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FENCING WIRE 

I had a roll of fencing wire not all that long ago 

left over from the paddock fence that skirts the flats below. 

I donôt know where itôs got to ï I needed some just now, 

but the roll is non-existent, itôs disappeared somehow.  

I know I used a little putting catches on the gates, 

and a bit I used for handles on some empty wooden crates. 

My kids were going camping, so I made some toasting forks 

they could use for cooking damper after long, exhausting 

walks. 

I used some in the garden to help the peas and beans, 

but I didnôt use a lot of it, no, not by any means. 

I put a length across the yard to make the dog a run, 

but restrictions, heôs decided, are no good to anyone. 

The chimney flue was leaning, so I tied it up with wire, 

no use using baler twine, for that would catch on fire. 

My wife likes hanging baskets, so I made a lot of hooks, 

and I used a bit repairing the shed we use for chooks. 

But where the roll has got to, I havenôt got a clue, 

and I really need some wire for the job Iôve got to do. 

I know I used some lately on the windmill by the shed, 

and I made a small enclosure where the calves are being fed. 

Just last week, I reckon, I used some up the track 

on a stay that needed mending, it had just begun to crack. 

The orchardôs being raided, so I fixed 

the possum trap, 

and I used some on the pigsty so that the iron wonôt flap. 

It was only just last Tuesday, before I went to town, 

that I used some on the woodshed to stop it falling down. 

But now the roll has vanished, and so I make this plea, 

ñplease tell me where itôs got to ï for I donôt know where it be!ò 

 

Taken from óAustralian Poems that would Flummox a Farmerô by Philip R Rush. 
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It is that time of year when we, the Tattler team ask for donations to keep our community 
newspaper afloat. We do have money in the bank that is true but we always have to plan 
ahead especially if our beloved printer should STOP!!! So, please, put what every donation 
you feel is appropriate into the envelope, stick on a stamp and send it off. (I was talking to a 
lady serving in a Wangaratta pharmacy the other day and she said it had taken a week for a 
letter she sent in Wangaratta to get to an address in Wangaratta!!!) 
 
As shown on this envelope you can Mail it / Direct Debit it or stick it in the Tattler mailbox 
next to the Tavern (on the RHS). So, thank you for that and if you are a local with a local 
business we have over 500 readers so perhaps you should put an ad in óthe localô to boost 
business? 
  
Darcy The Secretary  
PS: Please put your name on the donation too. 

Chocolate Lane Chocs 
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Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 
8am till 4pm 

òCafé ó 

òProduce Store ó 

Seasonal, homemade and local menu. 

All day breakfast, light lunches, morning 

and afternoon tea. Fully licensed. 

Our essential oils, hydrosols, olive oil, 

jams, cordials, other local produce 

and handmade gifts. 

2520 Samaria Road Samaria Vic 3673 

Phone: (03) 5768 2225 or 0417 990 764  

Email: info@samariafarm.com.au 

www.samariafarm.com.au  

Farm Tours and Group Bookings by appointment 

Samaria Farm 

Can you see the apple thief? 

Reminds me of my safari in Africa. Somebody 

forgot the corkscrew and for several days we 

had to live on nothing but food and water. 

W. C. Fields 

US actor (1880 ï 1946 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/W._C._Fields/
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Chocolate Lane is exactly that; a Chocolate Shop, beautifully adorned, within the laneway than ran along the 

West end of the Commercial Hotel, Benalla. 

Sallie and Andi visited on behalf of the Tatong 

Tattler. Some things just have to be done in the 

name of duty. Pamela offered to make our 

drinks just how we fancied; Andi asked for an 

iced mocha that wasnôt too sweet, and now has 

her own personal recipe! ï 1 shot Orgasmic 

coffee, a flat teaspoon of Zero chocolate, 1 

scoop dark choc nibs, 1 scoop of ice cream, 

and full cream milk. (It was delicious.) Sallie 

had an Iced Chocolate, made with 1 scoop of 

Zero and 1 scoop ordinary chocolate, so not too 

sweet. Then chocolates had to be chosen; Sallie 

chose the White Chocolate Pavlova, and Andi 

the Dark Ginger. The drinks and chocolates were beautifully served on a silver salver, and the taste experi-

ence was splendid. 

While Pamela concocted the custom-made drinks, we explored the lovely arcade style shop. It is decorated 

with memorabilia, including some beautiful old dressers, and it features lovely paintings which are for sale. 

Pamela will cycle the artists on display. There are shelves of chocolates, which Pamela sources either from 

Sydney Award-winners, or as locally as 

possible. She is careful of her carbon foot-

print. 

It is more than just a shop; Pamela puts a 

dash of love in with everything she makes. 

And that includes drinks of coffee (she has 

3 types, including Orgasmic), chocolate, 

and tea (over 50 kinds) -  club sandwiches, 

which are always available - home-made 

Florentines and yo yos, and sometimes 

cake. She has many types of milk on hand, 

including soy, rice, almond, oat and coco-

nut. There are chocolates suitable for Ve-

gan and Gluten Free needs. Pamela can do 

a more elaborate lunch, given 24 hours 

notice, and she caters for functions, in-

cluding weddings.  

Pamela herself is a tea-lover. She lived 

many years at Gunbar, on the Hay plains, but came to Benalla with her partner, and has brought chocolate 

and love to the town. Chocolate Lane first opened December 3 2015. It is open Monday to Friday, 10 till 4. 

Weekends vary according to occasion. 

Having done the serious work, Sallie and 

Andi left with happy insides, euphoric taste-

buds, and indulged souls. Note that Choco-

late Lane is on the Bridge end of the Com-

mercial Hotel, and can be entered from either 

Bridge St or Fawkner Drive. The Facebook 

address is www.facebook.com/Chocolate-

Lane-967353566672489/ (or just put Choco-

late Lane in the FB search box). 

- Andi Stevenson & Sallie Hann 
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FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS 

DOMESTIC AND AGRICULTURAL 

BEATON'S PLUMBING  

BENALLA PTY LTD  
Lic No.40467 

Telephone Office 03 5762 5999 

Mobile Paul 0408 579 906 

After Hours 03 5762 7415 
* Drainage * 

* Gasfitting Hot Water Installations *  

* Roofing * 

* Spouting * 

* Sanitary * 

* Septic Installations and Cleaning * 

* Sewer Blockages * 

* Water Supply * 

 

     

            PIG MANURE 

          FRESH, DRY 

        AND SEPARATED. 

 

        8 METRES - $150 

        DELIVERED LOCALLY 

 

           CALL RUSSELL ς 5766 6250 
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Whatôs Happening at Molly Rose?  

Wow, another busy month and thereôs still more with family, writing, and the Wall to Wall Festival coming up, along with 
the Street Art Fringe which NE.A is heavily involved in is keeping me rather busy. And then thereôs the Molyullah Easter 
SportséIôll need a holiday when itôs all over! 

At the end of Feb I went to Jonai Farm for the AFSA furndraiser for the Australian Farmers Legal Defence Fund. Joel 
Salatin was there along with some farmers with harrowing stories of how the ñbig boysò have treated them when they try 
to farm a little differently to the norm.  

The ducks are growing are fully feathered now, except for Smoke, the littlest, but heôs not far off, although they are still a 
long way off being fully grown. We still donôt know how many drakes or ducks weôve got but my guess is two ducks and 
six drakes or perhaps itôs 6 ducks and two drakes! I prefer the second option. Theyôre currently in the chook pen in a 
separate pen from the chooks, as Float (their chook companion has a cold) unfortunately this means they are not cur-
rently fertilising the ñorchardò in preparation for the garlic planting. Below are a series of photos of the duckling we nick-
named ñDarkBarò from fluff to feathers. In the first photo DarkBar is on the left. 

  

  

In other poultry news I did manage to have a few chickies hatch, just not from any of those expensive pure breed eggs I 
bought. They are at different ages and stages, the youngest three still being powder puffs on 
legs at 4 weeks to the young Araucana X cockerel at 19 weeks, with another possible 3 under 
the last broody hen for the season. 

You can tell itôs Autumn even though it still feels like summer ï most of the roosters have lost 
their tail feathers and look fairly scraggly and many of the girls are moulting, dropping their 
feathers everywhere. Although when Big Sally moulted she MOULTED in a big way dropping 
half her feathers in one go. When I went to the pen I thought someone had been attacked ï 
there were white feathers everywhere and she looked like Iôd attempted to pluck her. Big 
Sallyôs feathers are starting to grow back now, so she doesnôt look as bad as she did a week 
ago, although she was still very reluctant to pose for a photo. 

Weôve also had 7 new arrivals ï White Gate Woofôs chooks arrived here almost 8 weeks ago. 
Theyôve done their time in quarantine and are now integrating themselves slowly into the main flock, so I now have 7 
queens in the chook pen and one princess. Below is a photo of Elisabeth I and her namesake ï she has a bit of a 
feather issue and this is not from moulting. I suspect it has more to do with Isa Brown genetics than anything else, as 

Iôve seen plenty of rescue chooks who look just like her, and Elisabeth has had a good 
life in a fox-proof run and orchard. Iôm interested to see if she will remain in a state of half 
undress for the rest of her life.  

I now have a Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
MollyRoseHeritageHarvest/?ref=bookmarks ï 
this is where I upload videos and other bits and 
bobs thatôs happening at Molly Rose. Not eve-
rything makes it to the Tattler, so if you canôt 
wait til next month, you know where you can 
find out whatôs happening at Molly Rose. 

Write you again next month,  Carla 

https://www.facebook.com/MollyRoseHeritageHarvest/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/MollyRoseHeritageHarvest/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/MollyRoseHeritageHarvest/?ref=bookmarks
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Bull takes over the reins  
  
Richard Bull has taken over the coaching reins for 
the AFL Masters team the Samaria Suns from Darby 
Morrison for season 2017, the Samaria Suns only 
suffered two defeats last year in their inaugural sea-
son in the AFL 
Masters competition. Morrison has stepped down 
from the coaching roll due to family commitments 
but will still remain involved where possible. 
 Bull is looking forward to the challenge, and in par-
ticular 
looking forward to playing alongside his team mates. 
ñWe would invite anyone who might like to have a 
kick to come down and join in.ò Bull stated ñThe 
more the merrier, training was been building up well 
and we will keep building up until the season 
starter.ò The Suns start their season April 2nd in Mel-
ton at the Mini Carnival. ñEveryone is welcome to 
play, the only requirement is that you are over 35. 
Vice President Wes Stafford said ñwe will be running 
a bus to Melton so everyone is welcome to come 
along.ò 
 Training is Wednesday Nights at the Arundel Street 
Oval and every Second Friday at the Gardens Oval. 
 Jade Kirk 
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MY AUSTRALIA DAY 

 My Australia Day is 20th April. My first one was 20th April 1967. That was the 

day I stepped off the MS Aurelia at Station Pier, Port Melbourne, carrying all 

my worldly possessions in two suitcases. If my maths is correct, 2017 marks 

my fifty years in Australia. 

    Looking back, I guess I was an economic refugee looking for a better life in 

this land of promise. That made me one of hundreds of thousands of Europe-

ans who made the move in those post-ǿŀǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ς I had 

a job, I was still living at home with my parents and I had lots of friends ς I 

just knew somehow that I would end up in Australia. 

   To emigrate to Australia, you had to be over nineteen years old unless you 

knew someone here who would sponsor you. Do you believe in karma / coincidence / fate?  I turned nineteen in December 1966, 

ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ L ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ L ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘ ƛƴ ȅester-

ŘŀȅΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƳ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜέΦ Lǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ IƻǳǎŜΣ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦ L ǿŜƴǘ ƛn my 

lunch hour and did the paperwork. I went back after work and had my medical. 

   One more step and I could feel confident ς the age of consent was still twenty-one ς my parents would have to give their con-

sent. I went home and presented them with a fait-ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛΦ Lǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘŀǿƴŜŘ ƻƴ ƳŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅ άƴƻέΦ 

   ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ L ŘƛŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƛƎƴŜŘΦ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ aǳƳ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀt I 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ΨŎƻƻƭ ƻŦŦΩΦ  .ǳǘ ς it was the 20th January ς I sailed out of Southampton on the 20th aŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ΩƘƻƳŜΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлth April. 

In the end I received a telegram (remember them?) asking me to phone the 

ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇŀǊŜ ōŜǊǘƘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƘƛǇ 

ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƴŜȄǘ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΚέ 

   The assisted passage fare was ten pounds and you were required to have 

twenty-five pounds deposited in an Australian Bank. Assisted migrants were 

not allowed to have a passport ς we had a Document of Identity instead. 

The reason for this was that you were expected to stay in Australia for at 

least two years. Anyone leaving before two years had to reimburse the fare 

to Australia. 

   The voyage went through the Mediterranean, the Suez Canal and the In-

dian Ocean. We berthed at each end of Suez ς Port Said and Port Tewfik (the port for the town of Suez). There were soldiers and 

armoured vehicles everywhere. The soldiers were all happy and friendly and were happy to pose for photos, so we all assumed 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǊƳΩΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ς it was all part of an intensifying of animosities between Egypt and Israel. The six day war be-

tween the two started two months later. 

   During the interview process (at the same time as the medical), I was quizzed on the Vietnam War. The reason for this I realised 

ǿƘŜƴ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ŀ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƻǊ ƛŦ ŎƻƴǎŎǊƛǇǘŜŘΦ !ǎ ŀƴ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ this; 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ς ȅƻǳǊ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭƻǘΩΦ  

John Knapper 



  Tatong Tattler, April 2017 

Page 12 

 

Livestock 

Independent and experienced livestock specialists across Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia. 

Rodwells is well-known for its team of experienced livestock agents. 

Rodwells livestock offers clients services in: 

Prime Sales 

Store Sales 

Over Hook Sales 

Private Sales 

Stud Stock Sales 

AuctionsPlus 

Live Export 

Feedlot Services 

For further details contact: 

John Gregory                           Justin Way                           Dale Buitenhuis 

Mob: 0429 621 880             Mob: 0429 625 513            Mob: 0428 378 825 

 

Real Estate 

As part of the Ruralco group, Rodwells are able to draw on the resources of Ruralco Property providing real 

estate agency services in both rural and residential markets. 

The services include sales, purchase or leasing of large and small rural and residential properties. 

Ruralco Property has been built around the ethos of Local Service, National Strength. 

Through this we are confident we can offer a marketing service which provides the best outcomes at all levels 

of the industry. 

For further details contact: 

Brett Neilson                                     Luke Marple 

Mob: 0418626503                         Mob: 0458 722 932 
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