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MORE ABOUT THE TATTLERôS 300TH EDITION 

The Tattler team is getting excited about the 300th edi-

tion to be published this August because it gives us a 

chance to be a little extravagant with it. I can say that 

it will include some colour, Tattler history and inter-

views. 

Anyone with stories and suggestions please write, 
email or ring someone that you know who is on the 
team so that your items can be included. Otherwise 
email via the Tattler address  
tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au or myself at 
mdlarx@activ8.net.au  or ring me on 57672323 or 
0428273613 
Mike Larkin                                     

Tatong Input Needed! 

 Or we will have to change the masthead to the 
"Molyullah Tattler". That would be just terrible as it 
doesnôt scan very well*. We have fantastic input 
from Janette, John, Kathy, Carla, etc ï come on 
Tatongites!  

* If you are wondering what exactly óscanô means 
in this context, consider the following limerick: 

ñThere was a young man of Japan, whose limer-
icks no-one could scan. When told this was so, he 
replied yes I know, but I try to fit as many words 
into the last line as I possibly can.ò 

Andrea Stevenson 

Important Notice  

The Tattler archive is missing hard copies of the 
following 4 Tattlers. If anyone has any of these 
copies the Tattler would appreciate being able to 
copy and scan them before returning them to you. 

Contact the Tattler at  

tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au or a committee 
member. 
 
#30 April 1993  

#52 Feb 1995 
#58 Aug 1995 
#74 Dec 1996 
Just for interest, the Tatong Tattler started off 
named the Tatong and District Progress Associa-
tion Newsletter in October 1990. The name was 
changed to the  Tatong Tattler with issue 10 in Au-
gust 1991. 

mailto:tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au
mailto:mdlarx@activ8.net.au
mailto:tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au
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Tatong Tavern 

2581 Tatong Road Tatong Vic 3673 Phone 57672210 

www.tatongtavern.com.au  or visit us at our Facebook page 

JUNE                        WELCOME TO WINTER                        2017 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ Ƙƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ōŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƭŘΣ ǊŀƛƴȅΣ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ǿŜǘ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ōƛƎ 

juicy oranges ready to be picked on our orange tree at home. There are little tiny winter robins flying around our gar-

ŘŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ bh ŘǳŎƪǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŀƳǎΦ  L Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎΩ ƴŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

branches.  The bulbs in the garden are just poking their heads up out of the ground. The dog is on a mission every day 

to nose its way inside to lay sprawled in front of the Coonara heater.  Speaking of Coonara, we have dusted off the 

ǿƻƻŘ ǎǇƭƛǘǘŜǊ ϑhƴŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ōƻȅΩǎ ǘƻȅǎϒΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ 

horse has been resurrected from the shed to be employed full time throughout winter and the rose bushes are 

ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ L Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜƳ άtw¦b9 a9 bh²έΣ ŀƴŘ L ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ōŀŎƪΣέ L ²L[[Η  ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎǇŀǊŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘέΣ ϑǿƘƛŎƘ 

are, few and far between}.  I am sure I could find a few more reasons why we know winter is here, but I only have lim-

ited page space for this Ad, so on that note welcome to winter.     P.S. The Winter Solstice is on June21st which denotes 

the least hours of daylight.  

²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ /ŜƭǘƛŎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ YǊƛǎǘŜƴ aŀǊǊƛƻǘ ŀƴŘ .ŀƴŘ bŜǎǎƛŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴ ƻƴ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ Řŀȅ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǘπ

tler that we were going to have them play on this particular day so advertising was limited, but to make up for that 

little hitch, we are amazingly fortunate in having them back for June to play on Sunday 11th June from 11a.m. onwards, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 

good food, wine and music. See you there. 

  I THOUGHT I WOULD PUT IN A JOKE JUST TO RELIEVE THE WINTER BLUES.  

 Irish maid joke - A society lady runs into the employment office one day and demands a maid "right now". It seems 

she's having a dinner party that night and her maid quit. The guy in the agency explains that all the girls he has right now 

have just gotten off the boat from Ireland. They're untrained. The lady says she'll train the girl but needs someone right 

away. The agency guy asks for volunteers and Molly comes forward. She agrees to go and be trained. Well, the dinner 

party comes and goes and works out just fine. Molly does a great job. The next morning, the lady's walking down the 

upstairs hall and sees Molly in one of the guest rooms. Looks like she's making the bed but she's just standing there. Cu-

rious, the woman walks in and looks over Molly's shoulder. There on the bed lies a condom. The lady turns bright red 

and tries to laugh it off. "Why Molly," she says, "Surely you have those in Ireland, don't you?" Molly: "Shurin we do 
madam, but we don't skin em." 

 

SUNDAY 11
TH

 JUNE  CELTIC MUSIC WITH  BAND NESSIE ð Kristen Marriott and  Celtic Band Nessie will be 

playing at the Tavern from 11 a.m. onwards. Come and enjoy a meal and drinks and kick up your heels to some Celtic 

thunder. 

WEDNESDAY WALLET WATCHERS  Special discounted meals  

THURSDAY POT AND PARMA NIGHT  Come in and enjoy a parma from the chefs selection and receive 

a complimentary beer.  

FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR AND RAFFLE      HAPPY HOUR 5.30p.m. -7p.m.RCH Good Friday Ap-

peal Raffle every Friday night. Come and support the Childrens hospital.    $1 per ticket  

- 1ST  PRIZE MEAT TRAY    2 ND  PRIZE CHOOK  

SUNDAY NIGHT DINNER Enjoy our new Sunday Night dinner available from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m  

http://www.tatongtavern.com.au
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FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS 

DOMESTIC AND AGRICULTURAL 

BEATON'S PLUMBING  

BENALLA PTY LTD  
Lic No.40467 

Telephone Office 03 5762 5999 

Mobile Paul 0408 579 906 

After Hours 03 5762 7415 
* Drainage * 

* Gasfitting Hot Water Installations *  

* Roofing * 

* Spouting * 

* Sanitary * 

* Septic Installations and Cleaning * 

* Sewer Blockages * 

* Water Supply * 

 

     

            PIG MANURE 

          FRESH, DRY 

        AND SEPARATED. 

 

        8 METRES - $150 

        DELIVERED LOCALLY 

 

           CALL RUSSELL ς 5766 6250 
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Whatõs Happening at Molly Rose?  

Okay, so I still have another week and a half in the sling, but they have started me on some exercises to get the elbow 

moving again ï stretching it out and twisting palm up, palm down ï I think the muscles and tendons hurt more than the 

elbow now. Still, Iôm actually typing this with two hands, although Iôd better not overdo it. 

Itôs certainly been a trying time for us all, so much I canôt do, combine that with Timôs chronic illness, three boys on the 

autism spectrum, overrun by mice and Timôs mum passing away, well, thereôve been times when weôve all fallen in a 

heap, but we keep getting back up again, and thatôs what counts. 

As to whatôs happening at Molly Rose, we know 

that not only is Lord DarkBar a drake, so are 

Lightning and ShadowKing. We are not sure that 

Smoke is a drake, but think he might be. Then 

there is Lady Light, Queen Emerald and Shad-

owCircle 1 & 2 who we think are all ducks. An 

even split! And Lightning has injured his foot ï I 

donôt think itôs broken, but he is missing a claw 

and struggling to move, so a splint of some kind 

is required, and maybe some help to get it on. 

Will have to separate him as he is not getting 

enough to eat because he is hardly moving. 

    

While we were away for Timôs mumôs funeral, 

the adorable and quirky Float passed away on the 

same day as the funeral. Fortunately, Cheryl, 

who was feeding, releasing and moving all the 

animals every morning while we were away, buried her beneath one of the lemon trees. We were very sad to lose Float 

even though she was not a productive member of our flock. She was Kaelôs favourite. 

With Cherylôs help all the bananas, chillies and exotics are in big pots and a new garden bed created and planted out at 

the east end of the house. Now I am salivating over Diggers catalogues and choosing a variety of trees for wind and fire-

breaks as well as shade and food, and of course, looking at what berry plants and fruit trees I need to add, as well as a 

few vintage roses. 

And a big thank you to Geoff and John 

who locked up the poultry every eve-

ning while we were away. 

 

On the arts front, Broken River Writ-

ers, a new group under the North East 

Artisan umbrella, received a grant 

from Tomorrow Today to run Discov-

ery Workshops where guest speakers 

will run mini writing workshops ï 

open to all ages and levels of writing. 

Writerôs Corner, which is a part of 

Broken River Writers, meet on the last 

Wednesday of the month at 5pm at the 

Benalla Library aka Weary Dunlop 

Learning Centre, where we talk about 

our writing, share, get help and advice. 

Right now we are having a bit of fun 

writing to themes ï this month is grief 

or, you can write a piece using the following prompt, "He had enjoyed ten years of being totally irresponsible". Next 

Writerôs Corner is Wednesday 31st. 

Keeping it short, using two arms is tiring and the right one can only do so much 

                                                                                                         Carla  
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Å Post and Wire  

Å Post Driving Å Post Hole Digging  

Å With over 25 years experience Å Farm Fencing  

Å Post and Rail Å Stock Yards Å Horse Shelters Å Frontend Loader  

Å Slashing Å Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

ABN 59 349 567 286  

1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  
Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
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Coincidence     John Knapper 

John Morrison Clarke  (29 July 1948 ï 9 April 2017) 

   Comedian / satirist, John Clarke, died while 

bushwalking with his family 9
th
 April 2017. For 

many years he was probably best known for 

the long running series, Clarke and Dawe, 

with Bryan Dawe. These went to air on the 

ABC once a week, but John Clarke would be 

working on several at once. They would film 

two each week and then decide which would 

go to air.  

   The final episode was filmed at the ABC stu-

dios, Southbank, on 5
th
 April, only days before Clarkeôs death. The previously unseen sketch has 

been released with permission from Clarkeôs family and Bryan Dawe. It can be viewed on line by 

searching óJohn Clarkeô or óClarke and Daweô. 

   In this final episode, Clarke plays a National Broadband Network employee discussing neolo-

gisms. It starts:- 

   ñA neologism, Bryan, is simply a term, or a word, or a phrase which has come into the language 

fairly recentlyò Clarke says. 

   Dawe asks: ñLike what?òéé. 

 
   Regular Tattler readers will be familiar with Vin Masters and his contributions. Vinôs contribution 

in the May edition was titled óNeologismiaô. This piece was received at the Tattler late March. I 

canôt help but suppose that Vin Masters and John Clarke would have been formulating their works 

on the same topic at the same timeééé 

 

  Vin, what do you think? 

   At the end of Vinôs May article he concluded with: óWe may accept new words, whether justifiable 

or otherwise, but the recent spate of murder and mayhem in the news bulletins prompts the ques-

tion, does anyone know if it has been proposed to delete ójusticeô from the dictionary?ô 

   Along the same line, I think there are many other words the world seems to have lost touch with. 

Just a few that spring to mind immediately are: compassion, empathy, understanding, humanity / 

humaneness, sympathyéé 

   It brings to mind the chorus of a 1960s song by Joe South:  

   Walk a mile in my shoes, walk a mile in my shoes. 

   Yeah.before you abuse, criticize and accuse, walk a mile in my shoes. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-10/best-of-clarke-and-dawe/8430226
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limiting 

the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 

 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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OPEN INVITATION 

The best way to find a school to suit your child is to visit and to watch classes in action, so 
please come along! 

Open classroom dates: 

Swanpool Campus Friday June 2nd, 9am to 11.30am 

Baddaginnie Campus Tuesday June 6th, 9am to 11.30am 

Join us in the classroom and then for morning tea.  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Baddaginnie/Swanpool 

School News 
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See  Page 13 for Answers 

Benalla in Danger 

On ANZAC day, we remember soldiers of Australia and 
New Zealand who served and died in a great war. Coinci-
dentally, at the time of Anzac commemorations of 2017, 
something dire must have been going down locally. An 
international distress signal was displayed on the edge of 
Benalla township! 

Council Employees placed seven banners bearing the Aus-
tralian Flag, upside-down, upon the seven flagpoles which 
stand on the Sydney Rd / Samaria Rd roundabout. The 
inverted flag has long been a sign of distress. What did 
this signal to southbound traffic mean? An alien invasion? 
North Korea targeting the Monash Bridge? Donald Trump 
mentioning Benalla in a tweet? And why only to 
southbound traffic?  

But fear not, the impending calamity must have been di-
verted. The following day, Council employees returned, 
and spent a few more hours taking the banners down, 
and putting them up again with their flags the right way 
up.  

Given that we the ratepayers paid for the extra hours, I do 
hope plenty of thought had gone into the deployment of 
this means of distress signal. There have been others 
forms of communication developed in recent times... like, 
the telegraph. 

Andrea Stevenson 
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Molyullah Musings June 2017 

 

Not a lot to report this month ς hope to have more news in July.  Please let me know any events etc. you 

would like to appear in the Tattler.  We have had a busy month on the home front but found time to pho-

tograph a visitor who was passing through our top paddock:   

 

 

The next Molyullah Dinner will be held on Thursday, 1 June at the Tatong Tavern.  When booking please let 

them know to include you on the Molyullah Table.   

Cheers, 

Janette 

Future Prediction 

¢ŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƻƴǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛǘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 

People will soon get tired of looking at a plywood box every night. 

Daryl Zunuck  

Executive at 20th Century Fox 1946 
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SOCIAL EVOLUTION (part two)  

To continue on from last month with my interest and obser-

vations about social evolution:  

While Facebook, social media and the internet as a whole 

is a wonderful new tool for knowledge and social connec-

tivity it is also a labyrinth for some of the worst characteris-

tics of humanity. Apart from the ransomware, spam, phish-

ing, predation, robbery and other cybercrimes, there are 

concerns about the physical and mental side effects of 

excessive, ubiquitous and unsupervised computer and 

mobile phone usage by children. 

 The most frustrating aspect of social media for me has 

been the pressure to conform over partisan politics, ideal-

istic environmental concerns and other ways for me to 

ñsuck eggs,ò much of it from kids ñbarely out of nappies.ò It 

is a bit like having missionaries and salespersons clamour-

ing for attention every time you open the house door! The 

notion of ñrespect for your eldersò has become practically 

redundant in the social media world and oldies like me are 

witnessing what is almost a reversal of that maxim. Fortu-

nately on Facebook there is the usual family news and 

birthdays plus chortling babies and the antics of cats and 

reckless youths to provide comic relief and inspiration. 

The internet has taken the world by storm and we are ex-

periencing valuable new ways of communicating as well as 

the struggle to cope with online criminals, incomplete rules 

of etiquette and examples of personal abuse. Compared to 

village life of the past, when our etiquette was formed by 

mainly face to face interaction over many generations, we 

can now interact worldwide and from the relative safety 

and anonymity of the digital device. Modern ñcodes of con-

ductò are a ñwork in progressò with the internet because it 

was the media savvy young who captured the social me-

dia territory well before adults and especially the elders. As 

more of the elders enter the social media world their influ-

ence should temper the impulsiveness and immaturity of 

youth. Grandparents joke about needing their grandchil-

dren to show them how to navigate the computer and this 

highlights the fact that, probably for the first time in human 

history, even the very young have assumed a level of 

power over their able bodied elders, (and that is not to 

suggest that they will abuse it.)  

 We donôt allow youngsters to drive vehicles or take heavy 

responsibilities until they are reasonably mature.  The free-

dom to drive is not a right to be taken without responsibil-

ity, they are the two sides of one coin. Even the macho 

world of Aussie Rules is gradually being forced to incorpo-

rate conduct codes to encourage discipline and respectful 

behaviour. The day may come when one needs a licence 

to log onto the computer! 

Mike Larkin                                 

OPEN GARDENS  

We have an open gar-

den, but Iôd really have 

to say 

Itôs not the open garden 

that youôd visit every 

day! 

Itôs open to the possums 

that eat everything in sight, 

And the wallabies and rabbits that come and feast 

at night. 

Itôs open to the currawongs that eat the ripening 

fruit; 

Itôs open to the wombat and the digging bandi-

coot. 

Itôs open to the thistles that spread their downy 

seed; 

Itôs open to the blackberry and every noxious 

weed. 

Itôs open to red spider, to aphid, mite and tick; 

Itôs open to the fungi that 

make our garden sick! 

So we have an open gar-

den ï but what surprises 

me, 

In spite of all our visitors, 

thereôs garden left to see! 
 

Taken from óAussie Poems for Gnome and Gar-

denô  

By Philip R. Rush 
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