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A Bloody Great Aussie Poem  Author Unknown  
 The sun was hot already - it was only 8 o'clock 
the cocky took off in his Ute, to go and check his stock.  
He drove around the paddocks checking wethers, ewes and lambs, 
the float valves in the water troughs, the windmills on the dams 

   He stopped and turned a windmill on to fill a water tank 
and saw a ewe down in the dam, a few metres from the bank.  
"Typical bloody sheep," he thought, "they have no common sense, 
they won't go through a gateway but they'll jump a bloody fence." 

   The ewe was stuck down in the mud, he knew without a doubt 
she'd stay there 'til she carked it if he didn't get her out.  
But when he reached the water's edge, the startled ewe broke free 

and in her haste to get away, began a swimming spree.  

   He reckoned once her fleece was wet, the weight would drag her down 
if he didn't rescue her, the stupid sod would drown. 
Her style was unimpressive, her survival chances slim, 
he saw no other option, he would have to take a swim. 

   He peeled his shirt and singlet off, his trousers, boots and socks 
and as he couldn't stand wet clothes, he also shed his jocks. 
He jumped into the water and away that cocky swam 
he caught up with her somewhere near the middle of the dam. 

   The ewe was quite evasive, she kept giving him the slip 
he tried to grab her sodden fleece but couldn't get a grip. 
At last he got her to the bank and stopped to catch his breath 
she showed him little gratitude for saving her from death. 

   She took off like a Bondi tram around the other side 
he swore next time he caught that ewe he'd hang her bloody hide. 
Then round and round the dam they ran, although he felt quite puffed 
he still thought he could run her down, she must be nearly stuffed. 

   The local stock rep came 
along, to pay a call that day, 
he knew this bloke was on his own, his wife had gone away. 
He didn't really think he'd get fresh scones for morning tea 
but neither was he ready for what he was soon to see. 

   He rubbed his eyes in disbelief at what came into view 
for running down the catchment came this frantic-looking ewe. 
And on her heels in hot pursuit and wearing not a stitch 
the farmer yelling wildly, "Come back here, you lousy bitch! 

   The stock rep didn't hang around, he took off in his car  
the cocky's reputation has been damaged near and far. 
So bear in mind the Work Safe rule when next you check your flocks 
spot the hazard, assess the risk and always wear your jocks! 

Submitted by Sharyn Harrison 
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Tatong Communityôs Great BIG Garage Sale is BACK! 
Sunday March 19 

10am ï 2pm 
Tatong Tavern Grounds 

Gold Coin Entry 
 

Imagine how many bargains you can find at one or two garage sales on any given weekendéé Now compare that to 
what you could find at  

over TWENTY Garage Sales, all conveniently gathered in one beautiful location! 
 

A very BIG thank you to everyone who supported our first Great BIG Garage Sale last year. There were so many peo-
ple on the day who were keen to book a stall at the next TCGBGS ï and now your chance has come.  

Please be aware that we are filling up fast - only limited spaces are left, so jump in now with your booking.  
 

Stalls start from $5 for a 3m x 3m pitch, or $10 for a 3m x 6m pitch.  
Charity Fundraising Stalls and Community Group Stalls are 3m x 3m and free.  

Commercial stalls requiring electricity are $25.  
If you have any queries, or to book your spot, please contact Belinda on 57672117.  

 
Shoppers are asked for a gold coin donation on entry.  

At this stage the money collected is going towards updating and maintaining our equipment, signage and kidsô activity 
gear, to ensure we are running the event to a high standard. Everyone associated with running the event is kindly do-

ing so on a voluntary basis. 
 

Why not team up with a friend or neighbour to make one large stall ï that way you can tag team looking after your 
pitch, while the other goes shopping, picks up a coffee, a bbq snack, or even sneaks off for a cheeky pot in the Tav-

ern! 
 

Tatong Tavern will be open for lunch and dinner, too ï so why not book a table in advance ï their number is 
57672210.  

 
Remember ï anything you would sell at your own garage sale, you can sell here. If your hobby is knitting, painting or 

sewing, and you would sell your work at your own garage sale, book yourself a spot, and bring it on down! 
 

If you have large items for sale we have the Great BIG For Sale Board at the event.  
Bring along a poster or write your For Sale Poster on the day, and hang it on the board for a coin donation. 

 
Word of mouth is absolutely vital to our success, so please let your friends, family and workmates from outside Tatong 
know about Tatong Communityôs Great BIG Garage Sale on March 19 ï last event we had visitors from as far afield as 

Albury, Melbourne and Shepparton.  
It could be a great meeting point for friends from Melbourne, who might be after some vintage farm paraphernalia, or 

just an awesome day out! 
 

Itôs been fun planning the upcoming event with a great group of locals.  
Weôd really love to see you all on Sunday March 19 for another great BIG day out  

bargain hunting. 
 

Cheers 
Belinda 
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Å Post and Wire  

Å Post Driving Å Post Hole Digging  

Å With over 25 years experience Å Farm Fencing  

Å Post and Rail Å Stock Yards Å Horse Shelters Å Frontend Loader  

Å Slashing Å Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

ABN 59 349 567 286  

1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  
Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
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Tatong Tavern 

2581 Tatong Road Tatong Vic 3673 Phone 57672210 

www.tatongtavern.com.au  or visit us at our Facebook page 

AUTUMN        FOOTBALL       GARAGE SALE 

As you can see our two main events for March are the official start of Footy season on the 23
rd
, and the Biggest Garage Sale on Sunday 

19
th
.  Our Footy Tippingõs will once again be held at the Tavern, so come and join the team of footy fanatics who swear only their team 

is the best.  I have always been a very below average footy fan, before going into the Tavern, but then I discovered that with Footy Tip-

pingõs, every-one at the Tavern has to be involved, so innocently, I thought why not, I probably wonõt do any good, but then within two 

weeks the competitiveness came out, and by the fourth week, little old me was right in there with the best of them.  I found beating 

Johnny by one point last year very satisfying as he is a diehard Geelong supporter through and through, so out in the kitchen it gets very 

hot and heated with picking the right team to win each week, and being very secretive about who we have picked, but I have to say I 

have never known so much about football until I started Footy Tippingõs especially with the radio in the Kitchen getting a real work out 

when the teams come out to play. So come and become a fanatic like myself even If you donõt have any interest in Football, you can be 

guaranteed to be a one eyed supporter by the end of the season.  Chris will have the Board set up in the Tavern for everyone to enter.  

Any enquiries please see Chris or myself at the Tavern or give us a call on 57672210. 

Our next Biggest Garage Sale will begin on Sunday 19
th
 March on the grounds of the Tavern.  Once again there will be room for over 

20-25 Stalls.  If it was anything like the last Garage Sale you will be able to buy the most unusual, the most colourful, the trendiest, and 

the oldest or just plain outrageous. There will be food, drink and entertainment available on the day, so no one will be hungry while 

browsing.  If you would like to have your own stall, give us a call at the Tavern on 57672210 and we will be able to put you onto 

Belinda the Coordinator. Itõs a great day to get out and about, so come down and see us with all the family and enjoy. 

Friday March 17
th
 is a day not to be forgotten, as not only is it St Patricks Day it is also Chris and Debs Wedding Anniversary.  We 

purposely picked this day so that we would never forget it. Unfortunately with lifeõs fast pace we have come close to overlooking it a 

couple of times. Oops. All was forgiven.  St Patricks Day falls on a Friday this year, so everything will be green including the food and 

drink. See you all at Happy Hour. 

Coming up next month is a reminder that the Good Friday Appeal Auction will be held at the Tavern grounds on Friday April 14
th
, 

which is a tremendously busy and active day for everyone.  The Committee are once again gearing up for the day and are asking for 

donations of any kind for the day. The donations can be anything from bricks, soil, baskets of goodies, vegetables, business donations, 

hay, sports goods, donation of labour, or just any goods will be welcomed.  All donations go to the Royal Childrenõs Hospital, so give 

that they may grow. Any Volunteer help will be greatly appreciated as a few of the long standing Committee members will be retiring.   

Call us at the Tavern 57672210 and we will put you onto Jade and her hard working group. 

Just a reminder Daylight Savings Finishes Sunday April 2
nd
, so every-one turns their clocks back 1 hour. 

Our Chef Johnny will be also be creating a new Autumn Menu as of March, so keep a look out for something new and exciting to eat 

as we start to feel the cooler air both day and night. 

WEDNESDAY WALLET WATCHERS  Special discounted meals  

THURSDAY POT AND PARMA NIGHT  Come in and enjoy a parma from the chefs selection and receive a complimen-

tary beer. 

FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR AND RAFFLE      HAPPY HOUR 5.30p.m. -7p.m.RCH Good Friday Appeal Raffle every Friday night. 

Come and support the Childrens hospital.    $1 per ticket  - 1 ST  PRIZE MEAT TRAY    2 ND  PRIZE CHOOK  

SUNDAY NIGHT DINNER  Enjoy our new Sunday Night dinner available from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m   

Overheard conversation  

Daughter-in-law to mother-in-law 

Donôt tell me how to bring up my kids. Iôm married to 

one of yours and he could certainly do with some im-

proving. 

Overheard by John Knapper 

Not on the ABC??? 

The other night on the ABC news the writing at the top 

of the screen about a story referring to an island in 

Bass Strait was thus: 

Bass Straight: 

Honestly.  

http://www.tatongtavern.com.au
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NO JOB TOO SMALL WHETHER IT BE ONE ROOM 
OR THE WHOLE INTERIOR 

ALL EXTERIOR OR HALF THE HOUSE 

AND THE OTHER HALF DOWN THE TRACK 

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES 

RING BRIAN 
PH. 57672339 

 

SPECIAL RATES FOR PENSIONERS 

B.J & G.A.  

 RITCHIE PAINTING  

FOR ALL YOUR  

PAINTING NEEDS 

RING BRIAN  

FOR A 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 
8am till 4pm 

òCafé ó 

òProduce Store ó 

Seasonal, homemade and local menu. 

All day breakfast, light lunches, morning 

and afternoon tea. Fully licensed. 

Our essential oils, hydrosols, olive oil, 

jams, cordials, other local produce 

and handmade gifts. 

2520 Samaria Road Samaria Vic 3673 

Phone: (03) 5768 2225 or 0417 990 764  

Email: info@samariafarm.com.au 

www.samariafarm.com.au  

Farm Tours and Group Bookings by appointment 

Samaria Farm 

     

            PIG MANURE 

          FRESH, DRY 

        AND SEPARATED. 

 

        8 METRES - $150 

        DELIVERED LOCALLY 

 

           CALL RUSSELL ς 5766 6250 
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Murphyôs (and othersô) Laws 

   The twentieth of each month is the deadline for submissions to the Tattler. Therefore this means that from publication 

and delivery to the next submission date is about three weeks. That should be plenty of time to prepare oneôs next item. 

Usually the reality is that the eighteenth and nineteenth of each month see some (often frantic) head scratching wonder-

ing what to write about.   

   There is a ólawô that covers this type of thing ï Edwardôs law of time and effort. It says that time and effort are in-

versely proportional to each other ï The more time available to complete a task, the less the effort applied. As time de-

creases, effort increases. If it wasnôt for the last minute, nothing would get done. 

   Paretoôs principle, or the 80 / 20 rule, is something that applies to many things in everyday life. It states that 80% of 

a job is done in 20% of the time taken and the last (fiddly) 20% of the job takes the remaining 80%. It also points out that 

often 80% of the work is done by 20% of the people. 

   Everyone refers to Murphyôs Law, and there are many variations on the same theme - here are some thoughts. 

Murphy's  Original  Law If there are two or more ways to do something, and one of those ways can result in a catastro-

phe, then someone will do it. 

Murphy's Law If anything can go wrong -- it will. 
Murphy's First Corollary Left to themselves, things tend to go from bad to worse. 
Murphy's Second Corollary It is impossible to make anything foolproof because fools are so ingenious. 
Quantised Revision of Murphy's Law Everything goes wrong all at once. 
Murphy's Constant  Matter will be damaged in direct proportion to its value. 
The Murphy Philosophy  Smile... tomorrow will be worse. 

   While Murphy's  Law  says that anything that can go wrong, will go wrong (eventually), Sodôs Law requires that it al-

ways go wrong with the worst possible outcome. 

   óMurphyô was possibly one Edward Murphy. From 1948 to 1949, at what is now Edwards Airforce Base, tests were 

carried out to test human tolerance to g forces during rapid deceleration. Edward Murphy set up the tests which used a 

rocket sled mounted on a railway track with a series of hydraulic brakes at the end. Airforce Captain Stapp óvolunteeredô 

and was covered with sensors to measure the strain on his body. When he staggered off the rig after the test he was 

told that all the sensors read zero ï they had all been attached back to front! 

   How Mr. Murphy died: One dark evening (in the U.S.), Mr. Murphy's car ran out of petrol. As he hitchhiked to a petrol 

station, facing traffic and wearing white, he was struck from behind by a British tourist who was driving on the wrong side 

of the road. 

   Some other ólawsô:- 

Leeôs Law ï It takes less time to do something right than it takes to explain why you did it wrong 

Campbellôs Law ï the less you do, the less can go wrong 

Ireneôs Law ï there is no right way to do the wrong thing 

Anthonyôs Law of Force:  Donôt force it; get a larger hammer. 

Knapperôs Law ï no matter what goes wrong ï there will always be someone who knew it would. 

 

 Any similarities to any person, living or dead, is purely coincidental. 

   Reference source ï Murphyôs Laws, 26
th
 edition 

   John Knapper 
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Livestock 

Independent and experienced livestock specialists across Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia. 

Rodwells is well-known for its team of experienced livestock agents. 

Rodwells livestock offers clients services in: 

Prime Sales 

Store Sales 

Over Hook Sales 

Private Sales 

Stud Stock Sales 

AuctionsPlus 

Live Export 

Feedlot Services 

For further details contact: 

John Gregory                           Justin Way                           Dale Buitenhuis 

Mob: 0429 621 880             Mob: 0429 625 513            Mob: 0428 378 825 

 

Real Estate 

As part of the Ruralco group, Rodwells are able to draw on the resources of Ruralco Property providing real 

estate agency services in both rural and residential markets. 

The services include sales, purchase or leasing of large and small rural and residential properties. 

Ruralco Property has been built around the ethos of Local Service, National Strength. 

Through this we are confident we can offer a marketing service which provides the best outcomes at all levels 

of the industry. 

For further details contact: 

Brett Neilson                                     Luke Marple 

Mob: 0418626503                         Mob: 0458 722 932 
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The Tatong RCH Good Friday Appeal Committee would 

like to congratulate Ashley Day on being the Tatong 

Community Achiever of the year Award for Australia 

Day 2017. 

 

A big thank you must go to the Tatong Tavern for their continued support of the appeal 

and allowing us to have our ñFRIDAY NIGHT RAFFLESò at the Tavern.  

On that note we must thank you our locals for continuing to s upport us and buying 

tickets each week, something we could not do without our amazing committee members 

who sell the tickets each week. 

Are you interested in helping out with this yearõs appeal? 

If so please contact Jade 0408197865 or email tatongrchappeal@yahoo.com.au 

Tatong RCH Good Friday Appeal Family Fun Day & Auction 

Friday April 14th  

Grounds of the Tatong Tavern   

11.30am onwards for Registration 

1.00pm Auction 

Follow us on Facebook ð Tatong RCH Good Friday Appeal 

More details in next months Tattler. 

 

A big thank you to the Tatong Community for supporting the Good Friday Appeal on 

Australia Day, a special mention must go to the committee members who helped on the day and ALL 

those that helped with cleaning and packing up, the old saying many hands make light work is true. 

Another thanks must go to F.C Roddy and Dennis Hevey for cooking up a storm on the BBQ under the 

watchful eye of the men folk of Tatong. And to Jess & Elly Cavalot a HUGE THANK YOU, who were 

amazing little helpers in the kitchen and setting up. 

We hope you all enjoyed the musical talents of local identity Jessica Ritchie and Stacey Emms, their 

performance was very much appreciated by the committee and all those that attend. 
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LUCKY LOSER  
In the last few months I have dropped/lost both my wallet 
and keys on the ground, the wallet in Shepparton and my 
keys in Benalla. Luckily I got both back due to honest peo-
ple. 
The lesson here, apart from being more careful, is to have 
your mobile or home phone number somewhere within your 
valuables. With the wallet, only my address was shown on 
my licence, so the finder very generously brought it all the 
way to Tatong and they lived in Cobram! I gave them a $50 
reward but the person who found my keys would not accept 
a $10 reward. 
 With my keys, dropped just near the Subway shop, the 
finder rang me within 10 minutes, saving me so much stress 
and effort, because I had my mobile tel. number etched 
onto a metal plate among the keys. It is best not to have 
your address on your keys because a thief could find your 
home and use the keys to enter your property, steal valu-
ables and possible drive off in your vehicle. 
Mike Larkin                                    

  
Benalla Rural City Council  invites  Molyullah and sur-
rounding communities  to join them in an open house 

session  to share their thoughts and ideas.  
ñEvery four years councils across Victoria must develop a 
four year plan that identifies key priorities, projects and the 
best use of Council resources.  Community input provides 
the foundation for this key strategic document and we want 

to hear from our community.ò 
What can the Council do over the next four 

years to help achieve the objectives of the 
Benalla Rural City Community Plan 2016-

2036  
What health and well-being issues are of con-

cern?  
Where should our limited resources be tar-

geted? 
The purpose of this session differs from the conversations 
we had last year, in that it relates more specifically to the 

recently instated Councilôs plan for the next four 
years.  Your input matters and is welcome, and Council 

hopes to share some ideas of their own too. Take this op-
portunity to hear and be heard. 

  
Monday April 3rd between 7pm & 9 pm at the Molyullah 

Hall.   Come and go when it suits. Cuppa and nibbles 

provided.  
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