
Tatong Tattler, November 2016 

Page 1 

www.tatongtattler.com.au  Edition   292 November 2016 Donation $1 

Circulation 347 

Cont. Over >  

CHINA NATIONAL TREASURES – 16 DAY TRIP A DEAL TOUR                                
Sharyn Harrison 

Kevin & I, and our best mate Des Young from Brisbane, recently took a trip to China. 
We loved our holiday but we call it a trip as it was very busy and not really a holiday. 
China is amazing, a beautiful county and lovely people.   

First a few travel tips. Don’t go if you have the flu, try to book all flight connections with 
the same airline, and make sure you carry your medications and insurance in your 
hand luggage. Don’t lose your passport or leave your cash in the safe at the hotel then 
fly off to the next city. 

Our mate Des was an example what not to do. He did a lot of the above. He arrived 
very sick, missed his connecting flight, lost his passport therefore couldn’t go to a doc-
tor or hospital or fly home when he was ill, no insurance policy as it was in his case 
which was lost.   

After the first week Des started to feel better. Trip a Deal, I must mention, were excel-
lent and found his suitcase, passport and returned his money to him, (this took 5 days) 
and then we got into having fun on the trip (the 3 of us together again).  We first met 
Des on tour in America where we travelled together for 23 days. 

We flew from Melbourne to Shanghai (90 mins late leaving), then had to get our con-
necting flight to Xi’an. We would have missed it if not for the China Eastern staff fast 
tracking us though immigration and keeping the plane waiting on the tarmac for us to 
board. Thumbs up to China Eastern as we found them excellent on the 8 flights we 
had with them. 

Xi’an is a city not to be missed. It has a city wall, which not only is the most complete 
city wall that has survived in China, but also one of the largest ancient military defence 
systems in the world. It still has a moat around part of it. It is beautiful with many willow 
trees and lit up at night with red lanterns. That night we went out to an Imperial Dump-

ling Banquet and traditional Tang Dynasty Show. 

The main tourist reason to go to Xi’an is to see the Terracotta War-
riors. This site is among the top archaeological excavations of the 
20

th
 century. It is huge and we saw every Warrior but after the first 

few thousand we had seen enough.  I was really excited to meet 
the farmer that discovered this site.  He was digging a well when he 
broke into the Tomb in the 70’s.  He was only 18 at the time and 
now signs souvenir Terracotta Warrior books for the tourists.  As it 
is a communist country his family didn’t own the land, just farmed it. 
He was only given a new bicycle from the Chinese government in 
appreciation and they took over the land. 

Next flight was to Beijing.  We missed seeing the Tiananmen 
Square in the morning (so exhausted as didn’t get in to our hotel 
until 2.00am after the Warriors) but we caught up with the tour at 

the Summer Palace which is just beautiful with a lake fringed with willows and beautiful English trees. The summer pal-
ace is a declared UNESCO world heritage site with the largest imperial garden in the world - a favourite retreat for many 
of the emperors during the Qing Dynasty.  That evening we enjoyed a Peking duck dinner. 
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The next day we were taken to the Great Wall which is 
China’s single greatest attraction. We, of course, walked 
the wall which is very steep with lots of steps.  Again our 
tour was great as they took us to a part of the wall that 
wasn’t crowded.  We were very lucky as it was a clear day 
with no pollution.  That night another musical “The Golden 
Mask Dynasty”.  

The next highlight of Beijing was the Giant Pandas at the 
zoo.  We saw 6 and they are so cute and cuddly that I just 
had to bring back a toy Panda for my future grandchild due 
next May. 

After all this exercise and late nights, we were taken for a 
rejuvenating foot massage (everyone went as we all had 

sore feet and swollen ankles) and so learnt about tradi-
tional Chinese medicine. As we weren’t feeling the best 
many of us were conned into buying Chinese medicine 
that will “fix everything”.  Now we are home and not keen 
to take the tablets as the ingredients are in Chinese. It was 
a hard sell - like time share - and very expensive. Not one 
of my better decisions. I have spoken to Trip A Deal and 
have noticed it is not on the next tour, as I think they got 
lots of complaints. 

To be continued next month… 

  

Tatong Community’s Great BIG Garage Sale 
Sunday October 30 
11am – 5pm 
Next door to Tatong Tavern  
Entry – Gold Coin donation 
Enquiries: Belinda 57672117 
 
It’s all go here – all the stalls are booked, the plans 
drawn up, the volunteers set to help – just a few final 
details left to take care of before the first Tatong Com-
munity Great BIG Garage Sale kicks off. 
  
If you happen to be reading this article before the 30th 
October - please tell everyone – workmates, family and 
friends -  to come over to Tatong on Sunday October 30, 
11am -5pm (Gold coin donation on entry).   
 
With around 20 separate Garage Sales, music, food and 
coffee/tea all on offer, along with seating in the spring-
time garden of the Tavern, it’s bound to be a great after-
noon of bargain hunting for everyone, in a fun and 
friendly atmosphere. 
 
Remember – if you can’t wait til the next TCGBGS, take 
a photo of what you would like to sell, and advertise it on 
the For Sale Board at this event for a spare change do-
nation. 
 
The date of our next Great BIG Garage Sale will be an-
nounced at the upcoming event, so if you missed the 
boat this time, you will be able to book your spot soon.  
 
Just please, please let the rain stop for a while! 
 
Cheers, Belinda 

Time for some humble pie 

 In the September Tattler I bemoaned the loss of the 

word ‘each’ and its replacement with ‘either’. You will 

have heard the expression, ‘when all else fails, read 

the instructions’. Well, I’ve now read the instructions 

and ‘either’ can be used to mean each of two:- 

Ei"ther, a 

1. One of two; the one or the other. 

2. Each of two; the one and the other; both. 

Will I be more careful when whinging about language 
in future? At this point in time – absolutely! Moving 
forward I might ponder why it seems necessary to 
add ‘so’ to the start of sentences these days, but then 
again I might not. Perhaps one last thought for now. 
Is ‘you’re not wrong’ the same as ‘you’re correct’?                                                                           
John Knapper 

A successful Dinner Party? 
She wanted to serve her guests mushroom-smothered 
steak, but she had no mushrooms and no time to buy them. 
Her husband suggested, "Why don't you go and pick some 
of the mushrooms that are growing wild down by the creek? 
"No, some wild mushrooms are poisonous." she replied. 
"Well, I see the cows eating them sometimes and they're 
OK." 
So she picked a saucepanful, washed, sliced and sautéed 
them for her dinner. Then, just as a precaution, she went 
out to the back porch and gave Spot, their dog, a double 
handful.  Spot ate the lot. 
All morning long, she watched the dog. The wild mush-
rooms hadn't affected him after a few hours, so she decided 
to use them in her dinner. 
And the meal was a great success! 
After everyone had finished, her daughter came in and 
whispered in her ear, “Mum, Spot's dead!” 
Trying to keep her wits about her, she left the room as 
quickly as possible, called the doctor and told him what had 
happened. 
The doctor said, "That's bad! But I think we can take care of 
it. I'll call for ambulances and paramedics, and I'll be there 
as quickly as I can. We'll give everyone enemas and we'll 
pump out their stomachs and everything will be just fine. 
Until we get there, above all, keep them calm!” 
Before long the diners started to hear the sirens as the am-
bulances raced up the road. The paramedics and the doctor 
had their medical cases, syringes, and a stomach pump. 
One by one they took each person into the bathroom, gave 
them enemas, and pumped out their stomachs. 
Well after midnight, after the last one was done the doctor 
came out and said, "Everything will be okay now." And with 
that he left. 
The hosts and the guests were all weak and knackered and 
were sitting around in the living room in a semi-dazed state 
when the daughter came in and said to her mum, "I can't 
believe that guy!" 
"What guy?" asked her mum. 
"You know, the bastard who ran over Spot, he didn't even 
slow down. 
Contributed by Sharyn Harrison. 
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Tatong Tavern 

2581 Tatong Road Tatong Vic 3673 Phone 57672210 

www.tatongtavern.com.au or visit us at our Facebook page  

By now you should be able to see our Hay Bale Construction, which started out with an idea, then developed 

into a humorous theme.  We thought the “Tatong Beer Spa”, a great concept, and thought we had every-

thing under control, until we read the actual entry conditions, rules and regulations, which stipulated that 

this year there would be a THEME of Aviation, “The Sky Is the Limit”. Well that took us back slightly, and we 

had to go back to the Drawing Board and reconstruct our Tatong Beer Spa into an aviation theme. Well with 

a lot of banging the brain cells, Chris and I came up with Extreme Sky Diving, using our Original Tatong Beer 

Spa Theme.  It all comes together involving a Gigantic Beer Mug, Sky Divers, Tatong Beer Massage Oils, and a 

huge Target. So if you want to know how it all looks, come and see it at the side of the Tatong Tavern.  This 

year, we will also be posting a Picture on the Benalla Festival website/Facebook for everyone to click on 

LIKE to win the people’s Choice award, from which if we come first will win the Tavern $250.00 to give away 

to our choice of charity.  {Royal Children’s Hospital Appeal}. So we hope everyone joins in and votes for our 

Hay Bale Art, and gets to have a giggle or two. 

By the time this Tattler is distributed the Biggest Garage Sale will have already passed.  Up until the week be-

fore the event everything was going to plan with about 22 stall holders ready to bring all their once best ever 

thing they ever brought,  until the next best ever thing they brought. So lots of bargains are up for grabs.  

Hope you all came to enjoy the day and took home that next best thing to sliced bread. 

RATTLER is back on Sunday 6th November at 11.30a.m. Onwards at the Tavern.  If you love Rock and Roll, 

Country or the Blues then this band is the one for you to hear.  Rattler has been so popular in the past that 

we had to bring them back before Christmas as they are so busy.  Bring the family or friends and enjoy a 

drink or two and settle in for an afternoon of great music and laughter. 

DON’T FORGET  

ART SHOW AT TATONG MEMORIAL HALL 29TH OCT-6TH NOVEMBER 

Gala opening night Friday 28th October 7-9p.m.Light refreshments available. 

SUNDAY 6TH NOVEMBER MUSIC WITH RATTLER 11.30A.M. ONWARDS 

WEDNESDAY WALLET WATCHERS Special discounted meals 

THURSDAY POT AND PARMA NIGHT Come in and enjoy a parma from the chefs selection 

and receive a complimentary beer. 

FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR AND RAFFLE     HAPPY HOUR 5.30p.m.-7p.m.RCH Good Fri-

day Appeal Raffle every Friday night. Come and support the Childrens hospital.    

$1 per ticket  - !1ST PRIZE MEAT TRAY    2ND PRIZE CHOOK                   

SUNDAY ROAST LUNCH   Enjoy a Sunday Roast from 12p.m. to 2 p.m.                          

SUNDAY NIGHT DINNER Enjoy our new Sunday Night dinner available from 6pm to 8pm. 

 

http://www.tatongtavern.com.au
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MOORNGAG CEMETERY UNMARKED GRAVES PRO-

JECT 

 

Early in 2016 the Tatong Heritage Group in conjunction 
with the Moorngag Cemetery Trust and the Benalla Family 
Research Group embarked on a project to identify the un-
marked graves in the Moorngag Cemetery. The main ob-
ject of the research, as part of the Centenary of ANZAC, 
was to ensure that there were no ex-servicemen, or 
women, in unmarked graves.  

 

The research was completed by Barry O’Connor from the 
Tatong Heritage Group along with Wendy Maxwell and 
Beverley Walker from the Benalla Family Research Group 
in consultation with Ted Exton from the Moorngag Ceme-
tery Trust. Part of the work had already been completed by 
Wendy Maxwell during her research and digitising of the 
cemetery records. Further investigation was undertaken 
and three ex-servicemen were located in unmarked graves. 
Details of these have been referred to the Benalla RSL for 
submission to the Commonwealth War Graves Commis-
sion. 

 

The remaining fifty eight graves were further researched, 
and the tragic circumstances surrounding some of these 
deaths, was uncovered. There are sixteen, stillborn babies, 
infants, or children who died before the age of ten. Many 
unmarked graves were as a result of the last member of 
the family passing away and leaving nobody to consider 
memorials. One of the district’s matriarchs had given assur-
ances that funds were available to erect memorials on the 
graves of family members. Unfortunately she was in aged 
care for an extended period and upon her passing there 
were insufficient funds to cover the costs. Many in the un-
marked graves were people who had made a significant 
contribution to the community during their lifetime and it is 
indeed sad to think that these people have been completely 
forgotten, until now. 

 

The volunteers involved with this project are now looking 
for additional funding to complete the marking of these 
graves. The estimated cost of the individual grave markers 
is $100 for materials alone. All installation work will be done 
by volunteers.  

 

If you are a decedent of a long term district family, or be-
lieve that you may have a relative in an unmarked grave at 
the Moorngag Cemetery, please contact project re-
searcher, Barry O’Connor on 5768 2400 between 5pm and 
7pm weekdays or email bjoconnor@activ8.net.au  

 

Donations towards the project can be lodged direct with 
Bendigo Bank, Benalla BSB 633-108 Account 123695371. 
Alternately, cheques can be made payable to Tatong Heri-
tage Group - Cemetery Project, and posted to PO Box.200, 
Benalla. Vic. 3672. 

  

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEERS 
There are a couple of AGM’s (Annual General Meeting) 
on in the month of November for local Tatong organiza-
tions run by volunteers. If you would like to experience the 
“helper’s high”, a powerful physical and emotional feeling 
resulting from helping others in your community and if you 
are not already involved, then come along to one or both 
of the meetings. The italicised words are taken from the 
latest Senior’s Card Magazine which encourages seniors 
to “meet new people, gain new friends, and volunteering 
provides a purpose and a reason to get out and about.” 
 Young people are also welcome; you can’t start volun-
teering too soon! 
The first AGM is for the replacement of our Village Mar-
ket, the TGBGS, or Tatong Great Big Garage Sale, and 
it will be held at the Tavern at 6pm on Wednesday the 9

th
 

of November. This meeting will take place just over a 
week after the first Big Garage Sale, on the 30

th
 of Octo-

ber, so the new committee will be able to assess its out-
comes. 
The second AGM will be for the Tatong Memorial Hall. 
The hall and the land reserve it stands upon is under the 
management of DELWP (Dept. of environment, land, wa-
ter and planning). The position of the volunteer committee 
of management is taken seriously, with elections scruti-
nized by DELWP. This meeting will be publically adver-
tised asking for volunteers and encouraging nominations 
from women. Because the current committee members 
have served many terms new members would be wel-
come. There is a maximum of 9 people required for the 
job which is for a three year term. 
The Tatong hall committee elections are scheduled to be 
held on Wednesday the 16

th
 of November 2016 at the 

Tatong hall at 7:30pm. Any potentially new volunteer 
could contact me, (hall hon. secretary,) on 57672323. You 
could even take my job! 
 I am what could be called a “chronic volunteer” and that 
is not necessarily a virtue. My dad did the same and so 
it’s in the genes, but sometimes it gets too much because 
periodically, such as today, there is too little time for what 
I’d like to do for myself and family. Overall though it is 
worthwhile, not because of any accolades, but because of 
what I receive from the friendships and the powerful 
sense of belonging to a thriving and energetic community.  
Mike Larkin                                               

mailto:bjoconnor@activ8.net.au
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FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS 

DOMESTIC AND AGRICULTURAL 

BEATON'S PLUMBING 

BENALLA PTY LTD 
Lic No.40467 

Telephone Office 03 5762 5999 

Mobile Paul 0408 579 906 

After Hours 03 5762 7415 
* Drainage * 

* Gasfitting Hot Water Installations *  

* Roofing * 

* Spouting * 

* Sanitary * 

* Septic Installations and Cleaning * 

* Sewer Blockages * 

* Water Supply * 

 

PRODUCE SWAP  

 

At the TATONG GARAGE SALE the Go Local Go Fresh project 

is running a PRODUCE SWAP 
Date: Sunday 30th October 

Time: 11am - 5pm 

Venue: Next door to Tatong Tavern  

Participants are encouraged to bring any excess home grown 

fruit and vegetables to swap. 

There is no money exchanged, instead it is run on a “honesty 

system” where the ‘swappers’ decide for themselves what 

constitutes a fair trade. 

Tatong Community Dinner & Produce Swap  

SAVE THE DATE  

Friday 18th November  

Time: Starting from 6.30pm  

Venue: Tatong Recreation Reserve   

For more information on either events, contact Hannah (m): 

0472 816 913 
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Different times 

   Years ago Bob Dylan wrote a song called ‘the times, 
they are a changing’. It became something of an an-
them for a generation rebelling against the old ways. It 
told the older generation that they were in danger of 
being left behind if they didn’t change too. 
   Well, guess what? I can really sympathise with those 
oldies. 
   A while ago, two of our grandchildren were staying 
with us during the school holidays. There was some 
talk about drying clothes and that they dry everything in 
a clothes dryer. I asked them if they wanted to see my 
clothes dryer as it is solar and wind powered. They 
said “yes” eagerly. The look on their faces was price-
less when they saw my dryer – the Hills clothesline! 
   Another phenomenon that I have trouble keeping up 
with is ‘apps’. It seems to me that these days we must 
have an app for everything, and that there probably is 
an app for everything. While Janette and I were driving 
back from Melbourne, listening to ABC radio, a woman 
came on air spruiking her new app. Her app is an or-
ganiser. It is a way of knowing what you have coming 
up ie, it makes a list. For heaven’s sake! We call it a 
diary or a calendar. 
   On satellite TV there is an ad for a newsagency in 
Alice Springs. This shop sells all sorts besides newspa-
pers – including coffee. The ad finishes by saying, 
“don’t forget to get our app to order your coffee”. Wow! 
– That might save a few precious minutes that you 
could give to your employer. 
   We are so dependent on technology now, and this 
was highlighted by two visitors recently. They phoned 
from Benalla and I confirmed directions that they had 
been given previously – turn at the roundabout at 
KFC / Maccas. Proceed for about 21kms on Kilfeera 
Road and turn right into O’Dea Road. Pretty straightfor-
ward you would think??? 
    It probably was straightforward in the days before 
GPS. For some reason, some GPS systems want to 
direct people to us via Tatong. So when they arrived 
from the wrong direction, my first words to them were, 
“you followed the GPS, didn’t you?” Of course they did! 
They trusted that ahead of me! 
   Increasing dependence on technology? Not able / not 
wanting to think for ourselves? I don’t know – maybe 
there’s an app that could answer that for me.                                       
John Knapper 
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Are hosting a Christmas get together/ BBQ for the people 
of Tatong and surrounding areas. We would love to see 

you there.  

Sunday 18th December, from 5pm onwards 

At the Tatong Community Centre & Recreation Reserve.  

BBQ dinner provided.  

BYO drinks, chairs and picnic rugs.  

All welcome. There will be a special appearance from 
Santa. 

Enquiries please phone Justine Nicholls: 0414 728 025 
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 Kate’s Kelpies 

Up at Tatong, at the Smith’s farm, 9 puppies were 
born. Their dad is a good dog and is very valuable.  
He lives with Kate in Orford where he helps round 
up hundreds of cows so early in the morning that the 
sun isn’t even up yet. The puppies live in a chook 
pen and keep escaping.  They climb the wire fence 
and squeeeeeeeeze through a tiny hole.  Dad firmly 
said "no" to me having one of the puppies……I now 
have a kelpie puppy called Diego  
by Leni De Fazio 

Beware the Spoofers!  

Some local email addresses are being spoofed again; 
sadly, this probably means that someone with an infected 
computer has received a genuine email. The spoofer mal-
ware takes the name, and the address list, and sends itself 
to every address it can pillage, appearing to come from that 
original sender. All this without hacking into the email ac-
count.  

To our outrage, and concern, emails disguised as from the 
Tatong Tattler are among those being spoofed. 

DO NOT CLICK ON ANY LINK unless you are SURE the 
email is legit.  

Blocking Windows 10 Updates from Satellite (‘Ethernet’; 
cable) Connection 

WARNING! This is messing with your operating system. BE 
VERY CAREFUL. In sharing this information (which worked 
for me) neither I nor the Tattler take ANY RESPONSIBILITY 
WHATSOEVER if something goes wrong. 

Note that in order to then get the updates, you may need to 
set it back to un-metred. (I maintain a System Image, 
thanks to Macrium Reflect; to do this I have my data on a 
separate partition; that is my safeguard.) 

To set your computer's "Ethernet" connection to Me-
tred, so Windows 10 won't automatically send you huge 

updates: 

Run (either Right-Click Start Button, or press Win+R) and 
type in: regedit 

Then navigate to  

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\ 

 SOFTWARE\ 

 Microsoft\ 

 Windows NT\ 

 CurrentVersion\ 

 NetworkList\ 

 DefaultMediaCost 

Right-click on DefaultMediaCost, and click Permissions. 

Click Advanced 

In the Advanced Security Settings for DefaultMediaCost, 
click Change next to the owner (TrustedInstaller). 

In the text box labeled Enter the object name to select, type 
in  

Administrators 

 and click Check Names. 

You should see a name pop up (Desktop\Administration).  

Click OK. 

Check the box next to Replace owner on subcontainers and 
objects and click OK. 

Back in the Permissions for DefaultMediaCost window, click 

Administrators 

and then under Permissions for Administrators make sure 
the Full Control Allow box is checked. (as well as Read) 

Click OK to exit this window. 

Right-click on Ethernet and click Modify. An Edit DWORD 
(32-bit) Value window will open. 

To set the connection as metered, change the Value data 
to 2. 

[ To set the connection as non-metered (default), change 
the Value data to 1.] 

Hit OK to confirm, exit the Registry Editor. 

Restart computer to save the changes. 

 - offered warily by Andrea Stevenson. Search the World 
Wide Web for further information & support. 
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Why is it important to pump my septic tank out regularly? 

Over time scum and sludge layers build up in your septic tank, eventually limiting 

the amount of available liquid. This does not allow the septic tank to perform 

one of its basic functions - to allow for settling of solids below the outlet level. 

The waste will then flow directly on to the next part of the system untreated. If 

this situation persists, the scum and sludge will flow through to the distribution 

field, eventually causing blockages and malfunction - a messy, smelly and costly 

exercise to repair. 

It is recommended that septic tanks are pumped out every 3 - 5 years 

 

 

Call us today to get your septic tank cleaned out 

0447 521 981 
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NO JOB TOO SMALL WHETHER IT BE ONE ROOM 
OR THE WHOLE INTERIOR 

ALL EXTERIOR OR HALF THE HOUSE 

AND THE OTHER HALF DOWN THE TRACK 

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES 

RING BRIAN 
PH. 57672339 

 

SPECIAL RATES FOR PENSIONERS 

B.J & G.A. 

 RITCHIE PAINTING 

FOR ALL YOUR  

PAINTING NEEDS 

RING BRIAN  

FOR A 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

Open Saturdays  
and Sundays 
8am till 4pm 

“Café” 

“Produce Store” 

Seasonal, homemade and local menu. 

All day breakfast, light lunches, morning 

and afternoon tea. Fully licensed. 

Our essential oils, hydrosols, olive oil, 

jams, cordials, other local produce 

and handmade gifts. 

2520 Samaria Road Samaria Vic 3673 

Phone: (03) 5768 2225 or 0417 990 764 

Email: info@samariafarm.com.au 

www.samariafarm.com.au 

Farm Tours and Group Bookings by appointment 

Samaria Farm 

     

            PIG MANURE 

          FRESH, DRY 

        AND SEPARATED. 

 

        8 METRES - $150 

        DELIVERED LOCALLY 

 

           CALL RUSSELL – 5766 6250 



  Tatong Tattler, November 2016 

Page 16 

 Molyullah Musings – November 2016 
On the Farm: 

October’s rain was a joy and a curse.  We had quite a few visitors who enjoyed the creeks, falls, flowers and lovely 
green views.  We also had visitors who managed to get badly bogged.  Why is it that some people think they are invinci-
ble if they have a 4WD? 
 
   We thought the best idea was to get the tractor in a safe position to pull them 
out but this  proved to be a disaster.  Yes, down went the tractor too.  It took all 
Saturday afternoon to get the 4WD out by which time everyone was too weary to 
start on the tractor.  
   
     It took most of Sunday to get the tractor out.   The vehicles would still be 
slowly sinking to China had it not been for the kind assistance and amazing ex-

pertise of Campbell Griffin and Geoff Lee.   
After we borrowed chains, straps, and ca-
bles from many of our neighbours   Campbell set about working with the winch on 
the 4WD.  Campbell’s strap broke!  More thinking, lengths of chain etc. With some 
slow winching and giving the winch lots of breaks to cool down, the 4WD was finally 
lifted out of the pool of mush.   
 
  The tractor was not so easy.  Access to the 
site was limited as there was no guarantee 
that just driving to the site would not result in 
another “bogging”.   After much discussion it 
was decided not to go with Anthony’s big 

tractor (we would never get that out) and try the good old Fergie with the amazing 
winch attachment.   Geoff Lee embarked on the long trip to the site (some 10 or 
11 kms) and he and Campbell worked with the winch and pulleys to not only pull 
the tractor out but also to direct it away from the pool of mush (to which it had 
been headed).   
 
  John and I cannot thank Campbell and Geoff enough for all their efforts.  We 
would also like to thank Anthony and Bryan for lending us much needed cable/
chain etc.   
 
    Hope we can now put our tow chains away for ever and our gumboots away for 
at least 6 months! 
 
 
 
 
Final Exams: 
  Very best wishes to Cara Dosser (Upper Ryan’s Creek) and Zeb Griffin (Molyullah) as they head into the exam period 
for their year twelve final exams.  Good Luck to you both.   
Open Garden – “Birchwood”, 653 O’Dea Road, Molyullah 

October 29 @ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

  The private garden at “Birchwood” in Molyullah will be open to the community as part of the Open Gardens Festival 
event proudly presented by The Benalla Garden Club. “Birchwood” is a one acre garden with spreading lawns, roses, 
peonies, daylilies, salvias and colourful displays of liliums and perennials.   

  I am really looking forward to visiting Birchwood as I know Gary and Julie have been working hard to present another 

fantastic garden experience.  For further details and information on other open gardens please refer to 

www.benallafestival.com.   

Molyullah Dinner:  The next dinner will be held at the Tavern on 

Thursday, 3 November.  Hope to catch up with many neighbours af-

ter what looks like being a busy “Cup Week”.   

Cheers, 

 Janette 

janknapper@optusnet.com.au 

http://benallafestival.com/event/open-garden-birchwood-653-odea-road-molyullah/
http://www.benallafestival.com
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• Post and Wire  

• Post Driving • Post Hole Digging  

• With over 25 years experience • Farm Fencing  

• Post and Rail • Stock Yards • Horse Shelters • Frontend Loader  

• Slashing • Pipe Laying to Stock Troughs etc.  

ABN 59 349 567 286  

1835 Kilfeera Rd, Molyullah Vic 3673  
Email: bustedacre@people.net.au 
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The Sheep Shenanigans & Chookie News  

It’s only a short one from me this month – I missed the midnight deadline, but the wonderful Tattler 
people said they could squeeze this one in.  

As you may have read last month, the sheep are back!!! Peach and Cherry have returned home 
and are doing their best to keep the grass down – I think I may need a few more sheepkins to 
keep the grass down during spring.  

So, the loveable Peach was pregnant and gave birth to a little ewe lamb at 12:30pm on Saturday 
15

th
. She’s very sweet and we’ve named her Strawberry.  

 

I learnt a great lesson a couple of weeks ago – don’t look at the sheep while driving up the drive-
way! Especially when the driveway is slick with water. It’s a great way to slide the car into our very 
steep gutter. Fortunately Tim was able to pull me out with the other car – the gutter needs a bit of 
repair work. 

 

Have to say, it has been lovely having a few days of sunshine, things are attempting to unboggify 
around here – write you again next month. 

Carla 
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Written by deSales Turner  

 The Tatong Memorial Hall is delighted to be taking part in a Regional Arts Victoria initiative titled “Home is 
where the Hall is” (see www.homeiswherethehallis.com) for our entry into this arts based initiative. 

For this project we nominated that we are hosting the Tatong Art Show, running from Friday October 28th 
from 7-9pm and thereafter from 10am to 4pm until Saturday November 5th and from 10am to 2pm on Sun-
day November 6th.   

 Again this year we have been privileged to be sponsored by GMCU, who is our Major Sponsor, for which 
we are most grateful.  Through their generosity we are able to award a  $1000 Best in Show Prize; the $500 
Honourable Mention Prize on opening night; and the $500 People’s Choice Prize, which will be announced 
around 12 noon on Saturday November 5th.  The Benalla Art Gallery is also our major sponsor and without 
their help this show just would not go on! 

 Patrons of the Art Show include: Ruralco; Laurie and Lynn DeFazio; The Tatong Tattler; Peter Davis; Steph 
Ryan; Bendigo Bank and She’s Arty.  Their financial contribution is gratefully acknowledged. 

 Raffle Prize Sponsors include numerous local businesses, to whom we are indebted.  They include: 

 

We are especially grateful to the RCH Good Friday Appeal Team, for providing morning and afternoon tea 
for sale each day. 

We give special thanks to the Curator of our show, Louise Carlisle from Art and Frames; and to the Tatong 
Tattler, who loaned us the PA system for opening night.  And finally I would especially like to thank Joan 
Lewis for her tireless contribution to this community throughout many years, but most particularly for her 
hard work and support to make the Tatong Art Show 2016 a grand success. 

Candi Fleur Georgina’s Tatong Tavern 

Chocolate Lane Samaria Farms Chris Seeley 

Green and Grow Hollywood Pizza Rustik 

Mensland Lucy Lu Toy World 

Sole Step Salon Sarah’s Bouwmeesters Bakery 

Benalla Party Hire Lavish Skin Therapy Clinic Hilltop Mosaics 

Swanpool Cinema Bottle O Leading Edge Books 

Mitre 10 Estancia Nursery Rambling Rose 

Coles Stolz Homeware Benalla Golf Club 

Miller’s The Coffee Shop at Rambling 
Rose 

Hides Bakery 

http://www.homeiswherethehallis.com
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At the new Tatong Mobile Phone tower. From left Rick 

Hann, Technician Carl, Steph Ryan and Mike Larkin.  
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Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

2006 26.5 22.3 11.9 28.5 31 48.2 62.2 25.5 23.4 3.5 26.5 6.3 315.8 

2007 30 35.1 62.5 31.3 108.6 30.2 92.4 25.5 30.3 34.3 88.6 69.8 638.6 

2008 52.4 11.5 33.4 17.7 48.3 37 114.7 58.8 18.9 1.9 89.7 64.9 549.2 

2009 3 5.4 38.7 80.7 30.6 107.9 77.5 65.5 76 48.6 72.3 18.9 625.1 

2010 39 153.7 86.4 65.2 67.5 82.8 67.5 162.1 116.8 123.7 109.2 150.8 1224.7 

2011 107 177.3 65.0 36.1 62.9 47.1 84.5 81.0 67.3 32.0 88.3 46.3 894.7 

2012 82.5 94.0 184.9 18.1 35 57.6 115.8 92.1 35.5 34 28 30.1 773.6 

2013 1.8 52.4 85.5 8.4 43.0 60.1 112.1 141.1 61.2 27.5 26.2 65.3 684.6 

2014 33.9 16.4 86.4 89.6 82.8 146.5 98.8 9.8 68.5 20.4 58.5 64.2 775.8 

2015 44.7 29.1 5.7 87.4 70 33.7 97.3 69.4 25.7 13.7 55.5 81.7 613.9 

2016 69.7 11.9 36.9 38.5 117.2 110.5 142.8 108.4 172.1    808.0 

      WEATHER WATCH 

WEATHER IN THE TATONG TOWNSHIP 

The rain is still falling at an exceptional level with 17 days with some rain in September for a total for the month of 

172.1mm. Up until the 15th of October we have had 10 days with some rain and what is normally a good monthly tally of 

75.4 mm of rain. It is all “wearing a bit thin” especially for farmers, sports people and even those wanting to mow the 

swamp that used to be a lawn. 

Mike Larkin                                                 

ANNE OF GREEN GABLES 
I saw and really enjoyed this film recently at the Swanpool 
Cinema. What I liked about this movie version from the well
-known books by Lucy Maud Montgomery was the grati-
tude and happy nature exhibited by Anne. It is rare to find 
movies which contain an ongoing and affirmative outlook 
about life and living.  
I did read recently that the fundamental story technique is 
to put the central character through a series of “up and 
downs/cliff-hangers” where the reader/audience is made to 
endure a drawn out period of stress and longing as they 
wait for the inevitable ending, happy mostly, but sometimes 
not. Human nature longs for happy endings and woe (I say) 
to the author who leaves their audience with nothing but a 
bleak existence without hope. Give me “feel-good” any day! 
I take issue with Voltaire’s satire on Candide, the appar-
ently dim-witted fool whose attitude was demonstrated by 
the statement: “we live in the best of all possible worlds.” 
The real target of Voltaire’s spleen was his contemporary, 
the philosopher Leibniz, who promoted that optimistic view-
point. From my observations Voltaire’s pessimism is still a 
powerful influence in story-telling. 
I am somewhat perplexed and even concerned that young 
people today seem impelled to watch films or play video 
games that involve lots of conflict, horror, bloodshed and 
stress. Is there a perception of impending doom for which 
the new generations must prepare? As a young teen I 
loved Westerns, the equivalent of today’s video games I 
suppose, but then after a long period of reading about 5 
Westerns per week I suddenly stopped. 
Mike Larkin                                        
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Ladies...come and enjoy a  

pampering relaxation massage by a 
local qualified professional Mrs 

Trudi Nichols.  Enjoy some ‘me’ time 
and experience the many benefits 

of therapeutic massage.   

Enquiries welcome.   

 

410 Tatong-Moorngag Road,
Moorngag Vic 3673

Enquiries to: 03 5767 2371

TELSTRA MOBILE PHONE TOWER IN TATONG 
Tatong has struck it lucky being the first of a large rollout 
of local towers to be built in Victoria. It should be opera-
tional by the time of reading this article with the grand 
opening scheduled for Friday the 21

st
 of October at 3pm. 

The tower may even operate before that day according 
to the technician who told us today, Wednesday the 19

th
. 

He told us this when on site to have the photo shoot with 
local State MP Steph Ryan.  
The message to gather for this photo was relayed at 
short notice via the Tattler’s Facebook page plus email 
but only Rick Hann and I turned up. This is a reminder to 
everyone that social media does have its uses, as will 
the mobile reception. 
Unfortunately this tower won’t service Optus users but 
apparently all you have to do is get a Telstra sim card – I 
think! 
Mike Larkin                                 

FEMININE FOOTBALL AT TATONG 

“Benalla Ensign” - Friday 5th September 1947 

 

Tatong can claim that it is well to the fore when it comes 
to the latest in sports.  For instance last Sunday wit-
nessed a thrilling football match between two ladies’ 
teams.  A team from Mansfield challenged the Ta-
tongites, and a great crowd of spectators mostly arrived 
to cheer their fancies to victory, and to study the latest 
form.  And what form it was!  Short and thick, long and 
graceful, except where their dainty ankles disappeared 
under brother’s No. 9 football boots.  Nevertheless what 
these Tatong ladies’ lacked in knowledge, as regards the 
finer points of the game, they made up in enthusiasm.  
From the very bounce of the pigskin it was on.  Patiently 
the writer waited in the trembling fear that someone’s 
guernsey or sox would be torn off, as is often the case, 
when two determined teams meet. 

However, nothing along those lines happened, but we 
did learn that there were several slight arguments during 
the handing back of teeth.  After the match, the stalwart 
player from Mansfield claims that she had been handed 
back a wrong set.  Mansfield played with great effeminity 
and efficiency, and the outstanding players for that side 
were Val Hill, Joy Reardon, Denise Reardon, Peg Hill, 
Margo George and Betty Reardon. 

Quite a number of others showed some form also, and 
definitely convinced us that you do not have to go to Hol-
lywood for sweater girls.  Tatong too, although hardly 
interested in scoring, their policy appeared to be more 
centred on trying to prevent Mansfield reaching the cen-
tury in goals and behinds. And incidentally speaking of 
behinds one could not help noticing the fairly accurate 
way in which the goal kickers kicked goals.  

Those whom we consider put up the best game for Ta-
tong would be Joyce Smith (a little beaut!) Edna O’Con-
nell, Doreen Griffin, Kath Griffin, Marge O’Connell and 
Muriel McFadzean.  The final scores hardly matter.  It is 
the spirit that counts in such matches and it is hoped that 
in the next game played by Tatong, we shall again see a 
fast thrilling match and a thing that should draw every 
bush lad from his usual Sunday pastime towards the 
local oval. 
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What’s on this month 
November 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Oct 30  
Community 
Garage Sale 
11am—5pm 
Next to Tatong 
Tavern. 
 
Tatong Art 
Show 

Oct 31   
Tatong Art 
Show 

1 Tatong Art 

Show 
2  Whitegate 

Community Din-
ner at the Tav-
ern  
Tatong Art 
Show 

3 Play group, 

9.30am, Rec 
Res 

Molyullah  Com-

munity Dinner at 
the Tavern.  
Tatong Art 
Show 

4 Tatong Art 

Show 

5 Tatong Art 

Show 

6 Tatong Art 

Show 

7 8 9  10  Play  

group, 9.30am, 
Rec Res 
 

11 Girls Shed  

10.30am at Hall. 
12 

13  14 15 16 Tatong 

Community Din-
ner at the Tav-
ern.  

Tatong Angler”s 

Club  @ the 
Tavern 

17  Play  

group, 9.30am, 
Rec Res 

18  
Tatong Commu-
nity Dinner. 
6.30pm. Rec  Res. 

 

19 

20 21 22 23  24  Play  

group, 9.30, 
Rec Res  

 

25  Girls Shed  

10.30am at Hall. 

 

26 

27  
Swanpool Swap 
Meet 

28 Tatong 

Heritage Group 
Meeting at Hall 
4pm 

 

29 30 Dec 1 Dec 2 Dec 3 

  

TATONG MEMORIAL HALL 
Notice is given of a 
PUBLIC MEETING 

 
To be held at the Tatong hall on Wednesday the 16th 
of November at 7:30pm. 
The purpose of the meeting is to nominate no less 
than three (3) nor more than nine (9) persons as the 
Committee of Management for the Tatong Hall for a 
term of three years. The current committee’s term will 
expire on 14th January 2017. 
All positions will be declared open and nominations 
will be accepted prior to or on the night. Nominations 
from women are encouraged. 
Further information, nomination forms and nominee 
declaration forms may be obtained by contacting your 
local DELWP office or at the meeting. For further en-
quiries please contact the Secretary, Mike Larkin on 
57672323. 

JUST JOKING 

A young man walks into a vet clinic with a pet duck. 
“The duck is dead,” says the vet. The upset man 
begs the vet to check the duck more carefully, so 
he examines it and says: “Sorry, this is definitely a 
dead duck.” The guy asks for another opinion, so 
the vet calls in the surgery’s resident dog. The dog 
walks around the exam table sniffing at the duck, 
shakes his head and sits in the corner. The vet 
says: “Well the dog believes your duck is dead, so 
therefore…” but the young man asks for another 
opinion. The vet brings in the surgery’s cat and 
places her on the exam table. The cat walks over 
the duck from head to foot, shakes her head and 
sits down next to the dog. The guy is finally satis-
fied and sadly goes to leave. The vet then produces 
a bill for $250. “Why so much?” Asks the shocked 
young man. The vet says: “Because you had an 
exam, a lab report and a cat scan!” 
(Borrowed from trade mag and sent in by Graham 
Kerry) 
Mike Larkin                                          
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Tattler Advertising Rates 

Full Page: 

Single Issue: $32.00 

Six Issues:  $180.00 

Eleven Issues: $320.00 

Half Page: 

Single Issue: $16.00 

Six Issues:  $85.00 

Eleven Issues: $160.00 

Quarter Page or 2 x 1/8th Page: 

Single Issue: $8.00 

Six Issues:  $45.00 

Eleven Issues: $80.00 

General or public interest articles of at least 150 words 

(not a repeat of the ad.) may incorporate up to a 1/8 page 

ad. free. Advertorial style articles under this category 

must be labelled “Promotional Feature”. 

Enquires :Darcy Hogan, 5767 2187 or email 

darcyhogan@bigpond.com 

EFT: BSB 803078  A/C 135720  a/c name: Tatong Tattler 

Goulburn Murray Credit Union, 30 Bridge Street, Benalla 

Please identify your payment, & e-mail details to Tattler. 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS 

For those who submit pre-formatted advertisements, the 
size of a half page area is 13.6 x 19 cm and a 1/4 page 

DEADLINE 

The Tattler Deadline is end of the 20th of the month.  
Not after the Editor has got busy laying out the Tattler. 

Submit via e-mail to tatongtattler@yahoo.com.au  

or post to: Darcy Hogan, 150 Mt Joy Rd, Tatong, 3673. 

Format for Tattler Submissions 

The Tatong Tattler is set up in Microsoft Publisher.  

Text can be submitted in the body of an email; or in file 
formats such as .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .txt.  

Photos (as jpgs) can be attached, to be laid out by editor. 

If your layout is important, submitting your work in MS 
Publisher is ideal. (The Editor may need to adjust your 
layout.) If laid out in a Word document, the text & photos 
will need to be copied into Publisher; however the Editor 
will have an idea of your preferred layout.  

The content of a PDF file can be difficult to extract. 


