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CHINA NATIONAL TREASURES ï 16 DAY TRIP A DEAL TOUR (continued)                    Sharyn Harrison 

Still in Beijing we went to a Tai Chi show and class, and then for 
a rickshaw ride along Old Beijingôs Hutongôs (narrow ancient 
alleys).  We were introduced to the ñCricket Manò. He was highly 
entertaining as he explained about the gambling on cricket fight-
ing in China (which is illegal) but still continues (like the cock 
fighting in Bali). Some crickets he claims are sold for 10,000Y, 
about $2000 AUD! 

After Beijing a coach drive took us to Suzhou, known as the 
Venice of the East. We took a cruise along the Grand Canal to 
view life along Chinaôs ancient waterway. 

 We then visited the Linger-
ing Garden. It is a renowned 
classical Chinese garden and also a UNESCO world heritage site. There were lots of 
Bonsai trees and a large pond. The garden was planned around the four seasons. 

The house belonged to a rich family and had many rooms to house the concubines. One 
side was for the wife and on the other side were four bedrooms for the concubines.    

The next night we went to Hangzhou, which was the site of the G20 that our politicians 
attended. This was the most crowded place we had been with lots of their local tourists 
there as well.  It is a beautiful city like Melbourne with botanical gardens.  We also went 
to the Hangzhou willow draped islands. 

Shanghai was our next stop with a visit to the famous Bund. Shanghai is divided by the 
Huang Pu River into eastern and western sections. 

 Modern mega high rises are seen on the eastern 
side while traditional European style architecture 
is seen on the western side.  The bund is a five 
block riverfront promenade. I took many photoôs 
Chinese brides getting married with the beautiful 
backdrop of sea and modern high rises.  We had 
a night cruise on the Huangpu River with all the 
tall buildings lit up with a light show.  A sight not 
to miss, again I took heaps of photos. 

We were also treated to a ride on the magnetic 
train which reached 432 kph in 7 minutes. It ófloatsô above the rail. There are no more 
being built as it costs 5 million per km to build. All new tracks will be for the bullet 
trains which travel at 340 kph.  Fast bullet trains are all over China.  The Chinese 
people prefer trains to planes as they are quicker. 

After Shanghai another we flew to Wuhan to join our 4 night cruise on the Yangtze 
River.  I am so glad we did this as it was a great highlight of the trip, and also a rest 
before that dreaded flight home.   

The ship sails through Xiling Gorge, the longest of the Three Gorges.  We passed 
through the ship locks, a great experience.  We disembarked to visit the massive 
Three Gorges Dam Project in the morning. The dam has two five stage locks to raise 
and lower ships to the different river levels.  Each lock in the five stages is 65feet 

Cont. Over >  
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 high ,910 feet long. I was amazed not to see rubbish 
floating down the river. It was very clean and not what we 
expected.    

We got off the boat at Chongqing city for our flight back to 
Melbourne via Shanghai.  China is trying very hard to fix 
their pollution problem and it is working.  For Example in 
Chongqing, a city of 33 million people, there are no petrol 
vehicles, only gas and electric. The motorbikes are all 
electric and silent. They drive around at night with their 
lights off, I guess to save power. 

We had a wonderful holiday, but, as always, glad to get 
home.      Sharyn 
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Ladies...come and enjoy a  

pampering relaxation massage by a 
local qualified professional Mrs 

Trudi Nichols.  Enjoy some ômeõ time 
and experience the many benefits 

of therapeutic massage.   

Enquiries welcome.   
 

410 Tatong-Moorngag Road,
Moorngag Vic 3673

Enquiries to: 03 5767 2371

Another slice of pie 
I commiserated with Mr Knapper about the obfuscation of the 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ΨŜŀŎƘΩ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŜƛǘƘŜǊΩΦ .ŜƛƴƎ 
alerted to the acceptance of this dereliction of clarity, I have 
found that my lexicon agrees with his findings. To think of 
ΨŜƛǘƘŜǊΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨōƻǘƘΩ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƎȅƳƴŀǎǘƛŎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ 
ΨŜŀŎƘΩ ŀǎ ΨŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴΩΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ΨŜƛǘƘŜǊΩ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳŀǘƛƻƴΥ 
which is not an equation at all. 
L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ǎŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ΨŜƛǘƘŜǊΩ όǎƛƴƎƭŜύ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƻǊΩΤ ŀƴŘ ΨƴŜƛǘƘŜǊΩ 
ǿƛǘƘ ΨƴƻǊΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƻƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ 
ŀǎ ŀ ƳƴŜƳƻƴƛŎΣ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ΨŜŀŎƘΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨŜƛǘƘŜǊΩ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ΨŜƛǘƘŜǊΩ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ ΨōƻǘƘΩ 
is, I think, to enter a linguistic area of uncertainty. 
L ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ψ¸ŜŀΩ ōŜ ȅŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ΨbŀȅΩ ōŜ ƴŀȅΦέ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ 
gray areas, particularly in communication. The development of 
a gray area can be subtle, as is demonstrated by the following 
anecdote. 
Two friends, C and H, were out walking. 
/ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IΣ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǾŜǊō ǿƻǊŘǎΦέ 
IΣ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŀǘΚέ 
/ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άL ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǾŜǊōǎΦ 
wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎΩ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎΚ bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 
ŘƻΦ Lǘ Ǝƻǘ ǾŜǊōŜŘΦέ 
H had no further question. 
/ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά±ŜǊōƛƴƎ ǿŜƛǊŘǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦέ 
IΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƘŜŀǊŘΣ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ άaŀȅōŜ 
we can eventually make language a complete impediment to 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦέ 
It seems to me that is just what has happened wherever there 
is war; from domestic violence to pandemic terrorism. 
John, may the pie be palatable to you; but please, 
ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǊƪ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ 
wŀƎŜΗ wŀƎŜΗ wŀƎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ 
Vin Masters.  

TATONG MEMORIAL HALL  
Due to illness and the absence of office bearers 
the AGM advertised in the November Tattler has 
been postponed to the new date shown below.  

Notice is given of a 
PUBLIC MEETING 

To be held at the Tatong hall on Wednesday the  7th 
of December at 7:30pm . 
The purpose of the meeting is to nominate no less 
than three (3) nor more than nine (9) persons as the 
Committee of Management for the Tatong Hall for a 
term of three years. The current committeeôs term will 
expire on 14th January 2017. 
All positions will be declared open and nominations 
will be accepted prior to or on the night. Nominations 
from women are encouraged. 
Further information, nomination forms and nominee 
declaration forms may be obtained by contacting 
your local DELWP office or at the meeting. For fur-
ther enquiries please contact the Secretary, Mike 
Larkin on 57672323 
 

Christmas wishes to all and a fun, 
prosperous and contented New Year!!  
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FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS 

DOMESTIC AND AGRICULTURAL 

BEATON'S PLUMBING  

BENALLA PTY LTD  
Lic No.40467 

Telephone Office 03 5762 5999 

Mobile Paul 0408 579 906 

After Hours 03 5762 7415 
* Drainage * 

* Gasfitting Hot Water Installations *  

* Roofing * 

* Spouting * 

* Sanitary * 

* Septic Installations and Cleaning * 

* Sewer Blockages * 

* Water Supply * 

 JOKES 
An executive is interviewing a young apprentice for a 
position in his company. He wants to find out something 
about his personality so he asks: ñIf you could have a 
conversation with anyone, living or dead, who would 
that be?ò The apprentice thinks for a moment then re-
sponds: ñThe living one.ò 
 
Sincerity is everything. If you can fake that, you have 
got it made. 
 
Abdicate (verb): To give up all hope of having a flat 
stomach. 
 
Here is a joke that would have worked better before  the 
USA presidential election.  
The Pope and Donald Trump are standing side by side 
on the stage at the Yankee Stadium, New York. The 
Pope leans in and says: ñDo you know, Donald, with 
one little wave of my hand I can make everyone in this 
stadium go wild? And not just for today, the joy will stay 
in their hearts forever.ò ñI doubt that, Francis,ò says 
Trump. ñBut give it your best shot.ò So the Pope back-
hands him and knocks him off the stage. 
And so the Trump phenomenon is the current big 
news internationally ! The people of America spoke 
emphatically about their dissatisfaction with the political 
scene delivering a shock election outcome, especially 
for the political left. Time will now tell about the outcome 
of this election, the success or otherwise of Trump and 
there may be even more such surprises in store, both in 
the USA and here in Australia. Interesting times! 
Mike Larkin                                   
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM TATONG TAVERN 

2581 Tatong Road Tatong Vic 3673 Phone 57672210 

 

Christmas has crept upon me once again. One moment I was complaining about the cold and rain and seeing 

how far we could stretch our fire wood, then ówhamó, itôs hot and weôre battling flies and mossies by the truck 

load, the weeds are out of control, seen a snake or two and the dogs coat needs to be shaven along with fifty 

other chores to fit in between, which all represent to me the mad, crazy and sometimes insane season leading 

up to Christmas. Saying all that I still jump in like the completely demented person that I am and start to prepare 

the soaking of fruit in a ton of booze for all the fruitcakes and plum puddings I will be baking of which I might 

add, if anyone wants to order any of the above please call me at the Tavern and this demented person will go up 

another notch in the crazy department and cook you her best fruit cake ever because I really love it. ñBelieve it 

or notò.  

Just backing up a little, to talk about the Biggest Garage Sale. We had a ball on the day selling the most ridicu-

lous bits of rubbish, which I still canôt quite believe people brought. But the whole day was brilliant, canôt wait 

until next sale which I believe will be around March.  I have already figured out the most useless pieces of what 

nots will sell the fastest, of which Chris has by the bucket loads in his sheds. I bet he puts double locks on his 

sheds so I canôt get in. 

I would also like to thank John Gregory for supplying us with a round bale for our Hay bale contest, at the elev-

enth hour. We are completely indebted to you John. The bale is still sitting next to the tavern in its entire glori-

ous orange colour waiting for me to proceed to upgrading it to a Christmas theme, which will happen in -

between cooking cakes, serving beer, waiting tables, and ñgod help meò, shopping for presents which I havenôt 

even begun yet. Iôm sure counsellors must make a packet at this time of the year, with sorting out peopleôs 

heads and the wild erratic behaviour that we present at this time.  

Back to Christmas.  We have once again arranged for all the local groups who come for our dinners at the Tav-

ern {Whitegate, Tatong and Molyullah} to meet up together for a Christmas dinner on Wednesday 7
th

 December 

6.00p.m. Onwards.  Last year we had a bit of a surprise with the flash mob singers who suddenly started to sing 

in the middle of dinner. This year no surprises, but we will still have Kristen Marriot and friends playing Christ-

mas music for the get together and a special Christmas meal organised for the night , so come along and enjoy 

the last get together for the year of all the groups and meet up with friends you possibly havenôt seen for a 

while. Call us at the Tavern ON 57672210 if youôre not sure whatôs going on and hope to see you on the night. 

P.S. Kate Smith has returned to Tatong and the Tavern and will be officially waitressing for this particular night, 

so we hope every -one gives Kate a rousing welcome back cheer.  

The Tavern will be open for Christmas Lunch only . Sunday 25
th

 December so book early as last year we had a 

few disappointed people who couldnôt get a booking at the last minute.  We hate to say no to people but we can 

only fit so many into the Tavern.  Call to book on 57672210 to Chris or Deb for a special Christmas luncheon.  

TATONG OPEN SATURDAY NIGHT NEW YEARS EVE 31
st

 DECEMBER. 

CLOSED CHRISTMAS NIGHT  SUNDAY 25
TH

 DECEMBER ïCLOSED - NO MEALS AVAILABLE.  STAFF GONE 

HOME FOR XMAS.  

CLOSED NEWS YEARS DAY  SUNDAY 1
ST

JANUARY 2017 - CLOSED - DEB AND CHRIS GONE FISHING.  

FROM CHRIS, DEB AND ALL THE STAFF AT THE TATONG TAVERN WE WISH YOU A WON-

DERFUL CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS START TO THE NEW YEAR.  

 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://pariseselperro.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/free-christmas-clip-art-backgrounds-2016-tgqzpchb.png&imgrefurl=http://pariseselperro.com/free-christmas-clip-art-backgrounds-2016.html&docid=72celEobb_XVHM&tbnid=QHw
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/verse-clipart-Transparent_Christmas_Mistletoe_Garland_Flowers_PNG_Clipart.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/christian-merry-christmas-clipart&docid=Hqi_aqF0R3dGwM&tbnid=
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ATTENTION 

RESIDENTS OF TATONG, LIMA, SWAN-

POOL, MOLYULLAH AND SURROUNDING 

AREAS 

How much is your home worth? Even if youõre not ready to sell, itõs important to know! For 

example...are you adequately insured? 

 

Contact our friendly sales staff, Garry Hubbard and Ryan Daykin for your  cost-free and obligation -free 

appraisal. We are available 7 days a week! 

431 Tatong-Tolmie Road, TATONG 53 Stephens Road, TATONG 24 Tatong-Tolmie Road, TATONG 

SO
LD

 

SO
LD

 

SO
LD

 

Mansfield Real Estate is a proven market leader successfully selling and leasing residential, rural, lifestyle, commercial and development real 

estate over the past 25 years in all areas of the Mansfield District. We stake our reputation on providing the best possible service to our clients 

CONTACT US TODAY! 

5775 1188  

40A HIGH STREET, MANSFIELD VIC 3722 - OPEN 7 DAYS 

www.mansfieldrealestate.com.au - Follow us on Facebook & Instagram! 
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Answers Page 24 

              

Christmas Quiz     

     

Children 

1 Where does Santa live?                                                           

н ²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎΚ  

3 Beside Rudolph, name the other eight reindeer. 

4 Who stole Christmas? 

р ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƴƻǿƳŀƴΩǎ ƴƻǎŜΚ 

с ²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ƛǎ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ƘŀǘΚ 

т ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ wǳŘƻƭǇƘΩǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŘ ƴƻǎŜΚ 

8 How many points does a snowflake have? 

9 Does Rudolph have antlers? 

10 What is the most popular ornament for the top of a Christmas tree? 

мм Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƪŀƴƎŀǊƻƻǎ όōƻƻƳŜǊǎύ Ǉǳƭƭ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ǎƭŜƛƎƘ ƻǾŜǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΚ 

12 Where was Jesus born? 

13 What is the most common gift in a Christmas cracker? 

14 What king of vehicle does Santa ride in? 

15 What might you find at the foot of your bed on Christmas morning? 

 

Adults 

1 In which modern country was St Nicholas born? 

н bŀƳŜ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ŘŜŀŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ 

о DƻƻŘ YƛƴƎ ²ŜƴŎŜǎƭŀǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ ΧΧΧΧΚ 

4 Which company is credited (?) with commercialising Christmas? 

р Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎΣ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǿŜƭǾŜ 5ŀȅǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ Ƴȅ ǘǊǳŜ ƭƻǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ƴƛƴŜ ΧΧΧΦΚ 

с ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ {ŎǊƻƻƎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΚ 

7 What colour are the berries on the mistletoe plant? 

8 Which ghost did Scrooge fear most? 

9 Red and green are the colours most associated with Christmas. Which two colours are the 

next most popular? 

10 In which country was eggnog created? 

11 What gifts did the three wise men bring? 

12 For which instrument was Silent Night written? 

мо ²Ƙƻ ǿǊƻǘŜ Ψ! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭΩΚ 

14 When does Santa visit children in Germany and Holland? 

15 True or falseτin Germany, the first child to find the pickled onion in the Christmas tree gets an extra present? 
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   Molyullah Musings ς December 2016 
¢ƘŜ aƻƭȅǳƭƭŀƘκ¦ǇǇŜǊ wȅŀƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ party: 

   The Christmas BBQ will be held on Thursday 22nd December at the Molyullah Recreation Reserve from 6.00pm.  BYO 

everything (including the Aeroguard!) .  Santa will make an appearance.   

 Tatong Tavern Combined Community Christmas Dinner: 

   This annual dinner will be held on Wednesday, 7 December from 6.00pm.  The evening includes a Christmas Dinner, 

Dessert, plus Tea or Coffee for $32.00.   Small plate diners will pay $25.00 per head.  There will be entertainment so 

come along and enjoy some Christmas festivity with the Whitegate, Tatong and Molyullah Dinner Groups. All invited.   

 Games Night: 

   It is proposed to hold a regular games night at the Molyullah Hall to enable the community to fully utilize the facilities 

and catch up with friends and neighbours.  The first of these nights will be held on Friday, 13 January from 6.30 pm.   

BYO food and beverages along with some enthusiasm for table tennis, pool, scrabble etc. or simply for a bit of a catch 

up with your friends and neighbours.   

 Museum: 

   There is a questionnaire out at the moment for feedback regarding the establishment of a Museum for preserving 

old local items of interest.  It is important to make a decision regarding this before items are disposed of in the clearing 

out / decluttering process which is more prevalent in these times of plenty.   

   Whilst I think it is a great idea and have some items to contribute, it is hard to commit to being involved when there 

ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ     ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ōƛǘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

establishment of a museum that you put your hand up.  This will usually end up with the best result as it is hard to 

ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΦ    Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊƭƻŀŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

already doing more than their bit.   The community would welcome some new and/or younger locals participating ς 

particularly if they have a bit of interest in the history of the area and would like to meet locals with a bit of knowl-

edge.   

   In 2000 I was involved in the historical display at the Hall for the Centenary Sports and to this day I find useful the 

contacts and the history I learned.   

   Please contact Bill Willett or Bronwyn Forman if you need further details.   

CFA ς Molyullah 

   At a meeting on Monday, 14 November our CFA Captain, Campbell Griffin stepped down.  Many thanks must be 

given to Campbell for his service over the last ten years and in particular during the recent difficult times for the CFA.  

DŜƻŦŦ CƻǊƳŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ 

have a well-trained and enthusiastic team.  Many thanks for taking on this position Geoff.   

    CƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /C! ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳǊƴƛƴƎ LǎǎǳŜǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǎ ƛƴ 

the process of being issued . 

 

 Highlight in November 

  {ŀǊŀƘ IƛƭƭΩǎ рлth birthday was celebrated by her friends, colleagues, and neighbours at 

the Molyullah Hall on 5 November (not her birthday).  

    ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ά/ƻǳŎƘƎǊŀǎǎέ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ 

meal (and in particular the sausage rolls made by Thomas and Henry).   What a great 

venue for such an event.    

Seasons Greeting 

   Best wishes to everyone for the festive season.  Hope all your fire prep is underway, 

your work is up to date and that you can look forward to a bit of rest and  recreation in 

the coming weeks.   

    ¦ƴǘƛƭ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ Χ 

    Janette      knapper@bordernet.com.au 

mailto:knapper@bordernet.com.au
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The Sheep Shenanigans & Chookie News  

So this year I didnôt win the Benalla Festival Writing Com-
petition, which made a nice change. So I donôt have a 
story for the Tattler this year. However, if you want to 
check out my short stories, and a bunch of short stories 
from some amazingly talented writers, go to http://
needleinthehay.net/ and search under C.R. Gardner youôll 
find some of my pieces. Congratulations to the winner 
Glen Baker with an incredible poem and Ruth Schloss for 
her great story ï theyôre still on display in the Benalla Li-
brary but not for much longer. 
November is NaNoWriMo ï National Novel Writing Month 
ï the aim is to try and get the first draft of your novel writ-
ten in 30 days. In this case, a novel is 50,000 words, 
which technically isnôt a novel but a novella. Novels are 
generally around the 80,000 word mark. So, glutton for 
punishment that I am, I am participating. At this rate I will 
not get to 50,000 words by November 30, however, I am 
happy with my progress, 22,000 words done and dusted 
as of November 20, and when youôre as time poor as I 
currently am, thatôs not bad. 
Spring next year I will have three sheepkins attempting to 
keep the grass at acceptable levels. This year, not so 
much. Our place was so waterlogged that by the time it 
finally dried out enough to mow without getting bogged 
the grass was too long. And itôs still growing!!! Walking out 
the back I feel like Iôm in the movie ñChildren of the Cornò. 
Whipper snipping is no longer an option with Timôs health 
and my elbow and shoulders, so we started investigating 
the scythe option, first as a bit of a joke, but then seri-
ously.  
I fell in love with the idea ï scytheôs are quiet, require no 
goggles or ear muffs and no petrol. They donôt cover you 
head to foot in grass like whipper snippers, are a great 
way to exercise and meditate in the early morning ï the 
best time to scythe is in the early morning when the grass 
is still wet with dew ï and all the boys are interested in 
learning how too.  
Our scythe and snaths arrived on Friday one for Tim and 
one for me and as they are adjustable they will also fit all 
the boys ï theyôre now put together and ready to go, al-
though we still need to watch the videos and practice the 
techniques. Iôll be out there soon swinging away and har-
vesting the souls of a variety of grasses.  
Itôs been interesting letting the grass grow ï I went out 
and did a bit of a count of the variety of grasses and wild-
flowers growing at our place and counted 15+ different 
species! 
The sheepkins are all doing well and there have been no 
dramas, thankfully, well, aside from Strawberry getting 
stuck under the house the other morning as she went un-
der the veranda while Peach went over it. Which then 
meant I had to go commando crawling under the house to 
escort her out! Sheôs now 5 weeks old and growing rap-
idly.  
Tonight as I write this there is a gentle sound of rain fal-
ling on the garden outside the window and Iôm happy for a 
little more rain. I am amazed at how quickly the ground 
has dried out. The back garden bed Brydon built is now 
planted out with lettuce, celery, capsicum, tomatoes, cu-
cumbers and tomatoes and we have a large cool climate 
banana growing around the front too. The front garden 
bed is still in the process of being built, but getting there.  
Iôve had a really bad hatching year with the chooks so far, 
both lots of expensive fertilised eggs have been a gross 

failure, sigh. Oh well, sometimes it happens. So far Iôve 
only had one chick hatch from 30 eggs! And that was my 
Araucana X. On the upside, all the chooks are healthy and 
doing well, and Iôm now selling eggs at One Wild Apple ï 
the cute little café in the Denny Street Carpark. If you 
havenôt been there, then I suggest you do, Shannon 
makes fantastic food and hot chocolates. 
Well, Christmas is fast approaching ï the boys are con-
tinually reminding me ï but first there is our 25

th
 Wedding 

Anniversary at the end of November. Weôre pretty happy 
with making it to 25 years. A few days after Christmas the 
birthdays begin. This is a very busy time of year for us ï it 
calms down again after April! 
Wishing you and yours a happy and safe Christmas full of 
good cheer, great food, many blessings and lots of love 
and Iôll write you again in 2017 if all goes to plan! 
Carla 

BADDAGINNIE/SWANPOOL CONCERT: 
Our concert is on Thursday 8th of December at the 
Swanpool Hall.  Everyone is invited to come along 
and enjoy the night with us.  Starting time is 6.30pm. 
 
Enrolments are always welcome: 

Please contact for any enquiries: Swanpool       
57 682392   Roz Davidson  

                                                        Baddaginnie   
57 63 2233  Eron Chapman  

 
We thank the community for the support the school 
has received over the year, we wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year.  
We look forward to bringing our news to you again 
next year. 

Baddaginnie/Swanpool 

School News 

http://needleinthehay.net/
http://needleinthehay.net/
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Tatong Heritage Group Meeting 
Monday 28th November at 4.00pm  
Tatong Memorial Hall 

  

 

Ten years ago already  

   On December 1
st
 2006 there were over 70 lightning 

strikes in North East Victoria. There were several fires in a 

line from Molyullah to Mount Buffalo. Bill Willett and Camp-

bell Griffin roused us at something like 1.00am and we 

drove to a vantage point where we could see a strike in 

the hill above our top paddock. We took a rough bearing 

and agreed to come back at daybreak. 

   Next morning, do you think we could find it? There were 

people walking everywhere. The Molyullah Tanker went up 

Schultz Rd to our boundary. Nobody could find it. We 

eventually went home for breakfast. 

   Mid-morning, itôs a bit warmer and a breeze has started, 

Janette and I went for another look. As soon as we drove 

up to the top we could see the smoke ï it had flared up. 

Neighbour Paul Erskine came to help. Janette went home 

to call it in. There was no track access, so Paul and I set 

off up the hill with back pack and rake hoe. Reinforce-

ments arrived and the fire was contained to about 15 

acres. 

   Six weeks later, second week of January 2007, itôs a lot 

hotter, the fuelôs a lot drier and itôs windy. Weôre about to 

find out that lightning can strike twice. Apparently the com-

munication from the fire tower was something like, 

ñlightning gone to ground ï waiting for the smokeò. Then 

that pager message again ï óFire at Knappersô. 

   A CFA command post was set up in our top paddock 

with óKillerô in command. There was no access on the 

ground. The aircraft reported spotting 500 metres ahead. I 

clearly remember Killer saying, ñThis will go to Bass Straitò. 

It nearly did, but before that it impacted Watchbox, Ryans 

Creek, Toomballup, Tolmie and on from there 

   This sector of the fire was always referred to as the Ta-

tong Fire even though it started in Molyullah and never 

really impacted Tatong. We all decided that the media 

couldnôt work out how to spell or pronounce Molyullah, so 

settled for Tatong. 

John Knapper 

What a season  

   Wow! 735 millimetres of rain in six months. My rainfall 

records only go back to 1991. Since then there have been 

ten years (including last year) when there was less than 

that for the whole year. 

   The down side is closed roads, limited access to pad-

docks, bogged vehicles, flies and mozzies big enough to 

cart you away. The CFA are warning that there will be a lot 

of fuel once things dry out. This may be a good time to 

check your fire plan (hope youôve got one) and to clean the 

block. 

   By far the worst thing for me is the proliferation of weeds, 

especially that blue flower ï Pattersonôs Curse aka Salva-

tion Jane. Increasing my disappointment is my observation 

that a lot of people seem to be doing    absolutely nothing 

to try and stop its spread. The Government department re-

sponsible seems more concerned about changing its 

name than tackling the problem. 

   The up side is good soil moisture, good hay and silage 

yield, good stream flow, full dams and tanks. The trees in 

our hills look happy and healthy, but, for me, the best is 

the absolute mass of wildflowers this year. The orchids, 

lilies, ferns, herbs and grasses look spectacular. There are 

so many that some of our paddocks look more like mead-

ows. 

Complements of the season to all  

   I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours 

a very happy and healthy holiday period. It is traditionally a 

time to eat, drink and be merry. Iôll certainly give them all a 

try. Unfortunately, for some people, Christmas is a time of 

stress and anxiety for a variety of reasons. Many people 

find themselves on their own on Christmas Day. Perhaps, 

in the spirit of Christmas, there may be room for one or two 

more at the dinner table ï there certainly is at ours. If you 

are on your own and fancy Christmas at the Knappersô, 

call 5766 6268. Just asking and making sure people really 

are all right might make a difference. 

   My favourite comedian ever was Dave Allen. He always 

signed off his TV show with the same line. Iôll pinch that 

line now - "Goodnight, thank you, and may your God go 

with you". 

   Shalom     John Knapper 

ABOUT SPEEDING CARS  
Could the drivers who speed through the Tatong town-ship 
please consider the safety of locals and Tavern visitors 
plus the possibility of people including children crossing 
the street. It is a 60 KILOMETRE PER HOUR SPEED 
ZONE and by excessive speeding you will take off less 
than a minute of time for your journey. Is it worth it when 
you risk the nightmare of hitting and possibly killing some-
one? 
Mike Larkin                                       
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