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August 2017   EDITION 300 

Donation: $1 

Greg Kirk 
Founder  

Maggi Kirk 
First Editor 

From Humble Beginnings 
 

I had the good fortune to catch up with Maggi Kirk the other day.  Maggi and her then 
husband Greg ran the Tatong Post Office for some years during the eighties and early 
nineties before the Post Office was closed.  She was happy to give me her recollections 
about the origins of The Tatong Tattler, now proudly issuing its 300

th
 edition. 

 
 Maggi and Greg were part of a group of local people who  instigated The Tatong And 
District Progress Association Newsletter  .  In August 1991 it became known as The 
Tatong Tattler when a competition was run to establish a masthead which was won by 
Larissa Scott, now Larissa Montgomery.  Maggi told me the newsletter was started to inform 
the community about local events ie.  school news, tennis and football club fixtures and 
results.  The first edition was October 1990 (see centre pages) and held such information as a 
raffle to raise funds, the avenue of trees, each of which was sponsored by a local family and 
notice of a Progress association meeting. 
 
Maggi would type the newsletter, which was then photocopied at the school and 
approximately 100 copies were printed.  These were placed in the pigeon holes in the Post 
Office, the  outlying copies being delivered by the Post Office Contractor who delivered up 
the hill towards Tolmie three days a week. 

 
The masthead changed to its present format in October 2000. 
 
After many years of organising the Tatong Tattler, Maggi felt that 
it needed new input and handed over the reigns to Bev 
Hakkennes in August1996. 

 
Sallie Hann 

Forerunner of the Tatong Tattler - 

Tatong and District Progress Association Newsletter 

October 1990 

The first edition of the Tattler was just one page. 300 editions 

and 27 years later the Tattler now averages twenty-four pages, 

has dozens of advertisers, has a committee and set of helpers 

numbering around 35 people and has a distribution of 350 

copies each month, read by over 1000 people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wally was born in Wurzburg, Germany and arrived in Australia in 1953 aged about 23.  He 
was a fitter and turner but after the bombardment of Wurzburg during World War II (90% of 
this town was bombed) he had to do such things as cleaning bricks so buildings and 
infrastructure could be rebuilt.   

He came to Australia on an adventure hoping to work on the Snowy Hydro Scheme.  When 
this did not work out he went to Tasmania to work in the copper mines.  He eventually went 
to Melbourne where he met Barbara.  They married and he was happy to stay in Australia.  
Wally worked for Turners (later Stanley Tools) as an engineer.  He completed his HSC in 
English and then went on to teach Trades at Benalla Technical College.  He was also an 
early director of the North East Credit Union (now GMCU).   

They originally came to Benalla in 1968 and lived in many local areas (Lurg/Molyullah/
Warrenbayne) before building in Tatong where they lived from the late 1980ôs to the year 
2000.  Wally ñowner builtò many homes ï something that still pleases him as building was 
not his background.   He loved his Tatong home and workshop (the envy of many who still 
recall his amazing workshop).   He remembers the natural beauty of Tatong, as well as the 
wonderful wildlife and abundant birdlife.   

Thanks go to Wally and Barbara for their contribution to the Tatong Community.   
Janette Knapper 

Wally & Barbara Schafer 
(founding members of Tatong newsletter) 

I visited Wally who now lives at the Violet Town Bush 
Nursing Hospital.  Sadly, his wife Barbara died in 2015.  

Wally and Barbara were founding members when the 
Tatong Newsletter started back in 1990.  He is surprised to 
hear the Tattler is still going some 27 years later ï 
particularly as he said there were some ups and downs in 
the early stages.  Wally said he was involved in the 
administrative side of things and that the credit should go to 
the hard working volunteers for the success of the Tattler.  

Mike and Maeve Larkin 
Mike and Maeve produced the Tattler from mid 2000on their 
ownðno mean feat. In 2004, the job became too much for them 
so they called for volunteers. A committee was formed in July of 
that year and Rick Hann took over as editor. 

Until 2005, the printing was done at the Tatong Primary School 
and by Benalla Printers. When the school closed the committee 
bought a printer  and Michael Turner donated the computer to 

run it. Printing moved in-house. A dedicated team of locals helped with the printing. Mike 
Larkin now does the printing all on his own. Thank you Mike. 

Rick Hann edited the Tattler until August 2014. Geoff Rintala is the current editor. Geoff is on 
holidays at the moment so I am pleased to stand in for him with the honour of editing this, the 
300th edition. 

Rick Hann 
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December 1990 

December 1990ðNew masthead 

June 1992 

September 1991 

October 1994 

November 2002 

The Tatong Magpies cricket club grand final team 2009-10  

May 2010 

June 2010 
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August 2010 

August 2010 

September 2010 

Whitegate 
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1st grandchild to Robyn & Les MacLean 

October 2010 

October 2010 

October 2010 

Jessica and Emma Cavalot 

December 2010 

Worldôs Greatest Shave 

April 2011 

May 2011 

June 2011 

Tattler Committee June 2011 

Charlie Lewis, Thomas Osborne 

& Ella Montgomery  

July 2011 
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Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 
8am till 4pm 

òCafé ó 

òProduce Store ó 

Seasonal, homemade and local menu. 
All day breakfast, light lunches, morning 

and afternoon tea. Fully licensed. 

Our essential oils, hydrosols, olive oil, 

jams, cordials, other local produce 

and handmade gifts. 

2520 Samaria Road Samaria Vic 3673 
Phone: (03) 5768 2225 or 0417 990 764  

Email: info@samariafarm.com.au 

www.samariafarm.com.au  

Farm Tours and Group Bookings by appointment 

Samaria Farm 

Night Riders-Log Trucks Part 2 
Not a great response to my request for feedback on the 
log trucks running at all hours of the night. 

One of the problems for us personally is that we live at the 
intersection of Tatong and Molyullah Roads.  As the 
trucks come from Molyullah way and turn the corner, they 
are constantly changing gears to reach the 100km limit.  
Usually itôs quite still at night and sounds just seem to be 
magnified. Then of course they come back loaded, 
heading to Benalla and having already reached the speed 
limit (or more) they roar past.  Itôs even noisier now that 
Vic Roads have put the rumble strips in. 

As I explained to Mick Evans from HVP, we havenôt got a 
problem with the trucks, as the logs have to be 
transported, itôs just the hours that they do it! 

I donôt understand why they canôt operate in daylight 
hours and would suggest maybe a curfew needs to be put 
in place, like on some Melbourne roads.  Say from 6 to 6, 
on week days only. 

Sometime ago a group from Warrenbayne banded 
together and successfully stopped trucks from using 
particular roads in that area!  Can a group of us try to do 
the same thing and lobby for some changes? 

You might be experiencing other problems such as dust 
from the roads, uncourteous driving etc.  

It would be most appreciated if you could please let me 
know your thoughts on whether you have a problem like 
ours or some other truck issue or whether you are not 
bothered by the trucks at all. 

Some feedback would be great. 

Beth Gregory ï johnbethgregory@gmail.com 

CHESHUNT  WILD  DOG  

LEAGUE 
ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

SUNDAY   AUGUST 27TH   1.30 P.M.   AT  

THE  MOLYULLAH  HALL  

An entrapment demonstration will also be given by : 

DWELP Wild Dog Controller, Neil Gaudion. 

All Welcome. 

Enquiries:         Terry Ring   Ph  57666356  

More Woes from V/Line  

On a recent trip to Melbourne, I arrived at Benalla station to 
see a bus parked out the front.  The bus driver confirmed 
that he was replacing the train and taking passengers. He 
duly loaded my large case into the cargo hold and I settled 
into my seat. 

Suddenly the bus driver grabbed his mike and announced 
there was an error and the train was running. 

By this time the train was already pulling into station and 
we all had to scurry to grab our cases and jump onto the 
train. Very stressful for me as I knew there would be no 
room in the carriage for my case!  Thankfully a very 
courteous guard helped me.  

Wonder where the communications are breaking 
down????  
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Å Post and Wire  

Å Post Driving Å Post Hole Digging  

Å With over 25 years experience Å Farm Fencing  

Å Post and Rail Å Stock Yards Å Horse Shelters Å Frontend Loader  

Å Slashing Å Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

ABN 59 349 567 286  

1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  
Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 

Some History About the Tattler 
I first knew of the Tattler when living óover the hillô in 
Samaria, between 1989 and 1997, when we would 
occasionally find a copy in our mailbox. One memory of it 
sticks in my mind and that was the cricket articles by Max 
Jones. Max was a writer of the creative style which gave 
his stories a ómust readô edge, for me. Who else would 
think, in a cricket report, to mention; ñthe still steaming 
kidney lay limply in the keeperôs glove éò a vivid image of 
the havoc wreaked by a viciously delivered ball to the 
hapless batsman! Unfortunately Maxôs writing was a tad 
too vivid for a small town newsletter and he eventually 
took his talent elsewhere. 
This article is one of a number dealing with the history 
aspects of the Tattler so there may be some repeats of 
stories. I spoke to Greg Kirk, Bev Hakkennes, Kerryn 
Gaudion to gather more detail as they were the 
successive Tattler producers before me and wife Maeve. 
As Maeve and I started to óburn outô with the demands of 
the job we called a meeting to gain support and got it. The 
excellent committee of 10 which the Tattler now has 
works consistently year after year to keep the editions 
running. By spreading the workload the job is rewarding 
but not too hard. 
Firstly Greg, who was an original member of the Tatong 
Progress Association which started in 1990, and one of 
the first people to type the newsletter. Greg lived in the 
general store, Post Office situated opposite the Tavern 
with his then wife Maggi (who is spoken of in another 
article) and he now lives in Swanpool. The newsletter 
eventually became a more general district newsletter 
called the Tatong Tattler with news and notices about 

more than just the Progress Association. The newsletter 
was printed courtesy of Irene Erskine and the Primary 
School. 
 The Progress Association also initiated the renovation of 
the Tatong bridge picnic area, in association with the óDept. 
of name changesô and the setting up of Neighbourhood 
Watch led by Ray Fransico. The tree plantation along the 
north side of the Tatong-Moorngag Rd may also have been 
started by the Association and then at a later stage Anne 
Doherty was the initiator of the south side tree planting plus 
filling the gaps caused by dead trees on the north side. 
 Some of the original committee of the Progress 
Association were Wally Schafer, Pat Manser, Peter Maher 
and Greg Kirk and Irene Anderson. Other active locals 
around that time were the Hakkennesô, Ritchies, Scotts, 
Heveys, Mansers, Evans, Erskines, too many Lewisôs to 
mention, the Lindsays Rosemary Williams, Nita McCauly 
and Max Jones. As I am a relative newcomer, I am 
mentioning those people that I do know about, but there are 
many others who contributed in other areas such as sport 
plus all of the committees which keep a community alive. 
An example of community action was the 60 people who 
attended the launch of Neighbourhood Watch in Tatong 
At some stage the young Larissa Scott (now Montgomery) 
won a school competition to design the heading for the 
newsletter. I believe that the three hills depicted in the 
original (and the current logo), depict the wavy line created 
by the junction of the forest and farmland on the first hillside 
when looking toward Tatong. This view can be seen from a 
point just after the Hollands Creek Bridge at about the 
17.5km mark, when driving toward Tatong from Benalla. 
Maeve and I arrived in Tatong in 1997 and became 
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            PIG MANURE 

          FRESH, DRY 

        AND SEPARATED. 

 

        8 METRES - $150 
        DELIVERED LOCALLY  

 

           CALL RUSSELL ï 5766 6250 

involved with the newsletter in about 2000 and eventually 
took on the whole job. I needed to become better known 
in the district so that I could get enough work, as an 
electrician, to pay off our first time mortgage - ñyou get out 
what you put in!ò  
Also, as a part time artist and having grown up in small 
towns I wanted to write and draw cartoons plus help 
create community spirit and connection. While I liked to 
write Maeve did the typing and layout and I organized the 
distribution and deliveries. Since those days of 
handwritten articles I have learned to touch type, a useful 
skill, and most articles now arrive as email with or without 
photo or advert attachments.  
We have had loyal deliverers from day one and now there 
are about 20 zones and 18 deliverers encompassing the 
district which includes Samaria, Moorngag, Karn, 
Whitegate, Emu Bridge, Molyullah and the whole Tatong 
valley. Benalla currently has 23 deliveries mainly to 
people previously living in the delivery district. We print 
and deliver 350 with about 50 online readers. By using the 
Tattlerôs own printer the monthly cost for each edition is 
about $250 according to the amount of paper and toner 
used. At 11 editions per year that is an annual cost of 
$2750 which is largely covered by our ads and donations. 
In my early days with the Tattler only about 120 copies 
were printed and delivered mainly to the Tatong valley 
only and our financial status was usually precarious then 
critical when no longer able to print at the school. While 
Benalla Council grants helped in those difficult times, 
buying our own printer and attracting sufficient paying ads 
and donations was the eventual solution. 

Mike Larkin 


