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One day in London – well maybe two or 
three 
 
   If you have a short time in London and want 
to fit a lot in, may I suggest RBKC (the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea). 
    The Science Museum, the Natural History 
Museum and the Victoria and Albert Museum 
(V&A) are all within spitting distance of each 
other. From the V&A it’s easy to walk down 
Brompton Road to Knightsbridge. It’s a hop, 
skip and jump then to Hyde Park corner. 
Buckingham Palace is just a stroll from there.   
Many people think that the Queen is in resi-
dence when the Union Jack is being flown on 
Buck House – wrong! When she’s home, the 
Royal Standard is flown. 

   From here The King’s Road will take you towards Sloane 
square and the Saatchi Gallery. Once a private road used exclu-
sively by King Charles II, hence its name, The King’s Road is 
one of Chelsea’s main thoroughfares, filled with luxury bou-
tiques, international designer stores, upscale high-street names 
and unique antique shops. The street was strongly associated 
with the Swinging Sixties and mod culture, but is now renowned 
for its high-end stores. The King’s Road is a great place to pick 
up luxury buys and unique souvenirs and gifts. It is still the place 
to watch the rich and famous and the beautiful people 
‘promenade’. Overall it's a stress-free place where you can sit in 
a pavement café, pub or restaurant and absorb the atmosphere 
as well as shop. 
   If you  

do walk down Brompton Road, you will quite likely be 

tempted to pop into Harrods. Harrods is possibly the 

world’s most well-known shop. With seven storeys, and 

covering five acres, it has one million square feet (90,000 

sq. m) of retail space. 

In the centre of the store is a set of escalators connecting 

each floor. These escalators have a real ‘WOW!’ factor. I 

reckon that if the pyramids had escalators, this is what 

they would look like. You could be forgiven for thinking 

that you were suddenly in Cairo.  

   In the basement, the escalator area is given over to a 

tribute to Princess Diana and Dodi Fayed 

           John Knapper 

http://www.globalblue.com/destinations/uk/london/top-10-stores-in-london/
http://www.globalblue.com/destinations/uk/london/21-of-the-best-london-souvenir-gifts/
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Vale - Gavin Whytlaw  17.06.1932 – 07.01.2017 
 

The family of Gavin have very kindly allowed us to print Gavin’s story as told to a 
gathering at Rafferty’s Receptions recently to celebrate his life.   

   Gavin was born in Benalla in 1932, the eldest child of 
Dorothy (Arnott) and Robert Whytlaw.  Gavin and his 
siblings Jean and Robert lived at ‘Yacca’, the family 
farm, where they spent all their early years.  As a child 
Gavin and his sister Jean rode their horses to the local 
state school at Tatong and later to Molyullah and Emu 
Bridge.   They rode miles from Yacca to visit friends and 
would often ride to the Bunworth’s property on Kilfeera 
Road – a considerable distance – to visit Joan and 
Helen who became lifelong friends.  Later, Gavin went 
to secondary school in Melbourne and then Benalla 
where he boarded with his aunt and uncle.   
   As a child Gavin travelled to England and Europe with 
his parents and returned later as a young man to visit 
family and see more of the world.  After leaving school 
he travelled around Australia in a Holden – having some 
hair raising adventures along the way.  On one occa-
sion, in a particularly remote location, the car radiator 
needed some delicate repairs with chewing gum to stop 
it leaking long enough to get to the next town.   
   Gavin lived at Yacca for most of his life.  As a young 
man he took over the running of the family farm from his 
father and formed a partnership with his brother Robert, 
known to most of his friends as Bob.  They were a great 
team, their good working relationship lasted many years 
and their friendship lasted a lifetime.   
   Gavin was a wonderful father and loving husband.  He 
was a kind and loving man who spent a lot of time with 
his family.  When his children were young he made 
fabulous toys that were the envy of all their friends, es-
pecially the red pedal car that was so popular it survived 
a couple more generations of learner drivers.   Life at 
Yacca was great fun, and his children were included in 
all the activities on the farm.  They were taught to ride a 
horse, drive the truck, round up sheep, and help with 
lamb marking and hay making.  Gavin was a patient 
man who always had time to talk, tell the family stories 
of their ancestors, some of whom were illustrious char-
acters but there were also a few rogues amongst them.   
   Apart from his family, Gavin’s greatest passion was 
flying.  He learnt to fly as a hobby initially, gaining his 
private pilot’s licence in 1954.  He went on to gain his 
commercial and senior commercial licences and also 
became a qualified flying instructor, which involved a 
close association with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA).   When his children were growing up they all 
sat around the dining table in the evening doing their 
homework, the children with their school books and 
Gavin with his maps, charts and logbooks.  His family 
have fond memories of floating around in Gavin’s first 
aeroplane – an Auster that he kept in a hayshed.  The 
runway was a rather bumpy paddock. 
    As Gavin obtained more qualifications he got charter 
flight jobs all over Australia which enabled him to visit 
some spectacular parts of the country and meet many 

interesting people.  He even flew Mel Gibson to  
Tasmania to buy cows; though he had no idea who Mel 
was so didn’t understand what all the fuss was about 
when they were mobbed by fans at every airport they 
landed at.  He also took his wife Val and friends on flying 
holidays all over Australia.  Gavin was the senior flying 
instructor at Wangaratta Aero Club for many years; he 
was considered a good teacher because he was patient, 
he didn’t shout, and people felt comfortable with him.  He 
loved what he did and he did it well. 
   There were many people who were close friends to 
Gavin over the year who influenced and enriched his life.  
They are relatives, flying acquaintances, school friends 
and local people he met during the course of a lifetime.  
He always enjoyed a glass of red wine and an evening 
with friends and family.  He loved to eat out and has 
probably been to most restaurants in the north east.  He 
was a modest, affable man and the family will miss his 
love and friendship but will always remember him and the 
good times they shared.   
   Thank you to Gavin’s family for this interesting insight to 
his life. 
 
   On a personal level, I think the first time I met Gavin 
was at a Wild Dog League meeting in the Molyullah Hall – 
I think it was in the 1980’s.  I had heard of Val and Gavin 
earlier but in fact did not really get to know them until the 
1990’s.  We shared many tree planting days along Sam’s 
Creek and its tributaries and morning tea and lunch on 
the day we planted on Yacca were the most amazing pic-
nics we had ever had.  Dinner with Val and Gavin was an 
equally wonderful experience with fantastic food, good 
wine and wonderful stories of their farm life which must 
have had its difficult times but which they spoke of as 
happy years and times of much fun.   
 
Janette Knapper 
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Tatong Community’s Great BIG Garage Sale is BACK! 
Sunday March 19 

10am – 2pm 
Tatong Tavern Grounds 

Gold Coin Entry 
 

Imagine how many bargains you can find at one or two garage sales on any given weekend…… Now compare that to 
what you could find at  

over TWENTY Garage Sales, all conveniently gathered in one beautiful location! 
 

A very BIG thank you to everyone who supported our first Great BIG Garage Sale last year. There were so many peo-
ple on the day who were keen to book a stall at the next TCGBGS – and now your chance has come.  

Please be aware that we are filling up fast - only limited spaces are left, so jump in now with your booking.  
 

Stalls start from $5 for a 3m x 3m pitch, or $10 for a 3m x 6m pitch.  
Charity Fundraising Stalls and Community Group Stalls are 3m x 3m and free.  

Commercial stalls requiring electricity are $25.  
If you have any queries, or to book your spot, please contact Belinda on 57672117.  

 
Shoppers are asked for a gold coin donation on entry.  

At this stage the money collected is going towards updating and maintaining our equipment, signage and kids’ activity 
gear, to ensure we are running the event to a high standard. Everyone associated with running the event is kindly do-

ing so on a voluntary basis. 
 

Why not team up with a friend or neighbour to make one large stall – that way you can tag team looking after your 
pitch, while the other goes shopping, picks up a coffee, a bbq snack, or even sneaks off for a cheeky pot in the Tav-

ern! 
 

Tatong Tavern will be open for lunch and dinner, too – so why not book a table in advance – their number is 
57672210.  

 
Remember – anything you would sell at your own garage sale, you can sell here. If your hobby is knitting, painting or 

sewing, and you would sell your work at your own garage sale, book yourself a spot, and bring it on down! 
 

If you have large items for sale we have the Great BIG For Sale Board at the event.  
Bring along a poster or write your For Sale Poster on the day, and hang it on the board for a coin donation. 

 
Word of mouth is absolutely vital to our success, so please let your friends, family and workmates from outside Tatong 
know about Tatong Community’s Great BIG Garage Sale on March 19 – last event we had visitors from as far afield as 

Albury, Melbourne and Shepparton.  
It could be a great meeting point for friends from Melbourne, who might be after some vintage farm paraphernalia, or 

just an awesome day out! 
 

It’s been fun planning the upcoming event with a great group of locals.  
We’d really love to see you all on Sunday March 19 for another great BIG day out  

bargain hunting. 
 

Cheers 
Belinda 



  Tatong Tattler, February 2017 

Page 4 

• Post and Wire  

• Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

• Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

ABN 59 349 567 286  

1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  
Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
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Tatong Tavern 

 

 

2581 Tatong Road Tatong Vic 3673 Phone 57672210 

www.tatongtavern.com.au or visit us at our Facebook page 

 February 2017 Year of the Rooster 

Welcome every-one to a brand new year.  The Chinese New Year officially begins on 28th January 

with lots of celebrations for good health, wealth and romance, for the coming year. Chris and I have 

started the year well, with lots of activity from the gliding fraternity who have patronised our tav-

ern for food and drinks throughout the couple of weeks of their stay.  We have had a multi-cultural 

smorgasbord of visitors who have all been wonderfully cheerful and full of good humour with lots 

of stories of their own to tell.  We also started the New Year with more celebrations with the arrival 

of our young cook Andrew’s brand new baby girl who arrived on Friday the 13th January 2017. 

Mum, baby and Dad are all doing well. We have also been very fortunate with having rain consis-

tently falling over the January period, which means I haven’t had to water a great deal and the grass 

is still green. I’m not sure whether this means we are heading for a very dry autumn/winter period. 

Hope not. Altogether it has been a very interesting and lively start to 2017.   

February of course brings us St Valentine’s Day on the 14th, which we will have a special luncheon 

and dinner meal for all those romantics and not so romantics. Chris will be shouting all couples to a 

glass of complimentary champagne.  Now that doesn’t happen often so get in while the going is 

good. 

February also means all kids have returned to school and parents breathe a huge sigh of relief. But it 

also means every-ones broke by now, what with Christmas, holidays, and putting your hand in 

your pocket 24/7, so usually everything starts to slow down here at the Tavern and Chris and I 

think about taking a week off. Not sure when but hopefully before February finishes. 

Lastly the Big Garage Sale is coming to the Tavern again on the 19th March 2017. Last year we had 

over 20 stalls. So if you have any sheds full of accumulated Bric a Brac you don’t need anymore, 

ring the Tavern to get more details about the day. 

WHAT’S ON AT THE TAVERN  

WEDNESDAY WALLET WATCHERS Special discounted meals 

THURSDAY POT AND PARMA NIGHT Come in and enjoy a parma from the chefs selection 

and receive a complimentary beer. 

FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR AND RAFFLE     HAPPY HOUR 5.30p.m.-7p.m.RCH Good Friday Appeal 

Raffle every Friday night. Come and support the Childrens hospital.  $1 per ticket ! 1ST PRIZE 

MEAT TRAY    2ND PRIZE CHOOK 

SUNDAY ROAST LUNCH   Enjoy a Sunday Roast from 12p.m. to 2 p.m. 

http://www.tatongtavern.com.au
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NO JOB TOO SMALL WHETHER IT BE ONE ROOM 
OR THE WHOLE INTERIOR 

ALL EXTERIOR OR HALF THE HOUSE 

AND THE OTHER HALF DOWN THE TRACK 

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES 

RING BRIAN 
PH. 57672339 

 

SPECIAL RATES FOR PENSIONERS 

B.J & G.A. 

 RITCHIE PAINTING 

FOR ALL YOUR  

PAINTING NEEDS 

RING BRIAN  

FOR A 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 
8am till 4pm 

“Café” 

“Produce Store” 

Seasonal, homemade and local menu. 

All day breakfast, light lunches, morning 

and afternoon tea. Fully licensed. 

Our essential oils, hydrosols, olive oil, 

jams, cordials, other local produce 

and handmade gifts. 

2520 Samaria Road Samaria Vic 3673 

Phone: (03) 5768 2225 or 0417 990 764 

Email: info@samariafarm.com.au 

www.samariafarm.com.au 

Farm Tours and Group Bookings by appointment 

Samaria Farm 

     

            PIG MANURE 

          FRESH, DRY 

        AND SEPARATED. 

 

        8 METRES - $150 

        DELIVERED LOCALLY 

 

           CALL RUSSELL – 5766 6250 
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Molyullah Musings – February 2017 

Not so much to report this issue – hopefully things will hot up as the year goes on.   

The Christmas Barbecue was enjoyed by all who attended and thanks should be given to Santa who put on a great ef-

fort and is assured of a job for years to come! 

The Games night held at the hall was also enjoyed by those who attended on “Friday 13
th
”.  Look out for details of the 

next games night if you enjoy a game of pool, table tennis, scrabble, cards, etc. etc. or just a great catch up with your 

neighbours.   

Don’t forget that 17
th
 April (Easter Monday) is the date for the Molyullah Easter Sports.  It is probably a good time now to 

look out any items for the Jumble Sale and also check if you have any plants ready for the plant stall.   

On the home front: 

We have been looking after our grandsons’ dog whilst they are away on holiday.  It makes life confusing as her name is 

Molly and she is 14 years old.  Some 12 years ago we welcomed a LabX from the RSPCA whose name was also Molly.  

So we have our dog Molly and the other dog Molly!  The other Molly is an apricot spoodle and a very clean (no dog hair) 

and placid dog she is.  Unfortunately, the grass seeds 

are a real trap for her and this holiday at the farm was 

no exception – despite a very close cut grooming 

session.  After a day or so of her chewing her back 

paw we took her to the vet who thought she would 

probably need sedation and/or anaesthesia to enable 

him to cut the seed out.  I reminded him of many 

years ago when he took one out of her ear as she sat 

quietly.  He thought it worth trying without the drugs 

and was amazed that she sat being cuddled and let 

him cut open the inflamed area and wash out the 

seed.  He commented that it is usually the so called 

tougher breeds that are the real wusses and that the 

wussy looking dogs are usually very brave indeed.  

However, she kept the offending rear foot under 

guard of her front foot when having the many naps a 

dog of her age enjoys.  

The next Molyullah Dinner will be held on Thursday, 2
nd

 February 2017.  Please call the pub directly on 5767 2210 and 

add your name to the Molyullah table if you wish to attend. 

Cheers, 

Janette 

knapper@bordernet.com.au  
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 TATONG FIRE BRIGADE 

The Tatong Fire Brigade is one of the last remaining organi-

sations in the Tatong community and whilst it is a great as-

set we as a community need to keep this asset alive and 

well, now and into the future.  

The Tatong community is surrounded by farmland and bush 
with a number of dwellings spreading out from the township 
and over the last decade or so we have seen more houses 
pop up in the areas of Tiger Hill Rd , Tatong-Tolmie Rd , 
Mitchells Rd, Tatong-Moorngag Rd and even the Benalla-
Tatong Rd, this is great to see but the risk of the impact of 
fire on these premises has further increased and our local 
brigade is a big help in reducing that threat . If a fire were to 
break out in the Tatong area it would take a minimum of 30 
minutes for another brigade to arrive at the seen, so that is 
why it is so important to keep the local fire brigade well 
equipped and well trained.  The Tatong brigade is totally 
volunteer based and comes under the umbrella of the Victo-
rian Country Fire Authority.  

The CFA ethos is to PROTECT LIFE AND PROPERTY 

and that does not change at the Tatong fire shed. 

Currently we have 3 mobile appliances, a 4wd tanker, an 
ultralite 4wd and a quick fill pump unit. The tanker has a wa-
ter carrying capacity of 2700 litres and is equipped with a 
diesel driven pump and a diesel driven high pressure pump 
together with numerous hoses, fittings and nozzles.  The 
cab can carry 5 fire fighters and has radios and other equip-
ment.  The ultralite tanker has a water carrying capacity of 
500 litres with one pump and a variety of hoses and fittings, 
it has radios and can carry 2 fire fighters. The quick fill pump 
is mounted on a trailer and is equipped with suction hoses 
and connection hoses and is also equipped with lighting.  
The fire shed is housing for all our appliances and has a 
meeting/training room with a toilet.  The brigade currently 
shows a fire fighter list of 55. 

The function of fire fighting is to put wet stuff on red stuff but 
to achieve this there is a lot of things to learn, like how to 
start the pumps, how to roll out a hose, what nozzles are 
best to use in different situations,. Also important is how to 
protect yourself and what safety measure need to be used. 

All fire fighters have gone through a process of minimum 
skills training and therefore have a basic knowledge of fire 
fighting but unless these skills are practiced they will be for-
gotten, particularly safety. All tankers in Victoria are now 
fitted with what’s called a crew protection system and the 
understanding of this system is vitally important to the health 
and well being of fire fighters. 

Brigade training happens on a rostered basis at 10am on a 
Sunday morning. We have tried to get people to come along 
so that we could do training to keep our skills practiced and 
up to date, this is just not working. Just like a footy team if 
you don’t practice your skills you will not perform well on 
game day. It’s not much different going to a fire to help 
someone, if you don’t now how to start the pump your per-
formance will not be good. So to help our 55 fire fighters 
maintain there minimum skills and learn about our equip-
ment we will hold training sessions on a Thursday evening 
starting at about 7pm  through to about 9pm starting on 2 
February 2017 for a trial period of about 6 months (incidents 
permitting)  

These training sessions will not be limited to current fire 
fighters but will be for new fire fighters that are wishing to 

HIP OPS AND KNEE OPS 

Wife Maeve is recovering well and walking without 

crutches, five weeks (at the 20th January) after her total 

right hip replacement operation in the Shepparton Hospital.  

 Maeve was apprehensive about the anaesthetic side of 

the operation due to the tragic death of a cousin from it 

when Maeve was much younger. As it happened she was 

able to have the spinal block plus mild sedation instead of 

“going under.” Maeve found the experience to be surpris-

ingly ok and almost “pleasant” in comparison to her worst 

fears. That “happy juice” sedation is good stuff! 

We were told often that the hip operation is now considered 

“basic” and straightforward, the operation which surgeons 

“on training wheels” practice and that knee operations are 

the more complex. Our Swanpool friend Joan Reynolds 

was having her knee done at about the same time as 

Maeve, and not long afterwards, the Bald Archy “Master-

chef” Peter Finney had both of his knees “renovated”. If 

you’re not getting a hip or knee done you are just not part 

of “the scene!” 

What impressed me was the overall efficiency of the surgi-

cal systems; for instance how they manage to get the leg 

the right length and pointing in the right direction etc during 

the operation. The leg without a connected bone is very 

soft and irregular in shape not like a piece of 4x2 timber 

which is rectangular and easy to measure and align. Peter 

said that his operation at St Vincent’s in Melbourne was 

robotically managed plus with the precision of laser guid-

ance and measurement. Surgery is a far more reliable sci-

ence than much of the “pill-popping” medicines which affect 

us chemically, the “cure” sometimes seeming to be worse 

than the disease. Probably the most stringent precautions 

for surgery are taken in the area of infection which can be 

difficult to eradicate. 

The current hip and knee operation practice is to send the 

patient home as soon as possible, partly, we were told, due 

to a demand for hospital beds but also, it seems, so that 

the patient is active in their recovery, but not too active! I 

was told that I had to do everything for Maeve for 6 weeks; 

everything “needed” not “wanted”, I thought! I have man-

aged the daily blood thinning injections for Maeve plus 

daily “gourmet” meals, some cleaning and so forth. I am 

now practically a qualified nurse/chef. Anyway we have 

managed ok and I can’t wait for Maeve to be cleared to 

drive, cook and work again. 

Mike Larkin                                          

join our Tatong brigade. 

For further information call Dennis Hevey 57672238 or 
email dghevey@activ8.net.au 

Dennis Hevey 

Brigade Training Officer 

mailto:dghevey@activ8.net.au
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ATTENTION 

RESIDENTS OF TATONG, LIMA, SWAN-

POOL, MOLYULLAH AND SURROUNDING 

AREAS 

How much is your home worth? Even if you’re not ready to sell, it’s important to know! For 

example...are you adequately insured? 

 

Contact our friendly sales staff, Garry Hubbard and Ryan Daykin for your  cost-free and obligation-free 

appraisal. We are available 7 days a week! 

431 Tatong-Tolmie Road, TATONG 53 Stephens Road, TATONG 24 Tatong-Tolmie Road, TATONG 

SO
LD

 

SO
LD

 

SO
LD

 

Mansfield Real Estate is a proven market leader successfully selling and leasing residential, rural, lifestyle, commercial and development real 

estate over the past 25 years in all areas of the Mansfield District. We stake our reputation on providing the best possible service to our clients 

CONTACT US TODAY! 

5775 1188 

40A HIGH STREET, MANSFIELD VIC 3722 - OPEN 7 DAYS 

www.mansfieldrealestate.com.au - Follow us on Facebook & Instagram! 
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THE TATONG COMMUNITY GREAT BIG GARAGE SALE 

The TCGBGS now has a thriving committee of nine mem-

bers including myself as Secretary. John Knapper is 

President, Larissa Montgomery Treasurer and Sale Coor-

dinator is Belinda Franks. The other committee members 

are: Sallie Hann, Andi Stevenson, Sue O’Brien, Deb 

McCabe and Adam Franks. Both Belinda and I will place 

articles in the Tattler and some overlap of information is 

ok as we want to keep our community well informed. 

 The TCGBGS which evolved after the winding down of 

the former Tatong Village Market has taken its place as a 

community event including inheriting its property plus, with 

name changes, the bank and incorporation accounts. 

Unlike the monthly market the Big Garage Sale will only 

take place about three or four times per year which allows 

stallholders time to sort and prepare their sellable items 

and gives the committee a breathing space. 

We are currently planning and preparing for the next Big 

Sale for Sunday March the 19th and this entails the pur-

chase of new equipment, commissioning new signs and 

the cleaning, painting and repair of our equipment. We 

have found that the witch’s hats formerly used for traffic 

management by the market have disappeared plus two 

market gazebos. If anyone has “borrowed” these items 

could they please return them to a committee member or 

drop them to the Tavern or my place next door to the Tav-

ern. While mentioning equipment I’d like to thank, on be-

half of the committee, Greg Crowe who has donated bar-

rier boards and stands for our traffic management. 

Finally, if you have items to discard but don’t wish to con-

duct a stall, those items can be given to the Tattler to sell 

as a fundraiser for the newsletter. Such items can be 

dropped to my place next door to the Tavern or ring me on 

57672323 or 0428273613 and I will collect them. 

Mike Larkin                                        
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Cont. Over >  

BENALLA BUSHRANGERS ARE BRINGING THE MAGIC OF THE PINK TEST HOME FOR MCGRATH FOUNDA-

TION’S 

PINK STUMPS DAY  

Benalla Bushrangers are participating in the spirit, energy and international phenomenon of the Pink Test by bringing 
the magic home. They’re showing off their cricket skills to raise money for the McGrath Foundation’s Pink Stumps 
Day, hosting the Tatong Pink Stumps Day Lunch and pink cricket match on Saturday 18th February.  

Pink Stumps Day provides an opportunity for teams, businesses, friends, families and anyone in between to have fun 
playing cricket while raising money to fund McGrath Breast Care Nurses in communities across Australia, and to in-
crease breast awareness in young people.  

McGrath Foundation Ambassador and Director, Tracy Bevan, said “Pink Stumps Day plays a vital role in achieving the 
Foundation’s mission of ensuring every family experiencing breast cancer has access to a dedicated breast care 
nurse, no matter where they live or their financial situation. 

“Our McGrath Breast Care Nurses are at the heart of what we do at the Foundation. They’ve supported over 49,000 
families experiencing breast cancer. We’re encouraging everyone to step up to the crease and make each run count 
by getting behind Pink Stumps Day to help make this our biggest and pinkest yet.” 

Benalla Bushrangers President Steve McCallum said the cricket club was proud to support Pink Stumps Day. “The 
Bushrangers is a family and community-focused club, so the Pink Stumps Day is a great fit for what we are all about,” 
McCallum said.  

Benalla Bushrangers is inviting friends, family and the local community to join them for Pink Stumps Day on Saturday, 
18 February  and get involved with lots of fun activities.   

For more information about Pink Stumps Day or the McGrath Foundation, visit www.mcgrathfoundation.com.au. 

 

Date: Saturday 18th February 

Time: Ladies Lunch 12pm. Cricket 1pm. 

Where: Tatong Community Centre & Recreation Reserve 

Requirements for attendance: 

  

Wear pink on the day and have some cash on hand to donate 
to the McGrath Foundation! 
  
Tickets to the Ladies Lunch are limited and must be pre-
purchased. Tickets cost $40 and include nibbles, chicken and 
salad lunch, dessert, drinks and countless laughs. Tickets are 
limited and must be pre-purchased. 

For more information, contact: Larissa Montgomery, 0409 963 267 

http://www.mcgrathfoundation.com.au
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For further information, please contact: 

Grace Keeping, McGrath Foundation Media Officer, +61 2 8962 6127 or Grace@mcgrathfoundation.com.au  
 
About the McGrath Foundation:  
Jane McGrath’s personal experience has seen a team of passionate and dedicated people come together and step up 
to the challenge of making life for families experiencing breast cancer just that little bit easier.  
 
The McGrath Foundation raises money to place McGrath Breast Care Nurses in communities right across Australia as 
well as increasing breast awareness in young people.  
 
Since 2005 the McGrath Foundation has helped support over 49,000 families experiencing breast cancer, with 110 
McGrath Breast Care Nurses working in Australia.  
 
To find out more about the McGrath Foundation and how you can help make a difference, please visit our website 
www.mcgrathfoundation.com.au or join us on Facebook (mcgrathfoundation), Twitter (mcgrathfdn), Instagram 
(mcgrathfoundation) or LinkedIn (www.linkedIn.com.au/com.ay/mcgrathfoundation) and encourage your friends to do the 
same. 

mailto:Grace@mcgrathfoundation.com.au
http://www.linkedIn.com.au/com.ay/mcgrathfoundation
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limiting 

the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 

 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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Ladies...come and enjoy a  

pampering relaxation massage by 
a local qualified professional Mrs 
Trudi Nichols.  Enjoy some ‘me’ 
time and experience the many 

benefits of therapeutic massage.   

Enquiries welcome.   

 

410 Tatong-Moorngag Road,
Moorngag Vic 3673

Enquiries to: 03 5767 2371

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS 

DOMESTIC AND AGRICULTURAL 

BEATON'S PLUMBING 

BENALLA PTY LTD 
Lic No.40467 

Telephone Office 03 5762 5999 

Mobile Paul 0408 579 906 

After Hours 03 5762 7415 
* Drainage * 

* Gasfitting Hot Water Installations *  

* Roofing * 

* Spouting * 

* Sanitary * 

* Septic Installations and Cleaning * 

* Sewer Blockages * 

* Water Supply * 
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2007 30 35.1 62.5 31.3 108.6 30.2 92.4 25.5 30.3 34.3 88.6 69.8 638.6 

2008 52.4 11.5 33.4 17.7 48.3 37 114.7 58.8 18.9 1.9 89.7 64.9 549.2 

2009 3 5.4 38.7 80.7 30.6 107.9 77.5 65.5 76 48.6 72.3 18.9 625.1 

2010 39 153.7 86.4 65.2 67.5 82.8 67.5 162.1 116.8 123.7 109.2 150.8 1224.7 

2011 107 177.3 65.0 36.1 62.9 47.1 84.5 81.0 67.3 32.0 88.3 46.3 894.7 

2012 82.5 94.0 184.9 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 92.1 35.5 34 28 30.1 773.6 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1 91.4 50.1 101.3 1050.8 

2017              

      WEATHER WATCH 

Where's your wheelie bin?  
Looking for additional storage bin options for animal feed?  
The Council has a supply of older style bins in a range of sizes 
that may meet feed storage needs.  
They are available for purchase at a single rate or discounted 
prices for bulk purchases.  
   Price per bin          
Bin size        1-10 bins        11-20 bins        21 or more bins          
360L                     $50                     $45                         $40          
240L                     $40                     $36                         $32          
140L or smaller $30                     $27                         $24  
   
Contact the Customer Service Centre on (03) 5760 2600 for all 
enquiries.   

When is a noun not a noun? 

When it’s a verb! 

   In the December Tattler, Vin Masters wrote about 

using nouns and adjectives as verbs. Very cleverly in 

his example he used the word verb (noun) as a verb. 

   During the holiday period we have heard two more 

examples of this “verbing” – both on ABC radio.  

   An interviewee was discussing comparing items and 

their equivalence. She stated that something didn’t 

“equivalate”. 

   The other word suggested covering something or 

making it disappear – “invisible-ise”.  

   Janette and I agreed that in both instances we un-

derstood immediately what was being said while be-

ing very aware that this was a new ‘verb’. This is ex-

actly how these changes happen.  

   To add to this phenomenon, it happens the other 

way too with the ‘nouning’ of verbs. I can remember 

when ‘invite’ and ‘meet’ were only verbs. 

   So I’ll goodbye you till next time.  

 

John Knapper 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 

The regular and substantial rain continues to fall as it did last year which is good for growth but it means more weeds 

and mowing in the home garden. At my place it is like having spring all over again and it’s mid-Summer. 

The November rainfall total was 50.1mm and the total for December was 101.3mm. The rainfall till the 15
th
 of January is 

43.3mm. Currently, mid-January I am enjoying the very cool days and nights after a spell of high humidity and even 

when it has been hot the heat has not persisted – so far so good! 

Mike Larkin                                             
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What’s on this month 
February 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Jan 29 
 

Jan 30 Jan 31  1Whitegate  
Community Din-
ner at the Tav-
ern  

2   Play group, 

9.30am, Rec Res 
 
Molyullah 
Community Din-
ner at the Tavern  
 
 

3 4 

5 6 7 8 Tatong 

Community Din-
ner at the Tav-
ern  
 
 

9 Play  

group, 9.30am, 
Rec Res 
 

10 Girls Shed  

10.30am at Hall. 
11 

12 13 14 15 Tatong An-

gler”s Club  @ 
the Tavern 
 
Tatong 
Community Din-
ner at the Tav-
ern  

16  Play  

group, 9.30am, 
Rec Res 

17 

 

 

18 

19  20 21 22 23  Play  

group, 9.30, Rec 
Res  

 

24 Girls Shed  

10.30am at Hall. 

 

25 

26  
 

27 

 
28 Mar 1 Mar 2 Mar 3 Mar 4 
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Tattler Advertising Rates 

Full Page: 

Single Issue: $32.00 

Six Issues:  $180.00 

Eleven Issues: $320.00 

Half Page: 

Single Issue: $16.00 

Six Issues:  $85.00 

Eleven Issues: $160.00 

Quarter Page or 2 x 1/8th Page: 

Single Issue: $8.00 

Six Issues:  $45.00 

Eleven Issues: $80.00 

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words 

(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page 

ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category 

must be labelled “Promotional Feature”. 

Enquires :Darcy Hogan, 5767 2187 or email 

darcyhogan@bigpond.com 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 

Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 

Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

For those who submit pre-formatted advertisements, the 
size of a half page area is 13.6 x 19 cm and a 1/4 page 
area is 13.6 x 9.3 cm. To avoid distortion to your image, 
please fit your advertisement to these sizes. 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month.  
Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au  

or post to: Darcy Hogan, 150 Mt Joy Rd, Tatong, 3673. 

Format for Tattler Submissions 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher.  

Text can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file 
formats such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt.  

Photos (as jpgs) can be attached, to be laid out by editor. 

If your layout is important, submitting your work in MS 
Publisher is ideal. (The Editor may need to adjust your 
layout.) If laid out in a Word document, the text & photos 
will need to be copied into Publisher; however the Editor 
will have an idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. 

If you require help, contact one of the Tattler committee. 
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What’s Happening at Molly Rose,  
formerly “The Sheep Shenanigans & Chookie News” 
Hope everyone had a great Christmas & New Year. It was a bit too hectic here – too many things too close 
together. Feb’s looking much the same, hoping March will be a bit slower. 
You may have noticed the new name. Our place has the name of “Molly Rose”. Our guess is that it came 
about when this place was covered in roses – there aren’t many left as previous owners had them cleared 
away, still, I’m thinking that maybe we’ll get some nice heritage roses and plant them along the front fence. 
I’ve kept this short as I just haven’t had time this month to do much writing, even though I’ve got soooo 
much to tell you! As it is it’s late, so I don’t even know if it will get in the Tattler this month. 
Among other news, Tim and I celebrated our 25th Wedding Anniversary in November! I’m looking into the 
possibility of restarting the Benalla Writers Group, and Tabletop Games at NEA (North East Artisans) is up 
and running for 2017.  
Probably the most exciting thing that’s happened at Molly Rose has been the addition of Ducks. Kael and I 
came home with 8 Muscovy ducklings on Christmas Eve. After the first four disappearing without a trace, 
these ducklings have been sleeping in a box in the laundry with Float, our odd chook (we think she’s a bit 
brain damaged and she’s a pet now) and all go outside during the day with our last remaining rabbit. 

  

  
 
Muscovies are more closely related to geese than ducks which means they don’t tend to breed with other 
ducks and if they do they only produce “mules”. They’re a primarily a meat duck, so they’re going to be 
large.  
At this stage we don’t know how many drakes or ducks we’ve got – they are hard to identify, especially as 
this lot we got were all different ages. Although we had identified 3 that might be drakes. Drakes have big-
ger bodies, chunkier legs and feather up more slowly than the females. Muscovies don’t quack, they peep, 
and eventually the drakes will only hiss.  
They are amazing flycatchers, spending a great deal of their time actually chasing any fly stupid enough to 
fly into their pen, and they are liquid fertilisers on legs. We empty their “pond” water every day or two and 
the plants are loving it! And soon they will be too big for their box so we need to get their portable coop built 
and electric netting bought – they’re already jumping out o. 
Write you again next month, 
Carla 
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Join us for Australia Day  

Breakfast from 8am 

Formalities from 9am 
Tatong Community Centre / Recreation Reserve 

 

Gold Coin donation  

Cooked and Cold breakfast available  
 

Raffle of Money Tree - (Tree with 100 scratchies at-

tached) 

 

Music provided by the talent of local Jessica Ritchie 

and accompanied by Stacey Emms. 


