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CHINA NATIONAL TREASURES i 16 DAY TRIP A DEAL TOUR (continued) Sharyn Harrison

Still in Beijing we went to a Tai Chi show and class, and then for i 4 1
a rickshaw ride along Ol d Bei
alleys). We were introduced
entertaining as he explained about the gambling on cricket fight-
ing in China (which is illegal) but still continues (like the cock
fighting in Bali). Some crickets he claims are sold for 10,000V,
about $2000 AUD!

After Beijing a coach drive took us to Suzhou, known as the
Venice of the East. We took a cruise along the Grand Canalto P
view |ife along Chinaés ancie|

We then visited the Linger-
ing Garden. It is a renowned
classical Chinese garden and also a UNESCO world herltage site. There were lots of
Bonsai trees and a large pond. The garden was planned around the four seasons.

# The house belonged to a rich family and had many rooms to house the concubines. One
¢ side was for the wife and on the other side were four bedrooms for the concubines.

i attended. This was the most crowded place we had been with lots of their local tourists
there as well. It is a beautiful city like Melbourne with botanical gardens. We also went
to the Hangzhou willow draped islands.

side while traditional European style architecture
is seen on the western side. The bund is a five
bl ock riverfront prome

i backdrop of sea and modern high rises. We had
a night cruise on the Huangpu River with all the
tall buildings lit up with a light show. A sight not
to miss, again | took heaps of photos.

- > We were also treated to a ride on the magnetic
train which reached 432 kph in 7 minut

being built as it costs 5 million per km to build. All new tracks will be for the bullet : . I8 "’#‘ &

trains which travel at 340 kph. Fast bullet trains are all over China. The Chinese s N - - 4‘ < "o
people prefer trains to planes as they are quicker. o il P -‘“
After Shanghai another we flew to Wuhan to join our 4 night cruise on the Yangtze §14° RS Baaatraraadriatid
River. | am so glad we did this as it was a great highlight of the trip, and also a rest ,‘.

before that dreaded flight home.

The ship sails through Xiling Gorge, the longest of the Three Gorges. We passed
through the ship locks, a great experience. We disembarked to visit the massive
Three Gorges Dam Project in the morning. The dam has two five stage locks to raise
and lower ships to the different river levels. Each lock in the five stages is 65feet

Cont. Over >
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high ,910 feet long. | was amazed not to see rubbish
floating down the river. It was very clean and not what we
expected.

We got off the boat at Chongging city for our flight back to
Melbourne via Shanghai. China is trying very hard to fix
their pollution problem and it is working. For Example in
Chongging, a city of 33 million people, there are no petrol
vehicles, only gas and electric. The motorbikes are all
electric and silent. They drive around at night with their
lights off, | guess to save power.

We had a wonderful holiday, but, as always, glad to get
home.  Sharyn

r Shepherds Contracting )

Net Wrap Rolls or Small Squares
Silage, Mowing, Raking, Tedding
. 27 Ft Tray Truck
Hay Bahng Hay & General Carting
Prompt & Professional Service
Will Consider Shares

Pasture Sowing Direct Drilling or.Over Sowipg
Pasture Renovation, Ploughing

Boom or Spot

Spraymg 18 Metre or 9 Metre Boom Units

D4 Dozer Excavator with Auger 350 & 450 Holes

\ Contact Darren 0438 850918 Greta South /

HILL TOP GARDEN RETREAT
Luxury accommodation and free breakfast featuring local produce
Contact us for special rates for local bookings

SWANPOOL
CREEK

winsns ) @B mumfns
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Another slice of pie

I commiserated with Mr Knapper about the obfuscation of th
9y It A&K fl y3adz3S 6KSy WwWS| OK
alerted to the acceptance of this dereliction of clarity, | have
found that my lexicon agrees with his findings. To think of

€

TNkl

Massage Therapist

WSAGKSND G2 0S8 woz2iKQ L ySY§ yug)&f,@“v%{l-“uAOé 02
WS OKQ a WwWSIOK Ay GdINYyQx w $pedish ?1@@10@ B2 F (i K &
which is not an equation at all.

L F2dzyR Al &aSyairotsS G2 dzaS Ay3t S0 gAGK W2NOT |
GAGK Wy2ND:I GKS O2yazylyo0os NB a 2 a0 SAY 3 a d
ba b YySY2yaOr O2yFANNAY3I i uKlﬁoTﬁa%égiom&g%@wég Fy
WSAGKSND FNB aAay3adzZ NI AYy Y tt26 ' ( Y §

is, | think, to enter a linguistic area of uncertainty.

L 1ly2¢ 2F | FlLY2dza YIyYy 6K2
82dzNJ Wbl &8Q 06S yleodé gKAOK L
gray areas, particularly in communication. The developmentpf
a gray area can be subtle, as is demonstrated by the followifjg

anecdote. _ Ladies...come and enjoy a
Two friends, C and H, were out walking.

| arAR G2 1z L tA1S G2 osno| sRampesng relaxation massage by a
| £ &dzNIINAASRZ &b ART a2 KFGKE local qualified professional Mrs

I NBLXASRS aL @118 y2dya Fy|R TRAB@UAONS €hRo #285, G KSE ffp of
WSYSYOSNI g6KSy Wl 00SaaQ ¢l a - ; g 0-R.8q,,3 KAy &2
e L d o NEt BEND SRo: ‘alid éxperiérice the'ianyenéfits * v

H had no further question. of therapeutlc massage.
/| GKSYy &FARX a+SNbAy3d 6SAN fI yadEﬁt@m@swelcome_
' FFGSNI O2yaARSNIGAZ2Y 2F gKIi KS KIR KSIFINRX 20aSNWBSR3 daa
we can eventually make language a complete impediment t
dzy RSNE Gl yYRAY I DE

It seems to me that is just what has happened wherever the
is war; from domestic violence to pandemic terrorism.
John, may the pie be palatable to you; but please,
G52 y20G 32 3ASyGtS Ayid2 GKIG

R I i
AP A= St = Y T T %JTA EPHRYANMP
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TATONG MEMORIAL HALL

Due to illness and the absence of office bearers A

the AGM advertised in the November Tattler has P .

been postponed to the new date shown below. @OW%%_ WO%M T =

Notice is given of a
PUBLIC MEETING 7;7'0 MZ&&

To be held at the Tatong hall on Wednesday the 7th M'?
of December at 7:30pm .
The purpose of the meeting is to nominate no less
than three (3) nor more than nine (9) persons as the
Committee of Management for the Tatong Hall for a { ]
term of three years. The current commi ttle F'term wi
expire on 14" January 2017.
All positions will be declared open and nominations
will be accepted prior to or on the night. Nominations
from women are encouraged.
Further information, nomination forms and nominee
declaration forms may be obtained by contacting
your local DELWP office or at the meeting. For fur- ;
ther enquiries please contact the Secretary, Mike 2/55 Carrier St, Benalla

Larkin on 57672323 PH: 03 5762 2100
Christmas wishes to all and a fun,
prosperous and contented New Year!! WWWSTEPH RYANCOMAU
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Landmark Benalla - P 03 5762 2188 / 206 Bridge Street, Benalla - landmark.com.au

CLEARING SALE

FRIDAY 9th DECEMBER 2016 — 9.00am
“YARRABUK?”, 1376 BENALLA TATONG RD, BENALLA A/C: AJ STEVENSON & B VIAL

Registration & Inspection 9.00am, Auction commencing 10.00am.

FARM: Landini 115hp tractor 600hrs, o/size tyres; 4in1
bucket -pallet forks- hay forks; Goldacres trailed
Boomspray 38ft, new pump; Farmtek 7ft heavy duty
slasher; Vertikator pasture seeder 3PL; Gibbons
Rawlings 28 disc offset plough; 12ft Land Grader; 4WD
Suzuki Stockman 78k Registered; 3 point linkage Hay
un-roller; 12ft Trailing Harrows; 22m spliced tow cable;
Fire fighting pump and hoses; 6ft Steel fence posts;
Fence wire; 2 x auxiliary diesel tanks; Electric Bench
drill; Aluminuim ext. ladder 12/23”; Chemical measuring
jugs. SHEEP: Lyco Hydraulic Wool press 8yr old; Tru
Test Stock weighing scales & crate; Tru Test reading
wand; Ajax wool press; Wool bale holder; Fleece
weighing scales; Sheep drenching & vaccinating gear;
Sterimatic Guidair applicator; Gas tail docker; 240v
electric handpiece; Fox lights; Farm pro feed out trailer;
30 x 8ft & 10ft feed troughs; Hay feeders x 3.

DIRECTIONS: From Benalla turn into Samaria Rd /C517. Continue on C517 Tatong Road. 14.6km from Benalla. “Yarrabuk™ on your

right, after Knight Rd. Follow Signs on the Day.

CATERING: Light Refreshments will be available for purchase on the day.
TERMS: Strictly payment by cash, eftpos or approved cheque on sale day. All buyers MUST register and bidding numbers will apply,

Photo ID is required. GST will apply.
VENDOR: Andrea Stevenson & Brian Vial 03 5766 6486.

CONTACT DETAILS: Landmark Benalla, 206 Bridge Street Benalla Ph: 03 5762 2188 Fax: 03 5762 5594.

Merchandise | Fertiliser |

Fencing

Stock Yards
Stock Feed
Animal Health
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HOUSE: Wardrobe; Futon; Assorted chairs; Toaster oven; Patio
Shade Umbrella; Karcher Patio pressure cleaner attachment;
Sunbeam mixmaster; 2 x Folding tables.

SUNDRIES: Flat-bar road bike; 2 x Tow bar bike carriers; School
lockers; Electric Carpenters Saw Bench; Trestles; 4x Plastic rubbish
bins; Jerry Cans.

Outside Entries: A/C Fred Kerr: 10X5 Tandem Trailer, Registered;
Near new meat saw — used once; Dumpy level complete; 14” drop
saw; Bench drill and grinder with Linisher; Gas set Oxy Bottle; Pipe
bender & Formers; Fruit picking ladder; welding rods; Lincoln Mig
Welder and Gas bottle; 6 trestles; MS261C Stihl Chainsaw 10hrs new
18” Bar and chain; 2 Load binders and chains 2x5m; Blacksmith vice;
2 boxes fencing gear (ex army ammo boxes); Fencing shovel long
handle special; 2 crow bars; 15 HP Kohler Motor brand new never
started. Contact: Fred Kerr 0488043912.

OUTSIDE VENDORS CONSIDERED:

Contact Bruce Biggs 0400 519 670.

Finance | Insurance

'WHAY'S ON YouR
MIND AT CALVING
?

Water Products
Fertiliser

\Weed and Pest Control
Work Boots and more...
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JOKES
An executive is interviewing a young apprentice for a
position in his company. He wants to find out something
about his personality so h
conversation with anyone, living or dead, who would
that be?0 The apprentice t
sponds: fAThe living one. 0

Sincerity is everything. If you can fake that, you have
got it made.

Abdicate (verb): To give up all hope of having a flat
stomach.

Here is a joke that would have worked better before the
USA presidential election.

The Pope and Donald Trump are standing side by side
on the stage at the Yankee Stadium, New York. The
Pope | eans in and says:
one little wave of my hand | can make everyone in this
stadium go wild? And not just for today, the joy will stay
in their hearts forever. o
Trump. ABut give it your b
hands him and knocks him off the stage.

And so the Trump phenomenon is the current big

news internationally ! The people of America spoke
emphatically about their dissatisfaction with the political
scene delivering a shock election outcome, especially

for the political left. Time will now tell about the outcome
of this election, the success or otherwise of Trump and
there may be even more such surprises in store, both in
the USA and here in Australia. Interesting times!

Mike Larkin

i D

re-

éh en
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

DOMESTIC AND AGRICULTURAL
BEATON'S PLUMBING

BENALLA PTY LTD

Lic No.40467
Telephone Office 03 5762 5999
Mobile Paul 0408 579 906
AT HoS 03 5762 74158 N

* Drainage *
I d oucbdsfitting Mot Walef Iastdllations>* s a ys
st shot. o §I3001finhg% Pope backrt

* Spouting *

* Sanitary *

* Septic Installations and Cleaning *
* Sewer Blockages *
* Water Supply *

you

Carpenter / Joiner
35 Years Experience

v Home Maintenance and Extensions
© Renovations P i

e

e Plastering
v Concreting No ,OP Too
e Carpentry 1 Blg ;‘
e Tiling . or

o Smal

Cnr Mitchell & Stephens Rd, Tatong

Phone 5767 2327
Mobile 0417 588 784

Bedrock Quarries
v Farm access roads
Y Driveways
v Tracks E—
v Hardstand areas

All made, repaired or renovated
using Lurg Hills grave!

Call me: Tim Ward - 0427 587 458
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(White Gate Wool ©)

White Gate Dinner @ the Tavern

will be on Wednesday December 7th - but Note!
The Tavern is Brewing a District Christmas Feast.
See Deb’s “Tavern” page for more details.

Breakfast @ Samaria Farm will be
on Saturday December 17th, at about 9am, or
whenever you get there. Maybe on the lovely
enclosed verandah, maybe out in the garden.

NB: lemon butter is damn fine on the scones.
Tragedy in Purple

Act 1: A train pulls into Clifton Hill railway station.
| grab the handle of my trolley-bag and step on
board; the door closes, the train pulls away from
the station, and | realise | have left my beloved
purple knapsack on the seat. Can’t jump off the
train. Frantic, | consult my Smart Phone for a
number to call, but find nothing helpful before we
arrive at the next station. | leap onto Westgarth
platform, and wait 15 minutes for the next city-
bound train. Pass time listening to Metro Trains
phone options. For Lost Property they reel off a
different number. The city-bound train arrives and
takes me back to Clifton Hill station. | leap out,
race down the underpass and up to the out-bound
station. My lovely bag is gone.

Back down along the underpass to the staffed
side of Clifton Hill. | leave my details and a
description of my bag. Trail back sadly in the
underpass to the out-bound side, to get on the
next train. Of course, | got on the wrong one.

Got out at Rushall, walked (stomped) across to
Westgarth. Got there just in time to miss the train.
Act 2: Arrive home 24 hours later, to a message
on the machine, giving a mobile number, and
saying she has my purple knapsack, will | ring or
ought she give it to the station! Overjoyed, | ring
the number, and am told, "Optus advises that the
mobile phone currently is not accepting
incoming calls". | send some texts.

Act 3: yet to unfold.

Moral; do not put your bag down at the
station. - Andi (Andrea) Stevenson
andistev@yahoo.com.au
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White Gate Fire Truck Roster

Hamish McMillan 27 Nov Max Marriot 25 Dec
Ross Runnalls 4 Dec Matthew Defazio 1 Jan
David Elford 11 Dec Norton Grimwade 8 Jan

Leigh Humphries 18 Dec Terry Ryan 15 Jan

A Final Wuff

This is the very last White Gate Woof.

I'll stay involved with the Tattler - don't break out the
champagne yet. But, | will no longer have the honour of
living at White Gate.

White Gate - the locality that doesn't officially exist, but
officially has a fire shed, with a very large catchment. White
Gate; named, it is said, for the white gate which once
marked the entrance to Tatong Estate, near what is now
known as EIm Tree Corner. | do wish someone had taken a
photo of the white gate!

We bought our farm here 15 years ago last winter; June
2001, the same month my pup was born. We built a house,
and moved in. Some of our sheep came over from the
Riverina farm with us (but not in the house). The theory was,
we'd run sheep a few years, then sell them off and look for a
quieter lifestyle. | thought, but what's my dog going to do?
Can't have a Kelpie, and no sheep! I'll have to keep a few
wethers back.

Well; we sold all the sheep last month, on Auctions Plus, a
bloodline of some 50 years. My dog had gone daffy a couple
of years back, and deaf with it. She's been doing the
retirement thing. Every now and then she remembers what
sheep are, and does a few nice moves. Then she wanders
off and stands in totally the wrong place, deaf to my
entreaties that she get out of the flaming way.

My dog inspired the name for this column. | visited Ken & Di
McKay, who then lived on the corner. They were grand-child
-minding, and their grand-daughter came in looking mightily
indignant, and announced that the Woof had Wet her. (ie,
Jubi had licked her). Thus came about a name for a column.
This identity can morph oddly. Someone, told | was the
White Gate Woof, thought | was the White Gate Wolf....
Here endeth the era. An opening for someone else’s
column!

:-.,g‘g’:

£
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM TATONG TAVERN
2581 Tatong Road Tatong Vic 3673 Phone 57672210

Christmas has crept upon me once again. One moment | was complaining about the cold and rain and seeing

how far we could stretch our fire wood, then 6whamé, itods
load, the weeds are out of control, seen a snake or two and the dogs coat needs to be shaven along with fifty

other chores to fit in between, which all represent to me the mad, crazy and sometimes insane season leading

up to Christmas. Saying all that | still jump in like the completely demented person that | am and start to prepare

the soaking of fruit in a ton of booze for all the fruitcakes and plum puddings | will be baking of which | might

add, if anyone wants to order any of the above please call me at the Tavern and this demented person will go up

another notch in the crazy department and cook you her be
or noto.

Just backing up a little, to talk about the Biggest Garage Sale. We had a ball on the day selling the most ridicu-

l ous bits of rubbish, which | still candt quite believe p
until next sale which | believe will be around March. | have already figured out the most useless pieces of what

nots will sell the fastest, of which Chris has by the bucket loads in his sheds. | bet he puts double locks on his

sheds so | candét get in.

I would also like to thank John Gregory for supplying us with a round bale for our Hay bale contest, at the elev-

enth hour. We are completely indebted to you John. The bale is still sitting next to the tavern in its entire glori-

ous orange colour waiting for me to proceed to upgrading it to a Christmas theme, which will happen in -

bet ween cooking cakes, serving beer, waiting tables, and
even begun yet. | 6dm sure counsellors must make a packet a
heads and the wild erratic behaviour that we present at this time.

Back to Christmas. We have once again arranged for all the local groups who come for our dinners at the Tav-

ern {Whitegate, Tatong and Molyullah} to meet up together for a Christmas dinner on Wednesday 7 ™ December
6.00p.m. Onwards. Last year we had a bit of a surprise with the flash mob singers who suddenly started to sing

in the middle of dinner. This year no surprises, but we will still have Kristen Marriot and friends playing Christ-

mas music for the get together and a special Christmas meal organised for the night , so come along and enjoy

the | ast get together for the year of all the groups and
while. Call us at the Tavern ON 57672210 if youbre not su
P.S. Kate Smith has returned to Tatong and the Tavern and will be officially waitressing for this particular night,

so we hope every -one gives Kate a rousing welcome back cheer.

The Tavern will be open for Christmas Lunch only . Sunday 25 "™ December so book early as last year we had a
few disappointed people who couldnét get a booking at the
only fit so many into the Tavern. Call to book on 57672210 to Chris or Deb for a special Christmas luncheon.

TATONG_OPEN SATURDAY NIGHT NEW YEARS EVE 31 DECEMBER.

CLOSED CHRISTMAS NIGHT SUNDAY 25™ DECEMBER i CLOSED - NO MEALS AVAILABLE. STAFF GONE
HOME FOR XMAS.

CLOSED NEWS YEARS DAY SUNDAY 1°TJANUARY 2017 - CLOSED - DEB AND CHRIS GONE FISHING.

FROM CHRIS, DEB AND ALL THE STAFF AT THE TATONG TAVERN WE WISH YOU A WON-
DERFUL CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS START TO THE NEW YEAR.
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Gravel/Crushed Rock guee’

v  Crushed Rock / Aggregates

To suit Driveways, Laneways, Pathways etc
Earthmoving equipment available for all jobs

1

servicing all areas
Direct to public
Pick up or Delivery /'

"~ LSQUARRY

A The quality is in our product

Ph 9768 2366

Thinking of a
Garden Wedding?

VIEW our
garden and
consider the
potential of

picture perfect .

setting and e
personalized RS
planning, B

Ph 03 57 66 6275

www.birchwoodnearbenalla.com.au

“DEFA

10°

Coneretmg?&.Pavmg

house ~s-§1~b}s

Ibs'

concreilie.
|

shed:
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ATTENTION

RESIDENTS OF TATONG, LIMA, SWAN-
POOL, MOLYULLAH AND SURROUNDING
AREAS

How much is your home worth? Even if youdr
example...are you adequately insured?

Contact our friendly sales staff, Garry Hubbard and Ryan Daykin for your cost-free and obligation -free

appraisal. We are available 7 days a week!

431 Tatong- Tolmie Road, TATONG 53 Stephens Road, TATONG 24 Tatong-Tolmie Road, TATONG

CONTACT US TODAY!

57751188

I I ‘ : Mansfield Real Estate is a proven market leader successfully selling and leasing residential, rural, lifestyle, comiha@gelbament real
estate over the past 25 years in all areas of the Mansfield District. We stake our reputation on providing the best gms&ibleo our clients

MANSFIELD 40A HIGH STREERNSFIELD VIC 3720PEN 7 DAYS
RE AL ESTATE www.mansfieldrealestate.com.au Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!
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el

Christmas Quiz

Children
1 Where does Santa live?
H 2K2 FFNB {FydlQa KSt LSNHK
3 Beside Rudolph, name the other eight reindeer.
4 Who stole Christmas?

p 2KIG A& dzadz-fte dzaSR F2NJ I ayz246YlyQa yz2aSkK
c 2KFG O2f2dzNJ Aa {FydlQa KIF{dK
T 2KFd gFa wdzR2f LIKQa LildzyAaKYSyd F2N KI 13 SK

8 How many points does a snowflake have?
9 Does Rudolph have antlers?
10 What is the most popular ornament for the top of a Christmas tree?
YFEye 1Fy3FrNR2&a 0022YSNARO LlzZ € {FydlQa aft SA3IK 29S8

| 2 ¢
12 Where was Jesus born?

M M
13 What is the most common gift in a Christmas cracker?

14 What king of vehicle does Santa ride in?
15 What might you find at the foot of your bed on Christmas morning?

Adults
1 In which modern country was St Nicholas born?
H blFYS {ONR23SQ& RSIR o0dzaAySaa LI NIySNWD B
o D22R YAy3 28y08attra gta GKS 5dz1S 27 X:iﬂﬂgiid'ﬁ;‘
4 Which company is credited (?) with commercialising Christmas? o ':’;% : ‘
Ly (KS a2y3s ¢KS ¢6St0S 518a 2F / KNXK& ‘553”§§hﬁﬁ' f 2
X {ONR2350Q0a FANEG yIYSK s - 3

p
c

2 KIFdG ol a
7 What colour are the berries on the mistletoe plant?

8 Which ghost did Scrooge fear most?
9 Red and green are the colours most associated with Christmas. Which two colours a

next most popular?

10 In which country was eggnog created?
11 What gifts did the three wise men bring?
12 For which instrument was Silent Night written?
Mo 2K2 gNRGS WwW!I [/ KNRadYlFa /I NRBfQK
14 When does Santa visit children in Germany and Holland?
15 True or false in Germany, the first child to find the pickled onion in the Christmas tree gets an extra present?
Answers Page 24
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Molyullah Musingg December 2016

¢CKS az2feédz f I Kk! LILISNI wel yQaity:/ NES{ /2YYdzyAdGe& / KNXR
The Christmas BBQ will be held on Thursdﬁf/écember at the Molyullah Recreation Reserve from 6.00pm. BYO

everything (including the Aeroguard!) . Santa will make an appearance.

Tatong Tavern Combined Community Christmas Dinner:

This annual dinner will be held on Wednesday, 7 December from 6.00pm. The evening includes a Christmas Dinn
Dessert, plus Tea or Coffee for $32.00. Small plate diners will pay $25.00 per head. There will be entertainment sc
come along and enjoy some Christmas festivity with the Whitegate, Tatong and Molyullah Dinner Groups. All invited

Games Night:

It is proposed to hold a regular games night at the Molyullah Hall to enable the community to fully utilize the facilitie
and catch up with friends and neighbours. The first of these nights will be held on Friday, 13 January from 6.30 pm.
BYO food and beverages along with some enthusiasm for table tennis, pool, scrabble etc. or simply for a bit of a cat
up with your friends and neighbours.

Museum:

There is a questionnaire out at the moment for feedback regarding the establishment of a Museum for preserving
old local items of interest. It is important to make a decision regarding this before items are disposed of in the clearil
out / decluttering process which is more prevalent in these times of plenty.

Whilst | think it is a great idea and have some items to contribute, it is hard to commit to being involved when there

I NE | fNBlFIRé& Ylye RSYIYR&a 2y 2ySQa GAYSo® 28§ |ff
establishment of a museum that you put your hand up. This will usually end up with the best result as it is hard to
g2N] G I LINP2SOl ¢oKAOK Aa a2yS2yS StasSqQa LI aaizyo

already doing more than their bit. The community would welcome some new and/or younger locals partigjpating
particularly if they have a bit of interest in the history of the area and would like to meet locals with a bit of knowl-
edge.

In 2000 | was involved in the historical display at the Hall for the Centenary Sports and to this day | find useful the
contacts and the history | learned.

Please contact Bill Willett or Bronwyn Forman if you need further details.
CFAc Molyullah

At a meeting on Monday, 14 November our CFA Captain, Campbell Griffin stepped down. Many thanks must be
given to Campbell for his service over the last ten years and in particular during the recent difficult times for the CFA
DS2FF C2NXIY KIFIA AGSLIISR Ay G2 OGKS [/ FLWFAYyQa LI2AAGA:
have a weltrained and enthusiastic team. Many thanks for taking on this position Geoff.

C2NJ Fdzft RSOFAfa 2F OKFy3aSa G2 2dzNJ / C! aidNHzOG dzZNB LIt
the process of being issued .

Highlight in November
{ I N} K "IbkthdayQvas cglebrated by her friends, colleagues, and neighbours at
the Molyullah Hall on 5 November (not her birthday).
¢tKS SYGSNIFAYYSyld o6Fa LINPOARSR o6& a/ 2d
meal (and in particular the sausage rolls made by Thomas and Henry). What a great
}‘- venue for such an event.

Seasons Greeting

Best wishes to everyone for the festive season. Hope all your fire prep is underway,
your work is up to date and that you can look forward to a bit of rest and recreation in
the coming weeks.

Py GAf ySEG &SN X

Janette knapper@bordernet.com.au
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The Sheep Shenanigans & Chookie News failure, sigh. Oh well, someti
) ) R ) only had one chick hatch from 30 eggs! And that was my

So this year | didndot win t Rg&ucaBex)@nlthe Bpside®aft thel cHodks aré\edithy il g C

petition, which made a nicedqsghagddRel SO dndonNnédim RewWesi@l | ir

story for the Tattler this year. However, if you want to the cute little café in the Denny Street Carpark. If you

check out my short stories, and a bunch of short stories havenodt been there, then | suct

from some amazingly talented writers, go to http:// makes fantastic food and hot chocolates. "

needleinthehay.net/ a n d sea rc h u n_d er  Cwdél chrigtihds % fast bppr¥aehing il the boys are con-

find some of my pieces. Congratulations to the winner tinually reminding me i but first there is our 25" Wedding

Glen Baker with an incredible poem and Ruth Schlossfor  Anni versary at the end of Nove

hergreatstoryit heyore still on di syfhnfilingittd25YdaB. AR BagslatterChiisimas the

brary but not for much longer. birthdays begin. This is a very busy time of year for us i it

November is NaNoWriMo i National Novel Writing Month  caims down again after April!
i the aim is to try and get the first draft of your novel writ-  \yjishing you and yours a happy and safe Christmas full of

ten in 30 days. In this case, a novel is 50,000 words, good cheer, great food, many blessings and lots of love
which technically isnbdt a nQI\{@||@|U|t @r|npé(e§,d,@ adleave!lisnase
generally around the 80,000 word mark. So, glutton for Carla

punishment that | am, | am participating. At this rate | will
not get to 50,000 words by November 30, however, | am
happy with my progress, 22,000 words done and dusted
as of November 20, and when
currently am, thatés not b oSk
Spring next year | will have three sheepkins attempting to
keep the grass at acceptable levels. This year, not so
much. Our place was so waterlogged that by the time it
finally dried out enough to mow without getting bogged
the grass was too |l ong. An
the back | feel Iike | 06m i ng®¥
Whi pper snipping is no | ongsg
and my elbow and shoulders, so we started investigating
the scythe option, first as a bit of a joke, but then seri-
ously.

| fellin love withtheideai scyt hebs are ¢
goggl es or ear muffs and nog
head to foot in grass like whipper snippers, are a great :
way to exercise and meditate in the early morning i the wm%
best time to scythe is in the early morning when the grass jé"'

is still wet with dew T and all the boys are interested in & @'
learning how too. Y
Our scythe and snaths arrived on Friday one for Tim and @
one for me and as they are adjustable they will also fit all “
theboysit heyore now put togeth %
though we still need to watch the videos and practice the
techni ques. I 611 be out there Sdon swi away and har -

vesting the souls of a variety of grasses. BADDAGINNIE/SWAN OOL CONCERT
Itds been interestiilgentoatt t i @gr coritert i&roa Thurstlayd®f December at the

and did a bit of a count of the variety of grasses and wild- Swanpool Hall. Everyone is invited to come along
flowers growing at our place and counted 15+ different )

Baddaglnnle/SwanpooI
School News

feady to go, al -

species! and enjoy the night with us. Starting time is 6.30pm.
The sheepkins are all doing well and there have been no

dramas, thankfu”y, well, aside from StraWberry gettlng Enrolments are always welcome:

stuck under the house the other morning as she went un- ..

der the veranda while Peach went over it. Which then Please contact for any enQU|r|e§W3np00|
meant | had to go commando crawling under the houseto §7 82392 Roz Davidson

escort her out! Sheds now 5 weeks ol and growing rap-
idly. Baddaginnie

Tonight as | write this there is a gentle sound of rain fal-

ling on the garden outside 5%@3%233(1@@”9?@”@% happy for
little more rain. | am amazed at how quickly the ground

has dried out. The back garden bed Brydon built is now .

planted out with lettuce, celery, capsicum, tomatoes, cu-  We thank the community for the support the school
cumbers and tomatoes and we have a large cool climate  has received over the year, we wish you all a very

banana growing around the front too. The front garden Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year
bed is still in the process of being built, but getting there. '

l6ve had a really bad hat chYE 0ok forvard tg bringing,our neys fo,you againg .

both lots of expensive fertilised eggs have been a gross next year.
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Ten years ago already

On December 1% 2006 there were over 70 lightning
strikes in North East Victoria. There were several fires in a
line from Molyullah to Mount Buffalo. Bill Willett and Camp-
bell Griffin roused us at something like 1.00am and we
drove to a vantage point where we could see a strike in
the hill above our top paddock. We took a rough bearing
and agreed to come back at daybreak.

Next morning, do you think we could find it? There were

What a season

Wow! 735 millimetres of rain in six months. My rainfall
records only go back to 1991. Since then there have been
ten years (including last year) when there was less than
that for the whole year.

The down side is closed roads, limited access to pad-
docks, bogged vehicles, flies and mozzies big enough to
cart you away. The CFA are warning that there will be a lot
of fuel once things dry out. This may be a good time to

} check your fire plan (hope yol
people walking everywhere. The Molyullah Tanker went up block.
Schultz Rd to our boundary. Nobody could find it. We
eventually went home for breakfast. By far the worst thing for me is the proliferation of weeds,
especially that blue floweri Pat t er sonés Cur se
Midmor ni ng, i tds a bit war metpnJang. theréasiry e disdapBointnant is riytoBséntatod .
Janette and | went for another look. As soon as we drove that a lot of people seem to be doing absolutely nothing
up to the top we could see the smoke T it had flared up. to try and stop its spread. The Government department re-
Neighbour Paul Erskine came to help. Janette went home sponsible seems more concerned about changing its
to call it in. There was no track access, so Paul and | set name than tackling the problem.
off up the hill with back pack and rake hoe. Reinforce- o ) , )
ments arrived and the fire was contained to about 15 .The up side is good soil moisture, good hay and sﬂagg
acres. yield, good stream flow, full dams and tanks. The trees in
our hills look happy and healthy, but, for me, the best is
Six weeks later, second we etheahsglute masg of wildflpwegs ghig year. The ofclids,a | o t
hotter, the fuelods a | ot dr illes ferashhgrbsiandg@ssesiopkgrectacufpe Bherearey b o u

find out that lightning can strike twice. Apparently the com-
munication from the fire tower was something like,
filightning

that pager message againi 6 Fi r e at

A CFA command post was set up in our top paddock
with 6Killerd in command.
ground. The aircraft reported spotting 500 metres ahead. |
clearly remember Killer
It nearly did, but before that it impacted Watchbox, Ryans
Creek, Toomballup, Tolmie and on from there

This sector of the fire was always referred to as the Ta-
tong Fire even though it started in Molyullah and never
really impacted Tatong. We all decided that the media

so many that some of our paddocks look more like mead-
ows.

gome tiaggrfoundhe csff8nkefifof the'séhSoR to all
Knapper so.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours
a very happy and healthy holiday period. It is traditionally a

ThHeme waos emd ,adge Nk amdt the mer |
try. Unfortunately, for some people, Christmas is a time of
s a y istregs,andiarixiaty fer a varielty lof regsonstMany peoples St r

find themselves on their own on Christmas Day. Perhaps,
in the spirit of Christmas, there may be room for one or two
more at the dinner table T there certainly is at ours. If you
are on your own and fancy
call 5766 6268. Just asking and making sure people really
are all right might make a difference.

Chr i

couldnét work out how to spell or pronounce Molyullah, so
settled for Tatong. My favourite comedian e\{er was Dave Allen. He alwgys
signed off his TV show with t1l

John Knapper

Tatong
Heritage

Tatong Heritage Group Meeting
Monday 28th November at 4.00pm
Tatong Memorial Hall
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line now - "Goodnight, thank you, and may your God go
with you".

Shalom  John Knapper

ABOUT SPEEDING CARS
Could the drivers who speed through the Tatong town-ship
please consider the safety of locals and Tavern visitors
plus the possibility of people including children crossing
the street. It is a 60 KILOMETRE PER HOUR SPEED
ZONE and by excessive speeding you will take off less
than a minute of time for your journey. Is it worth it when
you risk the nightmare of hitting and possibly killing some-
one?
Mike Larkin
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