
Tatong Tattler, March 2020 

Page 1 

www.tatongtattler.com.au  Edition  328 March 2020  Donation $1 

Circulation 360 



Tatong Tattler, March 2020 

Page 2  

Wallet Watcher’s 
Wednesday 

$20 Parma and Pot 
Thursday 

Tatong Tavern 

Monthly 
Car Event 

Tuesday 
Pizza Night 

Best Beer on Sale in the Tatong Valley since 1886. 

Frauded 
 

From Darcy Hogan 

 

Is that a word? Is now!! English (as she is spoke) is a growing language. 

 

Anyway, at the Tattler committee meeting the other day I mentioned that I had been in battle with A bank (one of the four) 

about money being taken from an account without my consent. They said I should write an article to share the information so 

here we go. 

 

Theft / Fraud. Call it what you like but it was money stolen from me. It had been taken in five transactions and added up to 

just under $3,000. (I keep a firm track of out monetary dealings for just this purpose and receive monthly statements for that 

purpose). 

 

I called that bank (“please hold – you call is important to us – blah blah blah”) and was transferred to the section that dealt 

with such matters (“please hold – you call is important to us – blah blah blah – again”) and after some discussion it was 

agreed I had had money taken illegally and it would be returned. Sure enough money came back but not enough and it just 

covered one of the five transactions.  

 

It took me four more phone calls to get the whole amount back and each time the person I spoke to assured me the whole 

amount would be returned. This whole process took over a month of calls and watching online for money to be returned. 

 

A friend of mine who used to actually work in that area told me that that bank allows for over $20 million to be stolen from it 

and would never return the money unless ‘pestered’. True or false? Dunno, but I am going for true!! 

 

So, given that that particular bank closed its Benalla branch I no longer deal with them. They kindly sent me a letter to say the 

branch was closing and I could happily attend to my business in Wangaratta. WHAT!!!!! Probably some Sydneysider office 

worker looking at Google Earth and saying – ‘that’s not far to drive’. 

 

So the old saying is true – The squeaky wheel gets the grease. 

From us at your local Pub Tatong Tavern 

Well we have gotten through January and survived the Fires, Storms and 

Blackout smoke; you just don’t know what’s going to happen the next day. 

Remember we still open Tuesday from 3pm, Pizza from 5pm, Wednesday 

Wallet Watchers, Thursday Pot and Parma, Friday your local Happy Hour 

5.30pm to 7pm, Saturday and Sunday Luncheon and Dinner and our Show us 

Your Wheels on Sunday the 1st of March also we are having Jess Ritchie our 

great local girl and her music partner playing from 12pm to 3pm, why not 

come down and enjoy yourselves at your local’ 

Hope to see you all soon. 

Pedro, Shirley, Stew, Ninja and Staff. 
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CHOCOLATE, ALMOND AND DATE TORTE 
With so much sadness from the bushfire season, the floods and now the Coronavirus I thought maybe a little chocolate 
and sugar sweetness was needed to put smiles back in our lives. 
 
This recipe can be made with either almonds or walnuts. It keeps well in the fridge for 4-5 days. It’s gluten and dairy 
free.  Use the egg yolks to make an indulgent custard, ice cream or Portuguese custard tarts.  If you don’t want to use 
the yolks on the same day cover with water or milk to stop them drying out.  Tip – I always check the dates even if the 
pack says pitted – invariably there will be at least one rogue pit!!  I cut the dates in half to make sure. I like to chop the 
chocolate, almonds and dates separately and then combine.  This is quite a 
sweet recipe. 
 
300g dark chocolate I use 70% Lindt  
300g almonds, skin on and roasted 
250g pitted dates 
6 egg whites at room temperature 
150g caster sugar 
 
Grease and line a 22-23 cm cake pan with baking paper.  Set oven to 150 de-
grees fan forced, 160 degrees normal heat. 
Chop chocolate, almonds and dates separately in a food processor until they 
look like course breadcrumbs.  Combine in a large bowl. 
In a separate very clean and dry bowl whisk the egg whites with an electric beater until soft peak stage.  Add the caster 
sugar gradually until firm peak stage.  Gently add the chocolate mixture and fold in until well combined.  Tip into cake 
pan smoothing the top.  Lightly tap the filled cake pan on the bench to knock out any air bubbles.  Bake for 1 hour and 
20 minutes.  Cool in the pan.  Store in the refrigerator and bring to room temperature before serving. 
 
SIMON’S TOMATO CHUTNEY 
 
Tomato season is peaking about now so it’s a good time to make some ketchup, relish or chutney. 
I call this recipe Simon’s Tomato Chutney as I used to make it for a café in Berry NSW owned by a very nice kiwi chap 
called Simon! 
It’s super easy and can be turned into a spicy version with a little tweaking.  See end of recipe. 
Main tip for making chutney Is to watch it like a hawk. Don’t walk away and leave it on the heat. Stir constantly or it will 
stick and burn, especially the sultanas. 
Always pot into hot, sterile glass jars and preferably use new, vinegar proof lids.  Fletchers next to Bunnings in Wanga-
ratta have a large size range of new lids. 
 
2kg tomatoes, chopped 
500g apples, peeled, cored and chopped. I use Granny Smith apples 
500g onions, peeled and chopped 
300g raisins 
300g white sugar 
300ml white vinegar 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 
Chop all vegetables equal in size, for a smooth chutney chop small but I prefer a chunky style so cut vegetables approx 
1  to 1.5 cm in size. 
Place all ingredients into a large wide preserving pan or casserole. Bring to the boil then turn down heat and simmer 
until most of the moisture has evaporated. You should be able to “draw a line” with a wooden spoon through the mix-
ture.  The time for this to happen really depends on the ripeness and juiciness of the tomatoes and apples.  Test for 
seasoning and adjust to  your liking. 
Pour into clean, hot jars.  Tap on a wooden or cork board to remove any air pockets.  Lid whilst hot. 
Label and date.  Store out of direct sunlight.  Fabulous with a sharp cheddar cheese or cold meatloaf. 
For a spicy version add 1 teaspoon of chilli flakes, 1 tablespoon of freshly grated ginger and  
1 tablespoon of mustard seeds at the beginning of the cooking stage.  Substitute malt vinegar and brown sugar. 
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Yellow leaves crackled underfoot as I walked through 
the paddock down to the dam – frost covered every-
thing - white and crunchy and slightly slippery – the 
cold air made breathing deeply, a challenge.  The gen-
tle morning breeze kept my eyes crying and nose run-
ning. 
Beautiful – and breathtaking. 
The birds called on their I-phones, letting each other 
know –probably with photographs – that they were 
having wonderful bugs – worms – berries – seeds, for 
breakfast.    Great name Twitter, when all the birds 
spoke together - and – Tweet, when one had their own 
personal message to give to the world. 
In the middle of this wonderful noisy cold morning 
there was a definite, defined, distinctive quiet – in the 
midst of all, Peace - a stillness of the inner being – 
listening to the world – in the world – on the world – of 
the world – but a life force beyond the world – a much 
greater I AM presence – here and now. 
The ‘walking in open eyed meditation’ shattered by a 
mob of wallabies crashing out of their cover, frightened 
by my presence –  
Sorry –  
I checked the gates and pump – satisfied I wandered 
back to the house. 
Bags in the car and off to Melbourne for the flight to 
Ho Chi Min City. 
Our son lives there so we often visit.   
The Melbourne terminal was the crushing opposite of 
the morning – no quiet - no peace – no stillness – no 
crisp breathing in this cavern of hot windmilling life 
force sapping vital activity from within – only an abun-
dance of electronic Twitter and Tweeting -  Passen-
gers checking in - - - -and - - - - waiting – through the 
electronic ‘read your face’ and passport stations - - - - 
waiting – watching and listening to many Viet Nam 
bound passengers practice their ‘Olympic standard’ 
nose and throat clearing and sniffing routines. 
Two teenage girls sitting on the concourse floor - 
about 3 meters apart – showing much more of their 
anatomy than they should – talking to each other on 
their mobile phones – incredible –  
Can no one talk face to face anymore?  Maybe difficult 
for younger people to feel the human presence of oth-
ers in this, instant disaster notifying, and, violence glo-
rifying. new millennium [or whatever it’s called nowa-
days]- 
Maybe we are trying to diminish our touch sense, with-
out appearing to be retreating, so we can fool our-
selves that we are very resilient and in control of the 
pain within us by not being ‘here and now’ and con-
scious of the overloaded burden of the ‘disconnect’ 
that we see all around us. 
Maybe the thrill of owning and operating a ‘device’ has 
lured them across to the dark side – never to return!?  
Maybe, as they pay for data, they are determined to 
devour it all –down to the last bite? – eating every little 
bit. 
The flight was pleasant enough until I looked out the 
window at the setting sun.  
The aircraft was cruising at 42000 feet in the clear and 
freezing -62 degree air. The cloud, way below us, ap-
peared, in long strands, very thread like and translu-

cent, and was covering the earth’s surface from horizon 
to horizon.  
Fragmenting the cloud even further, by colouring the 
various layers quite differently, was the most indescriba-
bly magnificent orb of luminous and iridescent light. 
The emotional wash that bathed me into being over-
whelmed, was paralysing, and more than I could absorb 
– a visual and body tingling sensation beyond my ability 
to describe. 
The sunset was very rapid [as it is in the tropics] – but – 
fantastically, the sun set twice. 
The first sunset happened through the top layer of cloud 
– the bright upper diminishing disc was from another 
dimension – a deep golden violet red. The growing disc 
under the cloud was rainbow brilliant, amazingly it rain-
bowed all the surrounding cloud. 
Hovering for a moment, which seemed like a dreamily 
long time, it then descended into the cloud, and again, 
although not as bright as before, turned the lower layers 
into greens and golds and reds and blues and violets – a 
massive hovering disc of wonder – then it slowly disap-
peared through the cloud and behind the earth’s slightly 
curved surface.  
The light quickly faded to nothing and darkness, like a 
soft and comforting cloak, gathered us in and the world 
seemed to change its gears. 
I was left with all the wonderful ‘consciousness opening’ 
thought and feelings that I allowed myself to have – very 
grateful for the ability to not only be able to see what I 
had just seen, but to be able to integrate and appreciate 
everything for what it was. 
Arrival into Ho Chi Minh City will definitely shatter any 
lingering feelings of tranquillity. 
The heat, the smell and the noise jump into your being 
and they leave very little room for relaxation and quiet 
contemplation. 
But it is life – it is fantastic to feel everything. 
It is great to accept that your own, and other people’s 
worlds, are as they are, and everything, is what it is. 
The yellow leaves that crackled underfoot as I walked 
were now a forgotten memory.  
However, surfacing at odd times, feelings of guilt and a 
little sadness that I startled that peaceful mob of walla-
bies –  
Was that only this morning! 
Andrew McFarlane 

Australia Day Raffle 
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• Post and Wire • Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

 Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

 S1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  

Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
0428715155 AH 03 57666338 
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limit-

ing the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 
 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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PEST ANIMAL MANAGEMENT 

KANGAROO BY PERMIT 

RABBITS, FOXES, PIGS, DEER CULLING 

North East BUNNY BUSTERS 

e-mail nebunnybusters@bigpond.com 

Ph. Ted 0421363967 

AGRICULTURAL BLASTING 

RABBIT AND WOMBAT BURROWS 

COLLAPSED USING EXPLOSIVES 

STUMPS AND ROCKS REMOVED 

WORKSAFE LICENCED 
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Upcoming dates to note for Molyullah and 
surrounding districts 

 

Molyullah Hall Committee 
 
A heads up for April 28 which is the date proposed 
for the Molyullah Community Triennial Public Meeting 
for election of a new Hall Committee.  A formal notice 
will be issued in the April issue.  As a current member 
of the Hall Committee I can say that it is not a big 
commitment – the Hall Committee meets once every 
two months and meetings are generally a bit over an 
hour.  It would be great to have some new members 
as this always results in a more vibrant committee.   
 
Upcoming Fish & Chip nights.   
 
The March Fish & Chip night will be on … Friday the 
13th … of March.  Last month was a hugely success-
ful evening in numbers and enjoyment had by all.  
Russell had some difficulties with the cooker and this 
will be sorted before 13 March.   
The April Fish & Chip night falls on Good Friday, 
10 April.  Hopefully the marquee will be up - then 
even if the weather is not kind we will have an under-
cover outside eating area.  This could be a big night 
as Easter in this area is popular and visitors are plen-
tiful.   
 
Working Bees for the Sports 
 
These will be advertised next issue but please keep 
some time to help on either Good Friday Morning and/
or Easter Sunday Afternoon.  
 
Food Handler’s Workshop 
 
There will be a free Food Handler’s Workshop held at 
the Molyullah Hall on Wednesday, 18 March from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm.  This is open to anyone in the dis-
trict and surrounds – you don’t have to be from Mo-
lyullah to participate.  This presents a great opportu-
nity to all those who assist with catering locally to re-
fresh their food handling skills.    
 
Janette Knapper  

FOR SALE: 

  

Ryegrass/clover round bales. $110 ea inc GST 

Shedded. Baled Nov 2019. 

  

Lucerne silage – round bales $120 ea inc GST 

First cut Lucerne, includes clover, ryegrass, pasture. 

Wrapped Nov 2019. 

  

Ph: Jim, Hollands Creek: Tatong. 57672222 or 0413 

996296 
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MICHAEL VERDE  -  MEMORY BRIDGE &  
Dementia Without Loneliness 

March 16th-19th 2020 
Only weeks to the Michael Verde Tour.  Quite a coup to have an international expert and speaker in the North East. 
How did this come about? 
 
The event has been instigated by Maeve Larkin, President of Bridging Spaces ( not for Profit Inc).  Maeve has worked in 
Benalla, Beechworth, Mansfield and Violet Town providing her sensitive, caring and enriching experiences to Aged 
Care Residents.  Five years ago, Maeve was awarded a scholarship to attend the Memory Bridge Training Retreat in 
Indiana, US.  Since then, Maeve has incorporated the training and experiences from the course in her approach to sup-
porting, engaging and enriching her dance, movement therapy sessions. Every week there will be obvious indications of 
recognition, enjoyment and involvement among the  people with dementia in the group. 
Over the past 3 years, Maeve instigated an 18 hour non-verbal communication training for volunteers who wish to be-
come companions for people with dementia. There are now 12 people who have experienced Maeve’s course and been 
challenged to find other ways to communicate and engage with people with dementia.  To further spread the transform-
ing power of Memory Bridge and ending the isolation of people with dementia, Maeve has created a not-for-profit group 
“Bridging Spaces” through which she will continue training volunteers. 
Throughout the tour, Michael Verde, the founder of memory Bridge, will present his vision of how we can better support 
the emotional needs of people with dementia, how to reach out and perhaps cross that bridge into the world of someone 
with dementia.   
 
On Monday March 16th at 6.30pm The public launch is free – hosted by Estia Health at Benalla Performing Arts Centre 
(BPACC). Call Lindy on 0439 863 248 or email 
benalla@estiahealth.com.au 
 
Tuesday 17th March 10am to 12noon, Age Friendly Benalla is hosting a free family carers workshop at Swanpool Hall.  
BOOKINGS   https://www.trybooking.com/BIALR 
 
Also on Tuesday 1.30 – 3pm, is a screening of the documentary “Love is Listening – Dementia without Loneliness” You 
will have the opportunity to ask Michael questions after viewing the documentary.  $10 admission with complimentary 
afternoon tea. 
BOOKINGS https://www.trybooking.com/BIANC $10 
 
Many Aged Care facilities in our region have quickly signed up for staff workshops.  Cooinda who has welcomed Maeve 
and her volunteers over many years to deliver sessions to residents living with dementia has booked a whole day for 
their staff and volunteers.  Illoura and St Catherine’s in Wangaratta have combined to sponsor a 5 hour staff workshop.  
Indigo Shire and Beechworth Health are sponsoring a morning lecture followed by an afternoon screening of the docu-
mentary and Q&A Ph : Kate 0428 662 412 

 

DEMENTIA WITHOUT LONELINESS – 4 day tour of North East Victoria is brought to you by non-profit Bridg-

ing Spaces, Benalla. For further information contact Maeve 0405 564 985 or email : bridging-

spaces2020@gmail.com. 

The Tatong Australia-Day Breakfast scored good weather. As usual it was 
beautifully catered for, with a range of delicious breakfast foods. Caryn De-
Fazio brought the Early Bird coffee van along. Sadly, the turn-up was less 
than usual, and in 2019 there had been no nominations for Tatong commu-
nity members. Councillor Willie Van Wersch attended on behalf of Benalla 
Council. There were raffle prizes on hand – buckets, and a basket, full of 
goodies. And the Money Tree! Jack Harrison spoke about his role and ex-
periences in getting crews of fire-fighters onto the trucks and the ground as 
required. He expressed his gratitude to so many who volunteered, as fast as 

he could put out the 
requests. Some 
crews were messed 
about with changing 
plans, but even so 
were still keen to do 
all they could to help. 
 
Andrea Stevenson 

mailto:benalla@estiahealth.com.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BIANC
mailto:bridgingspaces2020@gmail.com
mailto:bridgingspaces2020@gmail.com
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THE SURPRISING JOY FROM BEING ORDINARY 
Having seen the two outstanding documentaries, 
“Pavarotti” and “The Eulogy,” which was about the life of 
pianist Geoffrey Tozer, at the Swanpool Cinema mid-
February, I was left with a strong impression that being 
‘not famous’ is a very good thing.  
Both of the doco’s dealt with issues around fame and its 
outcomes. Luciano Pavarotti, probably the greatest tenor 
of our times, could hardly have been more famous but he 
suffered from loneliness and the absences from family 
especially his three daughters. Hotels substituted for 
home when traveling and, because as a lad he was a 
spoiled by a horde of grannies, aunts and siblings he tried 
to recreate that childhood by surrounding himself with 
friends and acquaintances as well as by cooking his fa-
vourite foods.  
Ironically for one so famous Pavarotti suffered great stress 
before going on stage; he would say, “I go to die,” such 
was the pressure of performance and he did not like to 
listen to his recorded singing. On a rare occasion when 
listening to his own singing with a daughter he was pleas-
antly surprised to find that he did sound good after all. It 
was no accident that he sang so wonderfully because, 
apart from the gift of his voice it required years of study, 
practice and dedication on his part to finally ‘arrive’. 
 His greatest sorrow was to not be the father he wanted to 
be to his three older daughters who felt deprived of his 
company but he could not do justice to both his voracious 
public and his family. His international lifestyle and the 
adulation by millions of fans made monogamy difficult 
leading him to find ‘solace’ with other women while still 
married. This did not go down well with his family, fans or 
his traditional Italian Catholic upbringing. 
 At 71 and as his career was slowing, he had remarried 
and was looking forward to being the father he always 
wanted to be to his daughters, grandchildren and espe-
cially to his newest young daughter. He was deeply disap-
pointed that just when he could begin to live this simpler 
life he developed terminal pancreatic cancer.  
A theme common to both Pavarotti and Geoffrey Tozer 
the Australian pianist was the influence of a parent in their 
careers. This particularly applied to Tozer whose mother 
raised him by herself to become the ‘new Beethoven’. She 
was already married but imagined breeding a kind of mu-
sical messiah when enamoured with another man who 
became Geoffrey’s (anonymous) father. Tozer’s obses-
sive musical life was an extreme version of how not to 
raise a child, because, while he was technically of a gen-
ius level with pianism his everyday life especially in adult-
hood was a shambles. 
The main influence for Pavarotti was his father, also a 
good tenor but relatively unknown. He encouraged 
Luciano to devote himself to attaining the highest level, 
something which dad could not reach, but his ‘push’ was 
not anything like the obsession which possessed Tozer’s 
mother who was also an ‘un-famous’ musician. Geoffrey’s 
piano playing became his ‘be all and end all’ while his 
ever present mother provided his daily needs, encourag-
ing, guiding him and imagining no limit to his abilities and 
potential. 
 Prime Minister Paul Keating took Tozer ‘under his wing’ 
when in his eyes Geoffrey was not getting the work and 
acclaim that he deserved. Keating felt that the major or-
chestras shunned him but from other observations in the 
documentary Keating’s conclusions were only partly right 

because he seemed unaware of Tozer’s alcoholism, unre-
liability and tendency to add inappropriate improvisations. 
Tozer seemed to want to not only play the great works but 
occasionally to ‘improve’ them probably as a way of dem-
onstrating his ability. Tozer also died young from the rav-
ages of alcohol consumption. 
All of these observations are not meant to denigrate the 
famous performers because they give so much delight to 
so many people. When the whole story about famous peo-
ple becomes known the downside about their fame may 
also come to light. Often such people will say that they 
dreamed of fame or high achievement from as early as 
they could remember and this probably indicates that a 
parent’s frustrated  dream is being passed on to their 
child. The main reason I really loved these two documen-
taries was that they portrayed the whole person and did 
not just concentrate upon their particular ability and popu-
larity. It can be rather boring to watch a tribute which sug-
gests an almost other-worldly ability or even sainthood for 
someone who inevitably has the same ‘feet of clay’ as all 
of us. 
An interesting and relevant quote from the ‘Law of Karma:’ 
every man (person) is the master of his own destiny was 
spoken during one of these documentaries. The quote 
states that we are not the helpless, innocent victims of our 
circumstances, nor should we remain ignorant of the fact 
that the responsibility for personal fulfilment and happi-
ness is our own. 
Being famous has some rewards but so does just being 
ordinary – I’ll take ordinary! 
Mike Larkin                                            

CALLUM MORRISON 
WILL PRESENT A 

SAFE FOOD HANDLING 

WORKSHOP 
 

Molyullah Hall 

Wednesday 18th March 

7.30pm – 9.30pm 

ALL  WELCOME 

If you require more information  

call Michele 0429 664 202 
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Cycle Dindi 2020 
Cycle Dindi is on again along the scenic 
Great Victorian Rail Trail, through the Shires 
of Murrindindi and Mansfield on Saturday 4

th
 

April – the middle weekend of the school 
holidays. 
Organised by the Rotary Clubs of Yea and 
Alexandra, with assistance from the Rotary 
Club of Mansfield, the ride is a fully sup-
ported family friendly event for adults 
(seniors discount available) and children. A 
variety of distances (long or short). starting places (Yea, Alexandra or Bonnie Doon) and starting 
times (8am – 11am) are available. Lunch is beside the Goulburn River at Cremona and the historic 
John Monash designed bridge and is a beautiful location to relax, enjoy some food, coffee (by mo-
bile Café Amore) and be entertained by well-known local Julian Laucius.  
The shearing shed at Nutfield, continues to 
be a popular place to stop for home made 
Devonshire tea and watch working dogs 
demonstrate their amazing sheep yarding 
skills and is included in the entry cost. 
CycleDindi20 is a major fundraiser to support 
Rotary youth projects, such as Rotary Youth 
Leadership courses, Youth Exchange and 
School Bursaries.  Entry forms available at 
Rotary websites www.yearotary.org.au or 
www.rotaryalexandra.org.au and follow Cy-
cleDindi 20 updates on Facebook. Queries to 
cycledindi20@gmail.com and bookings via 
direct deposit or through Trybooking.com. 
Flyers are also available in Yea, Alexandra 
and Mansfield Visitor Information Centres. 

http://www.yearotary.org.au
http://www.rotaryalexandra.org.au
mailto:cycledindi20@gmail.com
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Could they have coped back 
then? 
 

   Some years ago, when smart 
phones first appeared on the 
scene, some young, tech savvy 
colleagues asked me how I was 
coping with the new technology. I 
would have been twice the age of 
some of them, so they assumed I 
would have been struggling. In 
those days, it was easy to keep up with phone and 
computer advances as I was using them all the time.  
 

   We were quite a large group, and as I started my an-
swer, I couldn’t help but think of 
that old comedy skit, “When I 
were a lad”. 
 

   To looks of sheer amazement I 
explained that, once upon a time, 
most people did not have a 
phone in their house. Businesses 
and well off people had them. To 
make a call you went down the 
street, three pennies in hand, to 
your nearest phone box. Some-
times there was a queue. The 
worst thing was when the person already using the 
phone seemed to be part way through telling their life 
story. You just had to wait. 
 

   If you needed to call 999 (000), you would tell every-
one ahead of you that it was an emergency. These 
calls were free. 
 

   It was possible to call someone and have a chat even 
if one or neither person had a phone at home. Public 
phones all had a phone number allocated to them. If 
you knew the number of a phone box, you could call it. 
All you needed to do was to both be at your local public 
phone at a prearranged time, and one person simply 
phoned the other phone box. 
 

   For a bit of a lark, you could call a phone box on a 
whim and see if anyone walking past would bother to 
stop and answer it. Mostly the call would go unan-
swered, but occasionally someone would answer and 
you might have a bit of a chat. This was most fun when 
you could see the phone box you were calling. Small 
things, eh? 
 

   Always a dilemma for me was walking past a public 
phone that was ringing – do I? or don’t I?... 
 

   I remember being a sales rep in Melbourne in the 
70s. We had to phone into the office each afternoon 
between one and two to get any messages. In those 
days the biggest challenge was to find a phone box 
that hadn’t been vandalised. I got to know the milk bars 
that had a ‘red phone’ – they weren’t very private but 
they always worked. 
 

   What luxury when pagers came in. They would only 
beep and you then had to find a phone to find out the 
message. Absolute luxury was when alpha numeric 
pagers were introduced – no more looking for a public 
phone. 
 

    An obvious fact of life these days is that people, espe-
cially younger people, seem to need to be in communica-
tion at all times. 
 

   I do wonder how they would have coped back then.                                           
John Knapper 

Goannas breeding up.  
Back in 2018 I sub-

mitted an article 

and photo on a 

large goanna that 

was spending time 

in our garden.   He 

seems to come 

back every year.   

This year, I was 

driving home and 

thought there was a 

fallen branch on the 

road.  As I got 

closer I realized it 

was a goanna but I 

was a bit aghast to 

see it seemed to 

have legs coming 

out of odd places – 

I thought it had 

been run over.  

Closer again and I 

realized it was not 

one but two goan-

nas mating!  Looks 

like there will be no 

goanna shortage 

anytime soon!           

Janette Knapper  

Young Bloods, Leroy and Jade 
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What’s Happening at Molly Rose?  

It’s a short piece this month – we’ve been flat out with 
lots of things (I do too much stuff and have to learn to 
cut back, which is really hard when I want to do every-
thing) so not a lot has been happening at Molly Rose, 
aside from keeping everyone alive. 

The storm was a whopper – we got off lightly with only 
two trees suffering. The young gum tree up the back lost 
about a quarter of its bulk. And one of our neighbour’s 
trees came down over the side fence, landing in the 
front garden and narrowly missing our house. We went 
and visited friends in Wangaratta where the power was 
still on and played board games until midnight before 
coming back and suffering in the heat like everyone else 
and wishing for a cool breeze.  

Definitely enjoying the cooler February weather and 
showers of rain, feeling human again. And the poultry 
are beginning to lay again. Over the heat of Jan, com-
bined with the smoke haze most of the flock stopped 
laying. They are finally picking up again now. 

Ziggy Stardust is unfortunately a boy, but he still loves 
sitting on my wrist while I type (which he is doing now) 
and on my shoulder at night if we’re watching a movie. 
He often comes when called by name, but not all the 
time (the kids say he is more like a cat than a dog) only 
coming if it suits him. He still steals the dog’s food 
whenever the opportunity arises. He’s not crowing often 
at this stage, but he is definitely a contender for a crow 
collar if he starts going off. He’s just entered the hormo-
nal stage and is pecking at people’s feet so is spending 
a lot of time in the sin bin – we are hoping he’ll figure out 
that attacking feet puts him in the box and he’ll learn to 
resist the temptation!  

Stealing the dog’s food is good because Henry needs to 
be encouraged to eat, the poor old fella has heart prob-
lems and is not doing too well these days. The one thing 
that is almost guaranteed to get Henry to eat is when 
Ziggy starts eating out of Henry’s food bowl. Henry is 
quite jealous when it comes to food. 
I’ve been running my Rhode Island Red rooster with two 
of my Light Sussex hens as I’m interested to see what 
the offspring will be like, particularly in light of eating. In 
a few more days I’ll have just over a dozen eggs for the 
incubator. Hopefully some of them will be fertile. 
Write you 
again next 
month!  

Carla 

pekingtun tales by ziggy stardust 
i been groing good. mama say i getting big. mama also 
say she wished me b a girl. not shor wot she meens. 
She say i no lay eggs, jus mak big cro. 
i am spending lots of day not in hous. get 2 run and 
jump lots. eet green stuff and bugs. Mama poot me in 
big pen wif lots of green stuff. but i am big enuf 2 b on 
my own. 
wen the big wind and rain cum mama brang me in. i was 
wet. wind and rain blo me fethers. i no like it. big peepl 
say power gorn so no cooking. 
i still sleep in a box but no haf heet lamp eny moor coz i 
am big. in the morning i hang wif mama. i sit on her nee, 
or on her rist. sumtimes i steel her food coz i am farst 
like a ninja an i take the food. i luv the food but not orl 
the stuff mama eets is yummy. 
sumtimes i mak big cro. wen i do mamas poots me in 
the box or out side. i still snuggl nex 2 mama unda her 
hair at nite. mama luvs me, I luv mama. 
this is a foto of bigger me. 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2010 39 153.7 86.4 65.2 67.5 82.8 67.5 162.1 116.8 123.7 109.2 150.8 1224.7 

2011 107 177.3 65.0 36.1 62.9 47.1 84.5 81.0 67.3 32.0 88.3 46.3 894.7 

2012 82.5 94.0 184.9 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 92.1 35.5 34 28 30.1 773.6 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050.8 

2017 67.6 36.2 49.1 61.7 52.5 6.5 92.1 112.4 23.9 100.1 29.3 118.9 760.3 

2018 34.3 6.4 24.9 13.7 49.8 67.2 52.8 81.2 25.1 22.3 75 73.1 525.8 

2019 27.7 13.2 23.8 22.7 105 72.9 83.7 49.4 51.3 34.9 37.9 40.8 563.3 

2020 63.6             

Australia Day 2020 
 
Thanks to everyone who came along on Australia 
Day for breakfast. We hope you enjoyed breakfast 
and the enjoyable and informative talk from Jack 
Harrison. 
Thanks to those who stayed and helped clean up 
and pack up. 
A special thanks to Jack Harrison, the Tatong CFA, 
Marty Burke, Rettke’s Carrier Street Meats, Fruits & 
Fare, the Early Bird Coffee Van and the Tatong 
Community Centre who helped make the morning 
possible. 
Remember it is never too early to start thinking about 
nominations for next year’s Tatong Achiever of the 
Year nominations. 
The recent fires throughout Victoria, and our entire 
country, have been catastrophic and devastating to 
whole communities, both near and far. The damage 
caused to homes, businesses and people's liveli-
hoods has been disastrous and far-reaching.  
 The Good Friday Appeal Committee is currently as-
sessing their fundraising goals for 2020, with the fo-
cus being on seeking opportunities to support the 
Bushfire Appeal. We have always been, and always 
will be, proud and passionate supporters of the RCH. 
But in light of the recent fires that have impacted all 
of us so heavily in so many ways, we are scaling 
back our fundraising on Good Friday 2020 for a 
smaller event.  
 We are proud of our local community's physical, 
emotional and financial commitment to the firefight-
ers, volunteers and victims of the 2019/20 fires, and 
are aware of the overall toll it has had on families, 
businesses and individuals. Many people are not in a 
position to contribute to the level that is necessary to 
have an event the calibre of previous years. This 
would of course be a one-off event, and in 2021 we 
will be back in true form - bigger & better than ever! 
 So how can you still support the Good Friday Ap-
peal? We are still accepting donations for Auction or 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 
A reasonable 25.4mm of rain has fallen till the 15

th
 of February and the total for the whole of January was 63.6mm. Just 

when it seems that the end of the world is near, what with huge bushfires, it rains again as if nothing just happened. 
Mike Larkin                                

Raffle and we are also able to accept monetary do-
nations. 
If you wish to support the Tatong RCH Good Friday 
Appeal and are able to contribute we would sincerely 
appreciate your donation. 
If you are wishing to make a monetary donation, this 
can be done by contacting us and we will arrange a 
Tax Deductible Receipt for you or your business. 
Monetary Donations can be made by Direct Debit, 
Cheque or Cash, with 100% of money received and 
donated being passed onto the Good Friday Appeal. 
Full Details will be in the April Tattler, in the mean-
time make sure you keep an eye on our Facebook 
Page. 
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What’s on this month 
March 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 

 2 Tatong  

Fire Brigade  
Training. 7pm 
Fire Shed.  

3 4 Whitegate 

Community Din-
ner. Tatong Tav-
ern 
  

5  Play group, 

9.30,am  Tatong 
Rec Res  

 6 7 

8 9  10  Mansfield  

Bush Poets. 
Mansfield Library 
3-5pm 

11 . 12 Play 

group, 9.30,am  
Tatong Rec 
Res . 

13 Fish & 

Chip Night. Mo-
lyullah Hall 
5.30pm  

14 

15 16 Tatong  

Fire Brigade  
Training. 7pm 
Fire Shed.           

17 18 Food Han-

dler’s Workshop 
Molyullah Hall. 
&.30pm-
9.30pmS 

19 Play 

group, 9.30,am  
Tatong Rec 
Res . 

20 Girls 

Shed  10.00am 
at Tatong Hall 

21 

22 23 Tatong 

Heritage Group 
Meeting. Tatong 
Hall 4pm 

24 25 26 Play 

group, 9.30,am  
Tatong Rec 
Res . 
  

27 
 
 
 

28 

29 30 31  .   

TATONG MEMORIAL HALL’S NEW COMMITTEE 
The community halls in our region are managed overall 
by DELWP, (Environment, Land, Water and Planning) 
the department of name changes, as some people call 
them and the localised management of the halls is by 
volunteer committees appointed by the Gov. Ministry. 
Elections from the local public are held every three years 
and the committee carries out everything needed for the 
upkeep and improvements to the facility.  
Tatong’s hall committee has just conducted its election, 
chaired by local Councillor Don Firth and has eight mem-
bers re-elected plus one new member who is Julie Rob-
erts. The others are Chair Pat Manser, Secretary Mike 
Larkin, Treasurer Nicole McFarlane and the committee 
members are Joe and Bev Hakkennes, Joan Lewis, 
Gerry Hevey and Rob Erskine. DELWP prefers a limit of 
9 people for such committees. Three previous members, 
Bernie Evans, Barry Lewis and Terry O’Brien resigned 
from the committee but are available to help with working 
bees.  
On behalf of the community and hall committee thanks to 
Bernie, Barry and Terry for their many years of service to 
the hall and community. 
The main hall users are the Girls Shed and Table Tennis, 
otherwise the hall hosts events such as parties, dances, 

weddings, meetings, concerts, wakes and other celebra-
tions. Tatong was fortunate to obtain such a modern brick 
hall when it did because such buildings, like the small rural 
schools, no longer serve the important social role they 
once had before the advances in transport and the devel-
opment of other social outlets. It so happens that the Ta-
tong hall is 50 years old this August and a celebration is 
being planned. Joan Lewis alerted the committee to this 
date at the recent AGM meeting. 
Current plans for the hall are to build a storage room with 

patio and the installation of a weather door at the hall’s 

entry porch. The storage room will replace the shipping 

container presently on site and so the container is for sale 

at $1400, transport to be at the buyers cost and responsi-

bility. Interested buyers contact anyone from the above 

named committee. Another project, undertaken by our lo-

cal Heritage committee, is the creation of a plaque listing 

the winners of Australia Day awards. The plaque to be 

installed beside existing memorials inside the hall. As a 

grateful recipient of this award a reminder to locals to think 

about nominating someone because this recent Australia 

Day we had no nomination for Tatong and we know that 

there are many deserving people around. 

Mike Larkin                                            
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Tattler Advertising Rates    Inc num: A0047895K 

Full Page: 

Single Issue: $32.00 

Six Issues:  $180.00 

Eleven Issues: $320.00 

Half Page: 

Single Issue: $16.00 

Six Issues:  $85.00 

Eleven Issues: $160.00 

Quarter Page or 2 x 1/8th Page: 

Single Issue: $8.00 

Six Issues:  $45.00 

Eleven Issues: $80.00 

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words 
(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page 
ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category must 
be labelled “Promotional Feature”. 

Enquires :Darcy Hogan, 5767 2187 or email 
darcyhogan@bigpond.com 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 
Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 
Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

For those who submit pre-formatted advertisements, the 
size of a half page area is 13.6 x 19 cm and a 1/4 page 
area is 13.6 x 9.3 cm. To avoid distortion to your image, 
please fit your advertisement to these sizes. 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the 
month.  
Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au  

or post to: Darcy Hogan, 150 Mt Joy Rd, Tatong, 
3673. 

Format for Tattler Submissions 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft 
Publisher.  

Text can be submitted in the body of an email; or 
in file formats such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt.  

Photos (as jpgs) can be attached, to be laid out 
by editor. 

If your layout is important, submitting your work in 
MS Publisher is ideal. (The Editor may need to 
adjust your layout.) If laid out in a Word 
document, the text & photos will need to be 
copied into Publisher; however the Editor will 
have an idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to 
extract. 

If you require help, contact one of the Tattler 
committee. 


