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From Humble Beginnings

| had the good fortune to catch up with Maggi Kirk the other day. Maggi and her then
husband Greg ran the Tatong Post Office for some years during the eighties and early
nineties before the Post Office was closed. She was happy to %ive me her recollections
about the origins of The Tatong Tattler, now proudly issuing its 300" edition.

Maggi and Greg were part of a group of local people who instigated The Tatong And
District Progress Association Newsletter In August 1991 it became known as The
Tatong Tattler when a competition was run to establish a masthead which was won by
Larissa Scott, now Larissa Montgomery. Maggi told me the newsletter was started to inform
the community about local events ie. school news, tennis and football club fixtures and
results. The first edition was October 1990 (see centre pages) and held such information as a
raffle to raise funds, the avenue of trees, each of which was sponsored by a local family and
notice of a Progress association meeting.

Maggi would type the newsletter, which was then photocopied at the school and
approximately 100 copies were printed. These were placed in the pigeon holes in the Post
Office, the outlying copies being delivered by the Post Office Contractor who delivered up
the hill towards Tolmie three days a week.

The masthead changed to its present format in October 2000.

~ | After many years of organising the Tatong Tattler, Maggi felt that
|it needed new input and handed over the reigns to Bev
Hakkennes in August1996.

Sallie Hann

Mike and Maeve Larkin
Mike and Maeve produced the Tattler from mid 20000n their
ownd no mean feat. In 2004, the job became too much for them
so they called for volunteers. A committee was formed in July of
that year and Rick Hann took over as editor.

Until 2005, the printing was done at the Tatong Primary School
and by Benalla Printers. When the school closed the committee
bought a printer and Michael Turner donated the computer to
run it. Printing moved in-house. A dedicated team of locals helped with the printing. Mike
Larkin now does the printing all on his own. Thank you Mike.

Rick Hann edited the Tattler until August 2014. Geoff Rintala is the current editor. Geoff is on
holidays at the moment so | am pleased to stand in for him with the honour of editing this, the
300th edition.

Rick Hann
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N THE NEXT MEETING OF THE TATONG AND DISTRICT PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
v WILL BE HELD ON #9th NOVEMBER 1990 AT THE TATONG HALL AT 8. oopm,
TO DISCUSS WHAT OUR  NEXT PROJECT WILL BE. IF YOU YOUR CLUB/GROUP
HAVE ANY IDEAS, PLENSE BRING THEM ALONG TO THE MEETING, "
THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE HELPED AND SUPPORTED US.THUS FAR
BY SPONSERING A TREE IN THE AVENUE, HAVE YOU SEEN IT YBT?
WE ARE HOLDING A RAFFLE TQ RAISE FUNDS, }ICKETS ARE AVAILABLE
FOR 20c EACH OR 6 FOR 81 AT THE TATONG ‘TAVERN DR THE POST OFFICE.
IST PRIZE, A DRESSED LAMB, 2nd PRIZE A POT PLANT.TO BE DRAWN AS SOON
AS ALL TICKETS ARE SOLD.
ADVERTISING SPACE WILL BE AVAILABLE IN OUR NEWSLETTER WHICH WE
HOPE TO PUT OUT MONTHLY, COMMUNITY SERVICE ADS WILL BE FREE,ALL

OTHERS $2.00 EACH.COPY TO THE' POST OFFICE BY THE END OF EACH MONTH
PLEASE.

il '
THIS SATURDAY AT THE TAVERN.:

COME AND SUPPORT THE PIES..
THATS WITH SAUCE TODLLY

OR THE BOMBERS AS YOU HD INTO YOUR HOT

«FOR ONLY £1.00 aND

DOG.

...................

'DON'T FORGET TO BOOK EARLY FOR THIS YEARS
© XMAS PARTIES AND THE NEW YEARS EVE BASH

S % T e LIVE ENTERTAINMENT.

Forerunner of the Tatong Tattler
Tatong andDistrict ProgressAssociationNewsletter
October 1990

The first edition of the Tattler was just one page. 300 editions
and 27 years later the Tattler now averages twenty-four pages,
has dozens of advertisers, has a committee and set of helpers
numbering around 35 people and has a distribution of 350
copies each month, read by over 1000 people.

Wally & Barbara Schafer

(founding members of Tatong newsletter)
| visited Wally who now lives at the Violet Town Bush
Nursing Hospital. Sadly, his wife Barbara died in 2015.

Wally and Barbara were founding members when the
Tatong Newsletter started back in 1990. He is surprised to
hear the Tattler is still going some 27 years later 1
particularly as he said there were some ups and downs in
the early stages. Wally said he was involved in the
administrative side of things and that the credit should go to
the hard working volunteers for the success of the Tattler.

Wally was born in Wurzburg, Germany and arrived in Australia in 1953 aged about 23. He
was a fitter and turner but after the bombardment of Wurzburg during World War 1l (90% of
this town was bombed) he had to do such things as cleaning bricks so buildings and
infrastructure could be rebuilt.

He came to Australia on an adventure hoping to work on the Snowy Hydro Scheme. When
this did not work out he went to Tasmania to work in the copper mines. He eventually went
to Melbourne where he met Barbara. They married and he was happy to stay in Australia.
Wally worked for Turners (later Stanley Tools) as an engineer. He completed his HSC in
English and then went on to teach Trades at Benalla Technical College. He was also an
early director of the North East Credit Union (how GMCU).

They originally came to Benalla in 1968 and lived in many local areas (Lurg/Molyullah/
Warrenbayne) before building in Tatong wh
2000. Wal | y 0 o wn eirsoniethinglthatdstill pleasey hinhas budding was
not his background. He loved his Tatong home and workshop (the envy of many who still
recall his amazing workshop). He remembers the natural beauty of Tatong, as well as the
wonderful wildlife and abundant birdlife.

Thanks go to Wally and Barbara for their contribution to the Tatong Community.
Janette Knapper

ToOo everyone who has
contributed to the

Tatong Tattler,
over the past 300 issues,

in any way.
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50" game for Tatong.

Nicole Ritchie recently played her

( Tatang Prograss Association Nesusletter.)
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and it cost another S/- to have it railed from © 4 '
Benalla to Tatong Railua tati

Senalla to Tatong Railuay station. _ >% MAGPIES
Electricity made its debut in Tatong on 7.2.1957 —~

The 'switch!' was thrown by Tom McCauley.

October 2010
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1st grandchild to Robyn & Les MacLean &
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October 2010

Austrolin 1166, |8

All Tattler sta“, past & present, all deliver-ers,

September 2010 plus colﬂri]wulm's &

October 2010 is
the Tatong Tattler’s
Twentieth Birthday
on October \\”e(]nes(lay 27th starting at 6:30pm.

Tlmrc{orc, a Cc]c])mtol’y Dinner is to be held at the Tatong Tavern
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Jessica and Emma Cavalot
December 2010
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June 1992
November 2002
Katie Smith
Age 4 3
"My Daddy”

Wor |l dos
April 2011

Gr e o=

October 1994 . .
Charlie Lewis, Thomas Osborne

& Ella Montgomery
July 2011
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Night Riders-Log Trucks Part 2
Not a great response to my request for feedback on the
log trucks running at all hours of the night.

One of the problems for us personally is that we live at the

intersection of Tatong and Molyullah Roads. As the

trucks come from Molyullah way and turn the corner, they

are constantly changing gears to reach the 100km limit.
Usually itds quite stildl
magnified. Then of course they come back loaded,

heading to Benalla and having already reached the speed

Il imit (or more) they roar
Vic Roads have put the rumble strips in.

As | explained to Mick Evan
problem with the trucks, as the logs have to be
transported, itbés just the
I donét understand why they

hours and would suggest maybe a curfew needs to be put
in place, like on some Melbourne roads. Say from 6 to 6,

on week days only.

Sometime ago a group from Warrenbayne banded
together and successfully stopped trucks from using
particular roads in that area! Can a group of us try to do
the same thing and lobby for some changes?

You might be experiencing other problems such as dust
from the roads, uncourteous driving etc.

It would be most appreciated if you could please let me
know your thoughts on whether you have a problem like
ours or some other truck issue or whether you are not
bothered by the trucks at all.

Some feedback would be great.
Beth Gregory i johnbethgregory@gmail.com

Samaria Farm

Open Saturdays
and Sundays
8am till 4pm

Café 6
Seasonal, homemade and local menu.

All day breakfast, light lunches, morning
and afternoon tea. Fully licensed.

> 5

cProduce Store 6

Our essential oils, hydrosols, olive oil,
jams, cordials, other local produce
and handmade gifts.

(&) F:acebook
Farm Tours and Group Bookings by appointment

2520 Samaria Road Samaria Vic 3673
Phone: (03) 5768 2225 or 0417 990 764
Email: info@samariafarm.com.au

www.samariafarm.com.au
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Boutique Wines from North East Victoria

Visit our Cellar Door
A NSherPFiVsad $un ) U St
and Public Holidays
|t 6s 1@aMe%PMnoi si er

) ht 2 em

ow

m HWiRery: 035768247¢ n 0 t
Office: 03 9629 3853 _
th E§§69 ga?n%xxa_ RA&g 't
Lo P §bdkhgigdeds V!
(just 15 minutes
west of Tatong)

At the intersection of
Samaria Road and Swanpool Road

www.kooyongacreek.com.au

CHESHUNT WILD DOG

LEAGUE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SUNDAY AUGUST 27" 1.30 P.M. AT
THE MOLYULLAH HALL

An entrapment demonstration will also be given by :
DWELP Wild Dog Controller, Neil Gaudion.

All Welcome.
Enquiries:

Terry Ring Ph 57666356

More Woes from V/Line

On a recent trip to Melbourne, | arrived at Benalla station to
see a bus parked out the front. The bus driver confirmed
that he was replacing the train and taking passengers. He
duly loaded my large case into the cargo hold and | settled
into my seat.

Suddenly the bus driver grabbed his mike and announced
there was an error and the train was running.

By this time the train was already pulling into station and
we all had to scurry to grab our cases and jump onto the
train. Very stressful for me as | knew there would be no
room in the carriage for my case! Thankfully a very
courteous guard helped me.

Wonder where the communications are breaking
down????

to be

t hat

Music and Art In the Garden at Birchwood

Near Bonalla 7. - 84 Octobor

633 0Dea Rd, olyulah kot o (81 Bchond Tos Bl

Open 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Entry $6. 18 & Under Free. Directions on website. Ph. 03576 66275
North East Artisans exhibition & sales in the garden with Benalla Senior Music Students performing I
Crafts & plant sales. Morning & Afternoon Tea and sandwiches, Children's activities, Spend the day with us! '™
Vast range of Spring bulbs & perennials on display in sloping one acre garden. Over 200 different salvias,

Garden sculptures & features and shaded spaces with views of rolling hlls
All Proceeds to: Benalla & Wangaratta Hospitals & Cancer Council
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Some History About the Tattler
I first knew of the Tattl er
Samaria, between 1989 and 1997, when we would
occasionally find a copy in our mailbox. One memory of it
sticks in my mind and that was the cricket articles by Max
Jones. Max was a writer of the creative style which gave

his stories a Omust reado e
think, in a cri c ktetstilsteapimgr t |,
kidney lay | implyébnathevkd

the havoc wreaked by a viciously delivered ball to the
hapless batsman! Unfortunat
too vivid for a small town newsletter and he eventually
took his talent elsewhere.

This article is one of a number dealing with the history
aspects of the Tattler so there may be some repeats of
stories. | spoke to Greg Kirk, Bev Hakkennes, Kerryn
Gaudion to gather more detail as they were the
successive Tattler producers before me and wife Maeve.
As Maeve and | started to 0
the job we called a meeting to gain support and got it. The
excellent committee of 10 which the Tattler now has
works consistently year after year to keep the editions
running. By spreading the workload the job is rewarding
but not too hard.

Firstly Greg, who was an original member of the Tatong
Progress Association which started in 1990, and one of
the first people to type the newsletter. Greg lived in the
general store, Post Office situated opposite the Tavern
with his then wife Maggi (who is spoken of in another
article) and he now lives in Swanpool. The newsletter
eventually became a more general district newsletter
called the Tatong Tattler with news and notices about
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A Post and Wire
A Post Driving A Post Hole Dig
A With over 25 years experience A
A Post and Rail A Stock Yards A Horse
A Slashing A Pipe Laying to Stock

more than just the Progress Association. The newsletter
‘é"’i‘ﬁ ll?fllé“ﬁd cpurtepy of Iggne Figkjng and thegPdmagy; | | 6 i n
chool.

The Progress Association also initiated the renovation of

the Tatong bridge picni cDeptr ea,
of name @ardthe getirg dp of Neighbourhood

Wateh led by Ray Fransico. Tgtige plantation algng the ¢
nqrtlb5|d§ncg the Tatgng- Moowgag Rd may also have been
étgt@qepétge Aﬁspc&\\yo g and then at a later stage Anne

Doherty was the initiator of the south side tree planting plus

ling theygaps, Gused\py dead freegyon (he north gidey 4 g
Some of the original committee of the Progress

Association were Wally Schafer, Pat Manser, Peter Maher

and Greg Kirk and Irene Anderson. Other active locals
around that time were the Hakke
Heveys, Manser s, Evans, Erskine
mention, the Lindsays Rosemary Williams, Nita McCauly

and Max Jones. As | am a relative newcomer, | am

BM&nfioRing shgse BeoRjgithatyh do know abeup butthere are o
many others who contributed in other areas such as sport

plus all of the committees which keep a community alive.

An example of community action was the 60 people who

attended the launch of Neighbourhood Watch in Tatong

At some stage the young Larissa Scott (now Montgomery)

won a school competition to design the heading for the
newsletter. | believe that the three hills depicted in the

original (and the current logo), depict the wavy line created

by the junction of the forest and farmland on the first hillside

when looking toward Tatong. This view can be seen from a

point just after the Hollands Creek Bridge at about the

17.5km mark, when driving toward Tatong from Benalla.

Maeve and | arrived in Tatong in 1997 and became \

3 1‘1": 'Jsi", -

ABN 59 349 567 286
1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673
Email: bustedacre@people.net.au
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' sos to SPECIALISING IN
>NEWLAWNS >LAWNRENOVATIONS > LANDSCAPING

>PAVINGISTONEWORK > IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

AL30 AVAILABLE
>SMALL TRACTOR WORK. »>ROTARYHOEING > SLASHING/MOWING
»POSTHOLING > FRONT ENDLOADER » SOIL MOVING/LEVELING

LI YEARS ARN
HORTICULTURE
EXFERIENCE 03 846 8

GARRY RUIGROK. MOB:0#19 893 286
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Auguat - According 1o Da. Tim Extwbiotle's
wyslem of Yt stasoms (you may recall my
cwnlier anticle) - W%Wo{cw .....

Sprinter (August and September), the
early Australian spring, starts my
seasonal year. It’'s when the bush-
land and our gardens burst into
flower. It’s also when that quintes- .
sential Australian plant, the wattle, is ; :
in peak flowering across Australia.

Whilst | would like a prettier word than “Sprinter” - | like
the idea that we are moving away from the cold and
duller days of Winter. As
well as the Acacias starting
to flower, | like to watch the
Almond trees at the top of
my neighbour’s driveway -
harbingers of Spring - they
. are the first to blossom.

Growing Citrws - When starting the garden here, some
citrus were amongst the first fruiting trees that we
planted. A Lime, two different types of Naval Orange, a
Valencia, Seville (with Marmalade in mind) two different
Mandarins and a Tangelo. All of which were planted in
a couple of rows along a fence.

The following summer brought the worst grasshopper
plague that | have seen here, and the citrus trees were
only saved by being swathed in lots of old net curtains
from the Op Shop. Even then they were pretty well
chewed and only just struggled back to life - this was
when | learned not to prune until they had sorted them-
selves out. To this day they are a bit too scraggley (a
word for John Knapper) around their lower limbs.

Over the years some have thrived, while others have
slowly declined. First to go were a
couple of Mandarines - but this was
an accident with a husband and a
ride on lawn mower (he didn’t quite
come off unscathed either, but
some stitches and a rest helped
there) then the next to leave us was
the Tangello - taking its lovely fruit
with it, followed by one of the Naval
Oranges. The Grapefruit is still
hanging in, but clearly its days are
numbered.
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C(a Vdel/\/ DAZE thevest time to plant a tree is 20 years ago - the next best time is now }

| could see no reason for their decline and extra TLC
only seemed to make it worse. Therefore | was very in-
terested in a story on Gardening Australia about grow-

ing citrus successfully. lan Tolley a long time cit-
" rus grower advised:

“Make up your mind that the variety is what you want,
get the right rootstock, make sure that you plant it
- properly, make sure the nutrition is ok and learn to
' shape the tree - you're there for life, because generally
" no matter where you are living, you can grow a good
variety, so long as you get the right rootstock - that's
the important thing - so the selection of the variety is not as
important as having the rootstock, because that does so many
things for you. We're aiming to put a root system underneath
your variety which is resistant to plant pests and diseases in
the soil. We're also going to influence the maturity of the
fruit, we're going to improve the quality of the fruit - all of
those things are very important - so we need to select the right
rootstock for the right area, the right soil, the right climate -
all of those factors."

Ahh | see....l have no idea what rootstock any of my
citrus have been grown on - maybe at the nursery | was
asked, but at that stage being new to the area, any ad-
vice | would have given them would have been some-
what uninformed.

Curiosity had me looking in the bookshelf for the Citrus
Catalogue | had from when we made those long ago
purchases.

Sure enough on page 4 under the heading Considering
Purchase of Trees is the advice:

Remember these points before you commit yourself:

1. Is the rootstock best suited to my soil type and loca-
tion?
2. Is the budline one that is proven in my area?
3. Is the rootstock-scion combination

safe and the best for my area in terms of
tree life, production and fruit quality?

Independent advice on these matters can be
obtained from your local Department of
Agriculture, Horticultural Officer.

lan Tolley’s Chart for Consideration
when Choosing Citrus is on the next
N page and next month - | will try to distil
his wisdom on citrus
planting and care.

Kath yz
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PIG MANURE

FRESH, DRY
AND SEPARATED.

8 METRES - $150
DELIVERED LOCALLY

CALL RUSSELL 1 5766 6250

involved with the newsletter in about 2000 and eventually
took on the whole job. | needed to become better known
in the district so that | could get enough work, as an
electrician, to pay off our first time mortgage - fiyou get out
what you put in! 0

Also, as a part time artist and having grown up in small
towns | wanted to write and draw cartoons plus help
create community spirit and connection. While | liked to
write Maeve did the typing and layout and | organized the
distribution and deliveries. Since those days of
handwritten articles | have learned to touch type, a useful
skill, and most articles now arrive as email with or without
photo or advert attachments.

We have had loyal deliverers from day one and now there
are about 20 zones and 18 deliverers encompassing the
district which includes Samaria, Moorngag, Karn,
Whitegate, Emu Bridge, Molyullah and the whole Tatong
valley. Benalla currently has 23 deliveries mainly to
people previously living in the delivery district. We print
and deliver 350 with about 50 online readers. By using the
Tattlerds own printer the mont
about $250 according to the amount of paper and toner
used. At 11 editions per year that is an annual cost of
$2750 which is largely covered by our ads and donations.
In my early days with the Tattler only about 120 copies
were printed and delivered mainly to the Tatong valley
only and our financial status was usually precarious then
critical when no longer able to print at the school. While
Benalla Council grants helped in those difficult times,
buying our own printer and attracting sufficient paying ads

and donations was the eventual solution.
Mike Larkin
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