 
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page 
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category must 
be labelled “Promotional Feature”. 

Enquires :Darcy Hogan, 0409167908 or email 
darcyhogan@bigpond.com 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

For those who submit pre-formatted advertisements, the 
size of a half page area is 13.6 x 19 cm and a 1/4 page 
area is 13.6 x 9.3 cm. To avoid distortion to your image, 
please fit your advertisement to these sizes. 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the 
month.  
Submit via e-mail to                                            
tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au  

or post to: Darcy Hogan,                                    

PO Box 2038 Benalla West 3672. 

Format for Tattler Submissions 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft 
Publisher.  

Text can be submitted in the body of an email; 
or in file formats such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt.  

Photos (as jpgs) can be attached, to be laid out 
by editor. 

If your layout is important, submitting your work 
in MS Publisher is ideal. (The Editor may need 
to adjust your layout.) If laid out in a Word 
document, the text & photos will need to be 
copied into Publisher; however the Editor will 
have an idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to 
extract. 

If you require help, contact one of the Tattler 
committee. 


